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There is nothing ð absolutely nothing ð half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats.   

Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the Willows 

Commodoreôs Column 
by Kevin Ryan 

On May 3, Sue and I had the pleasure and privilege of representing our club at the Seattle 

Yacht Clubôs Opening Day celebration. Uniformed appropriately for the occasion, we joined 

in the morning ceremony and flag-raising brought to life by the Navy band. In addition to the 

United States and Canadian flags, the Japanese flag and anthem were included in recognition 

of a special exchange this year with Japanese sailboaters, many of whom were present. The 

raising of the national ensigns was followed by raising of the Port Ludlow Yacht Club burgee 

é oh O.K., along with a few others, onto the special extra-long yardarm erected annually for 

the purpose. After the ceremony, we were directed to our assigned V.I.P. boat upon which 

we observed and participated in the huge boat parade. The parade from Portage Bay went 

through the cut to Lake Washington and a gauntlet of hundreds of boats rafted along the log 

boom on each side. Participating in the boat parade were many yacht clubs including the Royal Victoria and 

Royal Vancouver clubs, both heavily represented with sail and power boats featuring a uniformed Mounty on 

the bow of each. Police and fire department boats, other government agency boats, Coast Guard cutters, 

Dragon boat races and crew races, spinnaker sailors and maneuvering teams kept the cameras clicking. The 

theme for decorated boats was A Three Ring Circus. Some featured beautiful ladies on trapezes suspended 
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COMING EVENTS  
Jack and Jill Race 

Sunday and Monday, June 1-2 

Country Western Barbecue and Hoedown 

Saturday, June 7 

Spring Into Summer June Cruise 

Tuesday, June 10 to Wednesday, June 18 

PHRF/Etchells Combined Race 

Saturday, June 21 

Womenôs Group Luncheon at Silverwater Caf® 

Sunday, June 22 

Twilight Race 

Saturday, June 28 
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from the spars, jungle animals jumping around and a boat featuring the three major presidential candidates in 

their own three ring circus. The UW entry with band aboard competed with the Cougar Yacht Club and band 

led by their commodore and Port Ludlow resident, Dee Meek. All in all, the day was a wonderful spectacle. 

Just as the SYCôs day is a major event for Seattle, we too we have our similar, but necessarily smaller, Open-

ing Day. As a seaport town, recreational boating and fishing are very important features of life in Port Ludlow. 

The yacht club is the most prominent organization to promote recreational boat and sailboat racing. The cele-

bration of Opening Day of the Boating Season on May 10 was a wonderful, mostly happy tradition. We do 

pause to remember past members who have ñcrossed the barò as well as service men and women at risk. And 

we wish ourselves safe passages upon the water. A new feature added this year to our traditional ceremonies 

was an after-dark fireworks display in the harbor engineered by one of our members and fireworks aficionado, 

Larry Carter. We appreciate the sponsorship of this event by Coldwell Banker Real Estate. 

Your Board this year has placed increased emphasis on training, use of safety equipment and boater education. 

Having spent the fall and winter months in those exercises, it is now time to get underway with our boats! 

Have Fun é Be Safe 

(Commodoreôs Column continued from page 1) 

Rear Commodoreôs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

Report on PLYC Training Day 2008 

Ninety three people attended Training Day on Saturday, April 26 at the Beach Club, an in-

crease of 16 percent from past years. Thirteen nonmembers attended: 6 from Sequim Bay 

Yacht Club (SBYC), 3 from Kingston Yacht Club (KYC), and 4 guests of members. The 

SBYC Commodore and the KYC Rear Commodore were presented with a PLYC burgee for 

their club. 

Evaluations submitted indicated that participants attended training day for three main rea-

sons: learn something new; refresh skills; and socialize and support PLYC activities. All re-

spondents were very or somewhat satisfied with the Training Day content, presenters, and 

the change to a half day session. 

Marine Weather and Use of PFDs were cited as the most interesting or beneficial to participants. This was fol-

lowed by Everything, Fire, Checklists, and Preparing to Leave the Dock. Interactive/hands-on training compo-

nents were also highly rated by participants. Many participants asked that the Generic Start-up Procedure for 

Boating presented by Sharon Lynch be shared with the members. The Communications Director recently 

emailed this document to all PLYC members. 

Membersô suggestions for future training content included:  

Care and feeding of batteries 

Protecting your boat from stray current in the marina 

Proper radio terminology and consideration for fellow boaters in minimizing transmissions 

Docking 

Mooring with winds and currents 

Anchoring 

How to read charts 

Another Cabernet Chart Challenge 

Based on the evaluations, I have recommended that a half day formal training session continue each year. The 

interactive/hands-on component of the training is critical to its success and should also be continued. Based on 

the popularity of the Marine Weather and Use of PFDs sessions, alternating them year-to-year would be bene-

ficial to participants.   
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Of note, the leadership of the Sequim Bay and Kingston Yacht Clubs expressed an interest in the possibility of 

a Regional Yacht Clubs training day. This is yet another venue that may be considered for the future. 

Change of Watch Dinner Update 

I know that it seems early to be talking about a December event. Deciding on a band and caterer, however, are 

2 items that need to occur early in the year. The Reflections, a four-piece swing band, has been selected to play 

this year. Five caterers have been asked to submit a proposal, and we hope to announce the winning proposal 

in the July Jib Sheet. 

Fleet Captainôs Report 
by Mike Platt 

Last month I reviewed fuel prices around Puget Sound and promised an update on Canadian 

prices this month. On May 6, I called several Canadian ports that club members visit during 

the summer. In addition to the Gulf Island area, I tried to contact Refuge Cove in Desolation 

Sound and Echo Bay Resort in the Broughtons, but no one answered the phone at either lo-

cation; it must be too early in the season for places that far north. 

Fuel prices in Canada are calculated by the liter, so I converted liters to gallons by multiply-

ing by 3.7854. Most Canadian ports give a discount for volume purchases so if you are plan-

ning a trip north, check the discounts at your fueling locations. Remember that these prices 

are subject to frequent and discouraging changes each time the marinas fill their tanks. 

The least expensive fuel that I found was in Sidney at Van Isle Marina with a price of $5.11 a gallon. This 

sounds pricey, but it gets much worse L. Nanaimo quoted a price of $5.19, Telegraph Harbor Marina $5.38, 

Maple Bay $5.41 and the most expensive that I encountered was Ganges at $5.64 per gallon. By the time you 

read this, these prices will have increased several times, so do your homework before you head north. 

On a brighter note, I want to congratulate the Bimas and Antoines for a terrific job on the Wake-Up Cruise. I 

was particularly impressed with the imaginative activities included on the cruise:  the chili contest, book ex-

change, and jambalaya feed, all firsts and lots of fun.   The ladies that I talked to really enjoyed the jewelry 

making crafts event. In addition to innovative activities, this cruise featured our first on-cruise training exer-

cise. Trying the Dock EZ docking line was certainly a more realistic exercise on a real dock instead of at the 

boat show. I know that I speak for all of the cruise participants in saying thanks for a terrific start to the cruis-

ing season. 

Something else that caught my attention on the Wake-Up Cruise was the number of new boats, both brand new 

and new to members. I would like to congratulate those new boat owners and remind the membership to watch 

for the Berth Announcements in the Jib Sheet to keep up with the rapidly changing face of our club. 

Port Captainôs Report 
by David Reid 

Yachting Season Now Open for Business 
On Saturday, May 10, PLYC celebrated the opening of yachting season with a proclamation 

from Commodore Kevin Ryan. The rains held off and the ceremony proceeded without a 

hitch. We had seven pipers and drummers; the officers and past commodores looked sharp; 

Howard Slack led us in a heartfelt invocation; Commodore Ryanôs remarks were appreciated; 

the colors were raised and the yachting season was opened to a cannon salute and three cheers. 

Thirteen boats new to their owners were christened. The Fleet Captain conducted a well organ-

ized boat parade with over 30 boats passing in review to honor the Commodore. A special 

treat was provided with pipers and drummers on board Sea Lion, offering a musical salute as 

each boat passed China Clipper. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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NEW MEMBER  
Ahoy & Welcome Aboard!  

Symbolyn Sebastian bought her charming small house in Port Ludlow in 

May 2006, and loves living here. 

Symbolyn works in Port Hadlock at Discovery Physical Therapy where she 

has been for 17 years right out of high school. She also enjoys salsa dancing, 

racing sailboats, and working on her home. 

For the past 5 years Symbolyn has crewed on sail races every week in Port 

Townsend Bay on a 42ô double-ended wooden sloop named Sparkle. Last 

year, she skippered an all womenôs crew on Sparkle, and cruised on another 

boat for 5 months from San Diego to Puerto Vallarta, exploring the Sea of 

Cortez. 

Symbolyn also crewed for Frank Lawson on Rush with the Etchells Fleet, and has raced Shaw Island, Lake 

Union Fourth of July, and many PHRF races out of Port Townsend. She is currently helping replank Sparkle 

and will be racing with Lotus, a Concordia yawl. 

Symbolyn is a member of the Port Townsend Sailing Association and Etchells Association. She continues to 

crew for Frank Lawson on Rush, and is thoroughly enjoying playing in her back yard!  

The BBQ was a great success, even with cool breezes under the tent. 

Nearly 190 members and guests enjoyed hamburgers and hot dogs 

thanks to hard working chefs and an enthusiastic organizing commit-

tee. I thank all of you who contributed to this wonderful event. 

A Last Minute Reminder 
A couple of openings are still available if you would like to be a 

Watch Captain for a week. It is an easy and enjoyable chance to meet visiting yacht club members.  Please call 

David Reid at 437-9977 if you would like more information. 

(Port Captainôs Report continued from page 3) 

Social Directorôs Column 
by Diane Strader 

We have just returned from the May cruise where it seems everyone had a great time in 

Everett, Oak Bay, and LaConner, where the sun finally made an appearance. In Anacortes, 

we walked the docks looking at many beautiful boats, and enjoyed the Waterfront Festival.  

Coming up next is the Country Western BBQ and Hoedown on Saturday, June 7, chaired 

by Randy Duhon and his excellent committee. Tickets at $19.75 per person are on sale at 

the Bay Club so hurry on down and get signed up. For this event, the committee has de-

cided that guests may be invited. Anne and Hugh Jenings will be offering lessons in line 

dancing, Texas Two-Step, and a few others. This will be one fun evening! 

Mark September 27 on your calendars for our "Celebration of the Northwest" and Nomina-

tion of Officers. Jeannie Kraft and her busy bee committee have done a magnificent job working out every de-

tail so we can all have a wonderful time. 

We still have a few more seats available for our Land Cruise to Eastern Washingtonôs Wine Country on Octo-

ber 11 to 13. We need to reserve the entire motor coach to keep the cost as low as it is, still only $245 per per-

son/double occupancy, which includes nearly everything. The reservation form is available on the Web site in 

the March Jib Sheet.  

I look forward to seeing you at the BBQ and Hoedown on Saturday, June 7. 
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Magical May Moorings Cruise 
by Karen Hashagen 

Our cruise began Monday morning, May 12, with sunny skies and calm 

waters after a blustery Opening Day on Saturday. Our first stop was 

Everett, where we were greeted by barking sea lions and soaring eagles 

along the breakwater. After docking, some people took off to find that spe-

cial treasure at the Harbor Marine supply store, while others enjoyed lunch 

and their traditional stop for oyster shooters (Kevin!) at Anthonyôs. The 

Magical May Moorings Cruise was proclaimed officially underway by 

Cruise Wizards Terry and Janet Barnes as we enjoyed a meal of hearty ap-

petizers and ñWizard Punchò on the party dock. 

Tuesday morning brought our usual 

spring weather with wind and rain for the trip to Oak Harbor. Dockmeis-

ters Harold and Sheila Brunstad, with greatly appreciated assistance from 

our cruisers, did a wonderful job of getting everyone docked under windy 

and challenging conditions. That night we inaugurated a successful new 

event ï Mini Hosted Dinners. The cruise directors asked 9 boats to host 

from 2 to 4 people on their boats for a pot luck dinner. The host boats sup-

plied the main dish, and asked their guests to bring side dishes. We want to 

thank those who so graciously agreed to host these dinners. It appeared 

everyone enjoyed the opportunity to get to know their fellow cruisers a little 

better at these small gatherings. 

Wednesday was cruise day through the Swinomish Channel to La Conner, once 

again under cloudy and rainy skies. That night we enjoyed a group dinner with 

all 51 cruisers at the La Conner Seafood & Prime Rib House. We had our own 

room, which was a good thing with this 

lively group! We finally got our much an-

ticipated warm weather the next day and 

enjoyed many activities lined up by Cruise 

Wizards Sharon and Vic Draper:  a beer tasting, candy making demon-

stration, and a tour of the American Tug factory. 

Our last stop was Anacortes where we enjoyed an evening exchanging 

stories and videos at the Anacortes Yacht Club Hamburger & Ice Cream 

Sundae Night coordinated by Cruise Wizards Chris and Karen Hashagen. 

On Saturday, cruisers had time to explore the Waterfront Festival, take 

part in a wine tasting at Compass Wines, and clean out the bargain table 

at West Marine (look for matching blue table and chair sets on 9 of our 

cruisersô boats!). 

With help from our Fleet Captain and cruise directors, several training 

sessions were offered during the cruise. Daily morning pre-departure 

safety briefings led by Kevin Ryan, 

Harold Brunstad, Vic Draper, and Chris Hashagen helped everyone get 

underway and arrive safely at the next marina. In addition, Terry Barnes 

demonstrated throw bags, line tossing, and use of the Dock Buddy dock-

ing assist device. The morning briefings and training events were well 

attended by cruise participants. 

We sent our cruisers off on Sunday with a hearty departure breakfast and 

wishes for safe journeys home. As directors, we enjoyed planning this 

cruise, and hope our fellow boaters enjoyed a little magic along the way! 


