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The only thing worse than running your vessel ashore is when doubt exists  

as to what continent that shore belongs.    H.W. (Bill )Tillman  

Commodoreôs Column 
By Kevin Ryan 

Tides and Currents 

We returned from Kingston at the end of a wonderful June Cruise riding a 3 knot fair current. 

My little 7 knot boat was doing 9 all the way and 10 around Point-No-Point. We passed a 

ketch which was using neither engine power nor wind power. With his dinghy deployed 

astern to keep him pointing north he was simply riding up the Sound on the current; a good 

adaptation to the cost-of-fuel problem. Timing is the key to many of lifeôs successes! 

In our cruise planning, the current is quite predictable but the wind less so. Their interaction 

is important in the resulting sea state. For example, planning a leg from Point Wilson to Vic-

toria the course is northwest. You might save time and fuel by riding an ebb tide (current). 

However, if the wind is from the west or northwest, opposing the current, the seas will consist of closely 

spaced sharp waves and the ride will be rough. How well you, your passengers and your boat tolerate rough 

seas will determine whether you should ride the ebb or wait for the flood, which will be slower but calmer. 

You ñPay your money and take your chances.ò 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Local knowledge teaches that a strong current in the middle of the channel is frequently accompanied by a re-

verse current in the bays along the Sound so that hugging the beach will allow you to make speed against the 

prevailing current. Another useful rule of thumb is that if you wish to pass through a shallow area, do so at two

-thirds of high tide. This gives you fairly good depth; then, if you should get stuck in the sand, you still have 

one-third of the high tide to float you off. 

The old adage says time and tide wait for no man, so itôs up to us to pick the right time. 

Have fun é Be safe 

(Commodoreôs Column continued from page 1) 

Rear Commodoreôs Column 
By Peggy Kulm 

June Training: Our cruise directors offered some great training experiences during the 

June cruise. Their daily departure briefings, demonstrations of spring lines and the appro-

priate use of the cleat hitch to tie off a vessel were very popular. Read the cruise report in 

this Jib Sheet for more details. 

Change of Watch Dinner Update: The Silverwater Café in Port Townsend has been se-

lected as the caterer for the Change of Watch Dinner. Look for a sneak peek at the menu in 

the September Jib Sheet. 

September Cruise: Join the Commodore, Vice Commodore, and Rear Commodore as we 

cross the border on the September cruise. We will be visiting some of our favorite haunts in 

B.C. including Thetis Island, Nanaimo, and Maple Bay. A pig roast, pet fashion show, golfing, and a Boda-

cious Brat night are only a few of the exciting events on the agenda. Safety Training for this cruise will include 

a special pre-cruise Crew Overboard Recovery Competition. The cruise registration is in this Jib Sheet and 

also on the PLYC Web site. 

Fleet Captainôs Report 
By Mike Platt 

Lots of water has flowed under the keel with the May and June Cruises since my last report. 

Here are highlights of these cruises with a brief evaluation of the season so far. 

The May Cruise went to Everett, Oak Harbor, LaConner and Anacortes. This was the third 

consecutive year that we have gone to the Anacortes Waterfront Festival, and it is better 

every year. In addition, Anacortes gives us free moorage at Cap Sante for two nights during 

the festival. The May Cruise had several fun and innovative activities like the host-boat din-

ners, with guests assigned to each boat for a potluck dinner. Many participants said this was 

their favorite activity, encouraging them to get to know other members and visit boats they 

had not yet seen. 

One innovation began with this cruise: morning briefings before casting off. The briefings allowed skippers 

unfamiliar with that dayôs destination to ask questions and gain local knowledge accumulated by club mem-

bers over the years. All of us learned new information about harbors, currents and boating situations, and I 

would encourage all future cruises to include this concept. A second innovation was dividing the locations be-

tween cruise directors so that each couple on the committee served as director and dock master for a day. This 

spread out the work load, created greater local knowledge, and encouraged more committee participation. Sev-

eral cruisers, however, mentioned that it was unsettling to have a different dock master each time they were 

coming into a marina. This is a valid complaint and can easily be addressed when using this approach in the 

future.   

The May Cruise was a great success and continued the theme of innovation and imagination driving this sea-

sonôs cruises. I wish I could take some credit for this trend, but apart from selecting great cruise directors, all 
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the thanks and credit go to Chris and Karen Hashagen, Terry and Janet Barnes, Vic and Sharon Draper, and 

Harold and Sheila Brunstad for planning an innovative, fun cruise. 

The June Cruise went to Brownsville, Blake Island, Tacoma, Des Moines, Bremerton, and Kingston. Except 

for Blake Island, I had not taken my boat to any of these locations and was very excited about this itinerary. 

South Sound was selected for June before the summer heat and crowds arrive. Marinas were empty and quiet, 

and it was certainly not too hot. This was the only committee that did not include first-time members. Gordon 

and Karen Fountain, Jerry and Diane Purdy, Steve Shanklin and Sherry Robinson, Doug Pulling and Celeste 

Archambault ably demonstrated their experience. 

There was a pleasant blend of activities and quiet time, meals out, individual potlucks or meals aboard, 

planned activities and flexibility depending on weather and other situations. The training activity for this cruise 

was its most innovative feature. Each destination had designated Dock Angels to handle lines under the direc-

tion of the cruise dock master. The Dock Angels wore distinctive, easily identifiable tee shirts that will be used 

on future cruises. A docking practicum was held to standardize the activities of the Dock Angels and should 

make future cruises safer and more enjoyable for everyone.  This cruise, called Go Green, emphasized recy-

cling and re-using. It increased our awareness of caring for and preserving our beautiful cruising grounds. 

No discussion of the June Cruise would be complete without mentioning the hospitality of the Kingston Cove 

Yacht Club and the fabulous lamb dinner prepared by our cruise directors. This Greek feast included barbe-

cued lamb by Doug Pulling, ratatouille, Greek salad, and other delights provided by the cruise directors. 

Unfortunately, the number of boats on this cruise was lower than anticipated likely due to the skyrocketing 

fuel prices. For each cruise, I try to find the least expensive fuel and share this information with others. So far 

the winners are Oak Harbor and Brownsville.  Brownsville was 19 cents a gallon less than Kingston and 53 

cents a gallon less than Port Ludlow. 

After three cruises, there are several trends becoming evident. Each cruise has included some highly innova-

tive and imaginative activities. Rear Commodore Peggy Kulmôs goal of training activities on each cruise has 

been implemented in surprising and successful ways. Cruise destinations have been creative with no duplica-

tion. Cruise committees have been well-organized and involved in each cruise. I am very impressed, and know 

the remaining cruises will uphold the high standards established so far. 

Sue and I often wonder how boats get their names, so here are some examples from our club. 

Our boat is named Razmataz after our Australian Terrier Taz. He is perky and lively, so our 

nickname for him is Razmataz, thus our boatós name. Another unusual boat name is Zivjeli, 

Jerry and Diane Purdyôs sailboat. Several years ago, Roy Kraft organized a club charter cruise 

to the Croatian coast. Each day ended with a group get together and the Croatian toast 

ñZivjeliò meaning a good life. This toast captured the camaraderie and enjoyment of the mo-

ment, thus the Purdyôs choice for their boatôs name.  I will include more of these little stories each month. 

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION  

FOR RICHARD & SYD HATCH! 

Richard and Sydõs mailing address is P.O. Box 3772, Pahrump, NV 
89041. Their actual street address is 2980 South Spy Glass Avenue 
and the zip code for the house is 89048 (for Mapquest or other online 

direction fans).  

Cell phone: 360-265-9477 

Home phone: 775-990-4500 

Email: seathru2@msn.com (this is a new email address)  

Richard and Syd love company, so please let them know if youõll be 

in the area!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Marine items for sale, 
trade, wanted or give-
away. Lost & found. 

Jaclyn Ann  is  
For Sale.  

Call 437-8089  
for details.  
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Sail Captainôs Report 
By Doug Pulling 

The early racing season wound down on the second day of summer with a whimper near 

Quimper. The sailing gods bartered warmer air for still, and a race that had some promise 

at the start on the Etchells line in Ludlow Bay soon saw contestants scattered askew in 

Oak Bay, subsisting on wisps and waiting for the steady breeze that never came. This 

race, designed to combine Etchells contestants with the PHRF, at first appeared to be an 

endurance struggle between Keta and Rush, locked in a tight race for leadership in the 

Etchells series. While these along with Bananas and Libertarian struggled to keep from 

being pushed up the Port Townsend canal as they approached the mark at Kinney Point, 

Lightning broke loose from a duel on the outside with Hychka and gained the mark first, 

followed by Rush and Keta. Faced with a four-hour limit, others quit the race before 

making the mark. A breeze filling in from the north gave the leaders going downwind 

brief hope they would finish the race. But it died. Stuck in a calm before reaching Colvos Rocks, and with the 

race limit only 15 minutes away, these, too, abandoned the course. 

Captain George Vancouver must have had a good reason for calling the promontory separating Hood Canal 

from Puget Sound Foulweather Bluff. But in our PHRF races, this place has been a recurring source of mishap 

for sailors not for its violent weather, but for the light air and strong current that linger there. This condition 

figured into two races run during the last weekend of May. The first was on May 31, when the annual C&C 

Yachts Rendezvous was gathered at Port Ludlow. Our guests from this club were invited to race with us; we 

left the starting line in two groups, Norôwester and Joy included with the C&C Yachts on a course set upwind 

to Lip Lip Point off Marrowstone Island, then around the buoy at Foulweather Bluff and home. Both groups 

started well and reached north on tacks that traded stronger winds outside for weaker currents near the shore.  

Hychka rounded the mark at Lip Lip first, then Kuuipo, with spinnaker set, forged into the lead as the C&C 

pack began to close the gap. At Foulweather Bluff the lightweight Kuuipo kept her spinnaker set as she 

rounded the buoy and set off across Hood Canal.  Norôwester chose the same tactic and kept her spinnaker fly-

ing as she overtook Hychka just before the mark. In slow-motion likeness to dirt track racers, with wheels 

spinning for traction as momentum carries their stern on a wide swing around the turn while the prow hugs the 

apex, so Hychka and Norôwester, seemingly a handshake apart, strove to overcome the current carrying them 

past the mark and off the course. And like a dirt tracker when momentum overcomes traction and it slides into 

a barrier, so Norôwester was drawn past the mark and into the dreaded light air zone at the foot of the bluff, 

where she dwelled for a time as spinnakerless Nordic Breeze and Joy made their turns. 

The Bluff was the first mark for the Jack & Jill race run the next day in chilly, light air from the northeast. 

With contestants in handicapping order at the N2 buoy and using auxiliary power to get a start, Reality was off 

first and soon could be seen drifting toward Pleasant Harbor with bow pointed toward Bush Point. Hychka, 

despite starting in slightly better wind, soon found herself in the same situation, sailing for a while toward the 

bluff but losing the fetch to the current, then tacking north to regain an angle. Later starters, due in parts to 

more wind, greater sail power, and new strategies, faired better. Soon Norôwester could be seen at the buoy 

and in the lead, redeeming her mishap from the day before. As the buoy near the Bluff drew closer, sailors 

were challenged to make a decision of when to make the last tack and turn. Woe to those who tacked too soon 

and found themselves on the wrong side of the buoy going downstream into the Bluffôs cover! All were wise 

enough to make a successful turn. For the rest of the course to Kingston we were treated to the assorted ca-

prices of sailing in Puget Sound: fresh breezes, dead air, and reverse currents that tightened the pack, except 

for Norôwester, who kept a commanding lead. At Kingston, warm friendship, good food and some spirits 

helped stave off the June chill as we relaxed from a dayôs work at the helm. 

The PHRF early season will conclude with a race on June 28. The summer hiatus for cruising, already under-

way for some, will be interrupted only by the Single-Handed race on July 19. Competition will resume on Sep-

tember 6 with the Marrowstone Island race. 

PHRF race results on page 5. Jack & Jill race results on page 9. 
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PLYC WOMENôS GROUP SPRING LUNCHEON 

The group held their spring event the Silverwater Café in Port Townsend. The luncheon fundraiser provided 

greatly needed womenôs undergarments to the Working Image program.   

Working Image, founded in the late 1990s, helps underprivileged women entering the workforce to achieve a 

professional image. Working Image provides donated gently-used career apparel at no cost to clients. Many 

clients credit the program with boosting their confidence and helping them change their lives for the better. 

Clients are gifted interview appropriate outfits, but they often lack donations of new undergarments, so our 

luncheon truly filled a need.   

Dee Little kept us informed about the event through Jib Sheet 

articles and emails. Betty Kingston and Anne Jenings coordi-

nated with the restaurant, managed the registration and com-

munications about the donations. Maggie Brown and Shelley 

OôBrien arranged the table seating as a mixer so that members 

could get to know each other better. Andrea Marik, Diane 

Golden and Glenda Wetherbee cheerfully greeted us and ac-

cepted the many donations.   

Anne Jenings provided the group with an overview about 

Working Image. Janet Barnes, who volunteers there, told us 

about the many ways that volunteers are used within Working 

Image. Silverwater Café provided its delicious salads and 

sandwiches followed by chocolate truffles. After lunch, Lucy Stone, Anne Jenings and Janet Barnes loaded 

their cars and delivered the donations to Working Image. 

There is no doubt that our generosity will make a positive difference. A Working Image client expressed it bet-

ter than we ever could: ñGifting someone with personalized, professional clothing, compassion, humor and 

such amazing dignity is beyond what thank you can express. You have opened my heart to believe again and 

walk with pride . . .  My spirit soars with gratitude.ò   Thank you . . . 

OCTOBER FUELING CRUISE 

On Thursday, October 16 cruisers will head to Rosario for one night. On Friday the 17th we'll head to Bel-
lingham for three nights. We're working with the Bellingham Yacht Club for an event in their facilities. 
There's also a film festival and Saturday Farmer's Market ð lots to do in this charming town. On the 20th, 
we'll head down the Swinomish Channel to Oak Harbor, enjoy Monday Night Football with the Oak Harbor 
Yacht Club and, hopefully, lower fuel prices. On Tuesday, October 21, we head home to Port Ludlow. The 

October Cruise Directors are Kathy and Milt Taylor and Anne and Don Whipple.  

    

Name 

Start 

Time 

  

Rating 

Finish 

Time 

Elapsed 

Time 

T/T 

Conversion 

Corrected 

Time 

Score 

N 
F 
S 

Tomfoolery 12:00:00 198 14:52:44 2:52:44 0.905292479 2:36:22 3 

Hychka 12:00:00 164 14:31:59 2:31:59 0.950292398 2:24:26 1 

Joy 12:05:00 119 14:34:58 2:29:58 1.017214397 2:32:33 2 

F 
S 

Kuuipo 12:00:00 111 14:40:16 2:29:46 1.030110935 2:34:17 1 

Norôwester 12:05:00 114 14:40:16 2:35:16 1.025236593 2:39:11 2 

C 
C 

Nordic Breeze 12:05:00 111 14:32:51 2:27:51 1.030110935 2:32:18 2 

Valkyrie 12:05:00 173 14:44:57 2:39:57 0.937950938 2:30:02 1 

PHRF Race Results 



 

6 

PLYC JUNE BBQ WAS A HIT 
by Randy Duhon 

By all accounts, we had a great time at the June County Western BBQ and Hoedown, thanks to many people 

who pitched in to make it happen. 

Many thanks to Jim and Diane Strader, who could not attend but provided 

much help and support behind the scenes. 

The food was definitely a hit. Larry and Bugsy Carter themselves prepared 

the pulled pork, butterflied chicken breasts, baked beans and Cole slaw. 

Bob Wilkinson grilled the chicken to perfection. Karla Kramer organized 

all the delicious appetizers which included Steve Shanklinôs world-famous 

clam dip! Dwayne and Diane Wilcox purchased all the food and other sup-

plies. Dan Meade was the chief dessert 

taster and provider of those fabulous Dove Bars. We received many com-

pliments throughout the evening for the tasty food and excellent service. 

Dwayne Wilcox organized what was needed for the bar. The head bar-

tender was Gayle Kulm assisted by Clark Ruggles, Bruce Kramer, Karla 

Kramer, Tom and Mary Ann Callahan and Dan Meade. 

Beth Weaver and her crew did a fantastic job decorating the entire room 

and tables.  They spent countless hours coming up with the creative 

scheme and making everything themselves. 

Patricia Lea was in charge of advertising, creating and placing ads to en-

sure a great turnout. Liz Healy put the final touches on the ad that ap-

peared in the Jib Sheet. Lois Ruggles followed through with sign-up and 

maximized attendance by opening up the BBQ to guests. 

In addition to bar tending and dessert tasting, Dan Meade arranged for the 

servers and cleanup, all of whom did a wonderful job. 

Tom and Mary Ann Callahan arranged entertainment with Hugh and Anne 

Jenings providing great fun with dance lessons. With everyone all decked 

out in their best western duds, we really looked the part dancing to those 

country tunes. 

Many others showed up the day before for setup, including all the above 

and Jack and Betty Hites, Peggy Kulm, Cindy Duhon, John Weaver, Con-

nie Wilkinson, Linda Aho, Arlina Brown, and Sherry Robinson. 

We enjoyed organizing this fun event, and very much appreciate your 

compliments. 


