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I am ready, like the young salmon, for a great journey on the drawing tide. 

David Whyte - Song for the Salmon 

Commodoreôs Column 

by Kevin Ryan 

Having moved north from California, I am surprised each spring by how quickly the 

days lengthen in the Northwest. We are already finding more time for daylight activi-

ties and the increasing likelihood of ñsun breaksò to allow for varnish touchups and 

other work on our boats. Along with these benefits, we can feel the excitement growing 

in the Club as cruising season nears. 

At least twenty boats got a head start this season on our Wake-up Cruise down the 

Hood Canal when they cast off on April 14. Following the shakedown, skippers and 

mates can make any minor repairs and adjustments in preparation for Opening Day on 

May 10 and all the subsequent cruises. For new boaters wishing to participate on this 

yearôs cruises, remember that we encourage ñbuddy boatingò with someone familiar 

with the waters in our area. This is easily arranged. And if you are boatless, you are 

welcome to participate by driving and ferrying to our cruise destinations. 

Before the action begins, I encourage all boat owners to obtain a Vessel Safety Check from the local Coast 

Guard Auxiliary. The resulting decal might save you a stop en route by the Coast Guard. More importantly, it 

will help you to know that your boat is in compliance with all safety standards. For those of you still reading 

this from a distance, it is time to hurry back home to Port Ludlow and join in the fun.     Have fun é Be safe! 
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Fleet Captainôs Report 
by Mike Platt 

The cruising season is upon us! By the time you read this, the Wake-Up Cruise will have 

kicked off the season as a huge success, and the May Cruise to the Eastside will be next on 

the agenda. All of us are aware of the alarming rise in fuel costs, and that may influence the 

number of cruises in which we participate this year. With that in mind, I decided to do 

some research into comparative fuel prices. From March 10 to March 15, I called various 

marinas that we will visit and got diesel prices as of those dates. These prices are no longer 

current, and have certainly changed by now, but they provide a comparison around Puget 

Sound. 

Our local price at Port Ludlow was $4.40 a gallon with a discount to $4.18 if you pur-

chased over 100 gallons. The price at Pleasant Harbor was $3.89 with a discount to $3.86 

for over 100 gallons. Port Townsend was priced at $3.94 with a discount to $3.89 for over 100 gallons. Cap 

Sante Marina in Anacortes was asking $3.75 with a discount to $3.72 for over 100 gallons. Everett was asking 

$3.54 with no volume discount, and Edmonds was $3.67 a gallon with no volume discount. LaConner would 

not give me a price because they were expecting a new shipment of fuel any day and did not yet know the new 

price. Their fuel prices, however, are usually reasonable. 

In South Sound, Des Moines was asking $3.48 with no volume discount, Brownsville was $3.80 with no vol-

ume discount, and Poulsbo was listed at $3.79 with no volume discount. Port Orchard and Bremerton did not 

want to give prices for the same reason as LaConner. 

In the San Juans, Friday Harbor was charging $3.84 with a discount to $3.82 for over 100 gallons. Deer Harbor 

was charging $4.25 with no volume discount and Roche Harbor was asking $3.80 with a discount to $3.75 for 

over 100 hundred gallons. 

As you can see, fuel prices vary with no real pattern emerging. The general rule of thumb is that diesel fuel is 

about a dollar more a gallon than it was last year. I know that this does not help those of you with gasoline en-

gines, but the general trend of prices will hold true for either fuel. Remember, these prices are a month old and 

only given for comparison. I have heard from another source that Des Moines usually has the cheapest fuel 

around, but that is a long way to go just to fuel up! The June Cruise, however, will be going there so you may 

want to wait until then to take on more fuel. 

My advice is to look at this list and compare it to the cruise itinerary and then call to get current prices and de-

velop a fuel strategy based on updated information. The days of casually fueling up before and after a cruise 

may be over, and all of us are going to become more savvy comparison shoppers. 

Next month I will include some Canadian prices. I have heard of a mythical Web site that has current fuel 

prices for numerous marinas. If this Web site indeed exists and someone knows what it is, please give me a 

call so I can share it with the membership. 

Jack & Jill Race Information  

The annual Jack & Jill Race will be run on Sunday and Monday, June 1 and 2 this year.  

The Jack & Jill is an opportunity for sailing couples to join other boats in an excursion 

without touching the auxiliary power. The first to get to Kingston under PHRF rules re-
ceives a trophy. Everyone will enjoy a convivial and relaxing time at the King-

ston  Marina when the race is over.    

If you plan to join this trip, overnight moorage at Kingston Marina should be  reserved. 

Call the Port of Kingston at 360 -297 -3545 to reserve a slip on Sunday, June 1. To help 

plan our outing at Kingston, please  respond to Doug Pulling at dpulling@earthlink.net  if 
you intend to  participate.  

mailto:dpulling@earthlink.net
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Sail Captainôs Report 
by Doug Pulling 

The sailing season has begun with a rush of PHRF and Etchells races run in a variety 

of conditions amid the mercurial spring weather. The PHRF turnout has been encour-

aging; both classes have had at least three boats competing in each race, keeping the 

interest up.  The first PHRF race, the Icebreaker, was held on March 29 in fine 

weather. As southerly winds seemed to shift toward the west, we chose a course to a 

mid-channel mark between Lip Lip and Bush points. A strong ebb tide enhanced broad 

reach starts from the N2 buoy, and boats taking a straight-line course to the mark 

placed well at the turn. This turn required a 180° maneuver around a buoy that, stand-

ing in the tide, appeared to be steaming south at about a knot. This tide, along with the 

vacillant disposition of our wind, became our nemesis on the return to N2. On the beat 

back to the finish, the lead boats held the last gasps of the southerly, while those trail-

ing puzzled over the effects of a near vacuum. Norôwester magically forged ahead, 

leaving Hychka and Sail la Vie to struggle along until a new northerly filled feebly in, easing them across the 

line but deserting the rest, who watched helplessly as SOG readouts dipped into the negative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Tala Point race on April 4, all sailors enjoyed a bounty of wind, making for tight finishes in both 

classes. The course required a beat to Port Gamble and a run back to the start line at N2. At the start, a brisk 

southerly set up some chop on the flood tide as the fleet met whitecaps and the press of more breezes to come. 

The mighty Shadowdance had a chance to unlimber on upwind tacks, and when, on a cross-tacking encounter 

with Hychka she cowed the smaller boat into a self-defeating maneuver, the Little People on deck could be 

heard erupting in spontaneous cheer. Both classes were packed at the turning mark, where the rounding was 

tricky as the high land to windward caused frustratingly shifty and feeble winds and conspired with the strong 

flood to confuse the final approach to the buoy. After the start of the downwind leg, the arriving NFS fleet was 

entertained by animated encouragement given by at least one skipper to his crew as they deployed their spinna-

kers. The breeze held strong for the next leg, giving the seemingly weightless Flying J a chance to demonstrate 

speed beyond her wake and make big gains on the run home. Nonetheless, a steady and efficient performance 

by the skipper and crew of Sail la Vie rewarded them with a clear win in the spinnaker class.  Meanwhile, Hy-

chka and Shadowdance continued to duel, battling abreast on the run home with Hychka staying in contention 

by running wing and wing. Shadowdance kept her speed up on broad reaches and crossed the line first; but 

alas, corrected to third. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Icebreaker Race March 29, 2008 
NFS Class Start time Rating Finish 

time 

Elapsed 

time 

TTCF Corrected 

time 

Score 

Hychka 12:00:00 165 14:32:11 2:32:11 3421 2:24:37 1 

Reality 12:00:00 207 DNF       2 

Shadowdance 12:00:00 171 DNF       2 

Tomfoolery 12:00:00 198 DNF       2 

Sunslinger DNS           3 

  

FS Class Start time Rating Finish 

time 

Elapsed 

time 

TTCF Corrected 

time 

Score 

Norôwester 12:05:00 114 14:15:33 2:10:33 3691 2:13:51 1 

Sail la Vie 12:05:00 119 15:13:48 3:08:48 3662 3:12:03 2 

Duces Wild 12:05:00 98* DNF       3 

*Duces Wild PHRF rating is provisional 
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Sub-40 degree temperatures and a fine southerly breeze met the well-bundled but frosty faithful on April 19 

for the Hood Head race. To provide for an upwind start, we chose a course twice-around Cormorant Condo in 

the Hood Canal, which challenged the spinnaker class to get two good sets. At the start, in nearly slack tide, 

Tomfoolery got off first and set up a challenge with Hychka as both boats maneuvered to stay in the breeze and 

current building near the center of the canal. Shadowdance, sailing with her newly bestowed rating for light 

wind, found just that near the Tala shore and died there for a while. Meanwhile, as the sun broke through and 

teased chilled sailors with its warmth, the spinnaker class beat up toward the windward mark in a tight pack. 

Hychka, which had separated herself from the rest of the NFS entries, followed close behind. The southerly, 

which had begun to show signs of the fickleness that would be evident during the second half of the race, con-

tinued strong enough to get both classes back to the start mark in time to keep the race alive for all but Shad-

owdance. It was on the second beat that inevitable holes and other unwanted vagaries in the breeze began to 

make themselves known. Just where the sun had shone so warm on the first beat, a hailstorm appeared on the 

second, and the wind leapt about from place to place. Astern, Tomfoolery sailed the wind shifts adroitly and 

began to close ground on Hychka. As the spinnaker class approached the windward mark a second time, Sail la 

Vie, with things well in hand at this point, was seen veering away from the Condo, and then to the astonish-

ment of all, popping a spinnaker in order to return there. Was it hail in the eyes or a collective senior moment 

that caused Sail la Vie to miss her target? After this turn, Kuuipo took advantage of her great downwind speed 

to pull clearly away and win her class. Tomfoolery, dodging submarines, was near enough Hychka on the last 

leg that a new breeze filling in from astern brought her up smartly, giving her skipper and crew a hard fought 

win in the NSF class.  

 

 

(Sail Captainôs Report, continued from page 3) 
 

Hood Head Race ï April 19, 2008 

NFS Class Start 

time 

Rating Finish time Elapsed 

time 

TTCF Corrected 

time 

Score 

Tomfoolery 12:00:00 198 14:56:39 2:56:39 0.905292479 2:39:55 1 

Hychka 12:00:00 164 14:50:07 2:50:07 0.950292398 2:41:40 2 

Shadowdance 12:00:00 180 DNF   0.928571429   3 

  

FS Class Start 

time 

Rating Finish time Elapsed 

time 

TTCF Corrected time Score 

Kuuipo  

(Duces Wild) 

12:05:00 99 14:23:24 2:18:24 1.050080775 2:25:20 1 

Sail la Vie 12:05:00 119 14:35:24 2:30:24 1.017214397 2:32:59 2 

Norôwester 12:05:00 114 14:41:09 2:36:09 1.025236593 2:40:05 3 

Tala Point Race ï April 4, 2008 

NFS Class Start time Rating Finish 

time 

Elapsed 

time 

TTCF Corrected 

time 

Score 

Hychka 12:00:00 165 14:17:18 2:17:18 3421 2:10:28 1 

Tomfoolery 12:00:00 198 14:25:01 2:25:01 3259 2:11:17 2 

Shadowdance 12:00:00 151 14:16:32 2:16:32 3487 2:12:15 3 

  

FS Class Start time Rating Finish 

time 

Elapsed 

time 

TTCF Corrected 

time 

Score 

Sail la Vie 12:05:00 119 14:09:58 2:04:58 3662 2:07:07 1 

Flying J 12:05:00 145 14:18:19 2:13:19 3519 2:10:19 2 

Norôwester 12:05:00 114 14:12:12 2:07:12 3691 2:10:25 3 

Duces Wild 12:05:00   99 14:21:34 2:16:34 3780 2:23:24 4 
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Port Captainôs Report 
by David Reid 

Opening Day Reminder, Saturday, May 10:  Make sure you have this date on your cal-

endar and plan to join the Opening Day Ceremony starting at 10 a.m. at the Marina 

Pavilion. The ceremony will be followed by Boat Christenings on A dock at 10:30 

a.m. and the Parade of Boats beginning at 11 a.m. The afternoon BBQ under the Ma-

rina Tent starts at 2 p.m. and members are encouraged to bring family and friends. Sign 

up sheets for all of these activities are located on the bulletin board at the Marina, or 

contact me at 437-9977 or reidiviva@yahoo.com.  

Opening Day Bonus: Fireworks will be featured in the bay after dusk. This event is 

sponsored by Coldwell Banker to help celebrate the opening of yachting season. 

Meet our Reciprocal Guests: A few openings remain on the Watch Captain sign up 

sheet. You do not have to own a boat to be a watch captain. If you are interested in par-

ticipating or have questions, please contact me at the above phone or email, or just sign 

up at the Marina.  

PLYC Womenôs Group June Luncheon 

Send in your reservation for the PLYC June Luncheon in support of the Working Im-
age  program. The luncheon will begin at 11 a.m. Sunday, June 22 at the Silverwater 

Café in Port Townsend with lunch served at noon. The cost is $20 and includes your 
choice of entrée, nonalcoholic beverages, and dessert. There will be a no -host bar.  

Working Image  collects donations of gently -used career clothing and tasteful costume 
jewelry to help women entering the workforce.   

Our theme is Foundations for the Future  and the goal is to collect new  undergar-

ments, as many as you would like to donate. Information on items and sizes most 
needed will be provided in the email you will receive to confirm your registration.  

If you are unable to attend the luncheon and would still like to donate items, there will 
be two drop off points: the Port Ludlow Marina Office and Dee Littleôs home at 30 Fair-

wind Court, Port Ludlow. Please drop off items by June 22.  

Please join us at the Silverwater Café for delicious food and lovely company supporting 

a very worthy cause. If you have questions, please call event chair Anne Jenings at 437
-5162.  

If you need a copy of the reservation form, please email lizhealy@broadstripe.net , or 
print a copy from the April Jib Sheet online at www.plyc.us .   

SAVE THE DATE!  

Nomination of Officers, 

September 27 

"CELEBRATE THE 

NORTHWEST"  

Sign up will start  

August 22. 

CLASSIFIED AD  
Etchells Parts 

-5.8 oz jib (ex Erik Bentzen "killer" jib) 

-Light weight tapered spinnaker pole 

-Nice spinnaker (ex Seattle fleet)    -Lifting bridle 

-Legal weight (required) anchor and chain combo 

Would prefer to sell as a package. Make an offer:   

Terry Barnes  360-437-2431 or barnes@olypen.com   

mailto:lizhealy@broadstripe.net
http://www.plyc.us/
mailto:barnes@olypen.com
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Scuttlebutt 
by Liz Healy 

I hope everyone has had a chance to visit the newly remodeled PLYC Web site. I am thrilled with the results, 

for which we may thank Diane Allen of Artemis Computing. Dianeôs also a PLYC member and, being a 

boater, had a special affinity for working on this project. Well, it shows! 

I would also like to thank Lori Colby, founder of the original Web site from which our new one evolved. Lori 

created the foundation; Diane built the house! Harlen Whitling and I will provide the maintenance. And thanks 

to Diane, we have a site designed to be  maintained by nonprofessionals with basic computer skills.  

Like all Web sites, ours is evolving with more information being added or changed as we receive it. As you 

can see, we especially like receiving pictures from cruises, social events, and sailing races. And it is obvious 

we have some outstanding photographers in the club! 

The Jib Sheet is also available on the Web in color, which makes it more attractive to view. Since we include 

all event and other types of registration forms in the Jib Sheet, you can always find them online in case you 

need an extra copy. Since the Jib Sheet may contain personal information about members, it is password pro-

tected, which means you need to supply a user ID and password in order to get into that section on the Web 

site. This information was supplied to all members in the email announcing the site. If you need it, let me 

know. 

As we do with the Jib Sheet, Harlen and I will share Web site duties. I will receive and edit information to be 

posted, and Harlen will do the actual posting. Diane Allen is the Webmaster. 

Harlen and I plan to develop Jib and Web guidelines, which will explain the requirements for providing con-

tent and pictures. When they have been written and approved, we will share them with you.  

Finally, I want to thank YOU for your support and the many compliments we have received on the Jib Sheet 

and Web site. We truly enjoy being able to support the PLYC in this way! 

To reach us, email lizhealy@broadstripe.net or hwhitling@cablespeed.com. 

Spring into Summer ï Go Green Cruise  
Itôs Not Too Late To Sign Up! 

June 10 -18  
This is a YDHTCTS* cruise.  

Ports of call are the Brownsville Marina, Blake Island Marine Park, Dock Street Marina in 

Tacoma, Des Moines Marina, Bremerton Marina (new marina opening this spring) and 
the Kingston Marina.  

Events include a hosted pizza party at Brownsville; Farmers Markets in Tacoma and Des 
Moines; a historical walking tour of Des Moines, and the Grand Finale, a grilled lamb 

dinner prepared and served by your cruise committee at the Kingston Yacht Club.  

The cruise registration form was included in the April Jib Sheet,  which is available on 

the Web site at www.plyc.us  or by emailing Liz Healy at lizhealy@broadstripe.net .  

The registration deadline is May 28  but  sign up as soon as you can! The committee 

planned for 20 boats; 11 have registered as of April 15.  

For more information on this cruise, contact Gordon Fountain at 360 -638 -0432 or email 
him at highpointe@centurytel.net .  

* You Donôt Have To Cross The Strait  

mailto:lizhealy@broadstripe.net
mailto:hwhitling@cablespeed.com
http://www.plyc.us/
mailto:lizhealy@broadstripe.net
mailto:highpointe@centurytel.net
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PLYC Wake Up Cruise Adventures 
by June Antoine 

A veritable fleet of 21 boats set sail on the April 14 Wake Up Cruise led by 

Cruise Directors Bob & Jamie Bima and Steve & June Antoine. The sail-

boats got their workout in the wind on the latter part of their cruise, and 

most captains faced a relative challenge getting into their slips from the 

gusts in Pleasant Harbor. Spirits just could not be dampened by the rain as 

everyone enjoyed the Beer Tasting and Chili Cook-off. Mandy Rein re-

ceived the most votes for Best Chili, with Mike Plattôs entry as a very close 

runner up. Prizes were awarded to both of them, and conversations 

warmed up as we all got reacquainted. Many comments were heard regard-

ing the variety of chilis that were entered, and how notable that in 14 reci-

pes, no two chilis tasted alike. I was amazed at how many club members 

made it a point of honor to taste all 14 entries. Itôs a good thing Tums were 

available after the votes were in! 

The next day we continued down a glassy Hood 

Canal to Alderbrook Resort, and after some con-

fusion, which seems to be the norm for Alderbrook, we had all the boats docked, 

connected to power, and everyone tucked in. That evening we sat around the gas fire 

pit exchanging stories and books at what we hope will be the annual PLYC Book 

Exchange, while enjoying some cocktails and yummy appetizers provided by partici-

pants. 

Bright and early the next day, with welcome sunshine, we played ñCapture the 

Cleatò with the EZ Docker. Many found this to be a possible adjunct for their dock-

ing adventures when assistance from PLYC members is not available. A manufac-

turer discount to PLYC also served as an added incentive/fund raiser. 

As the day progressed, some chose to go shopping, others golfing, some even enjoying the pool and hot tub, 

while the rest of us did absolutely nothing but sit on our boats and enjoy the sun. 

The craft event in the afternoon was so popular that Jamie had to split it 

into two sessions to accommodate everyone on her boat. There is now no 

excuse for people in Port Ludlow getting their wine glasses mixed up, as 

everyone should have a wine charm, or at least know how to make one. 

Thursday, with the clouds moving in, it 

was time to return to Pleasant Harbor. 

Again the water on Hood Canal was 

smooth, and we were able to enjoy the scenery. Everyone returned to their 

previous slips and got situated without major incident. During the afternoon, 

a number of our vessels participated in USCG Auxiliary Vessel Safety In-

spections and received their 2008 decals. Everyone got together in the eve-

ning for the Jambalaya Feast. Jamie and I prepared mild, spicy, and seafood 

Jambalayas that everyone enjoyed along with salads and decadent desserts 

provided by other members. Names were drawn and fun raffle prizes 

awarded to six lucky winners. Wine and conversation flowed freely and 

we returned to our boats ready for sleep. 

On Friday, everyone paid heed to the weather reports and beat the small 

craft warnings back to Port Ludlow. The general consensus was that we all 

had a great time on the Wake Up Cruise with a good shakedown. Weôre 

now eagerly looking forward to the next 2008 cruises. 


