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Commodoreds Col umn
by Kevin Ryan

Membership in our club has dropped a bit this year. An easy explanation might be to
blame the worsened economic climate and slowdown in the influx of new residents to
Port Ludlow. As is true with all organizations we see a number of members resigning each
year because they have given up boating, moved away from this area, become infirm or
simply lost interest. It is important, therefore, to keep up our efforts to recruit new
members. The board is considering some special programs to achieve this goal:

The Communications Committee is developing a brochure to be distributed in the commu-
nity and surrounding areas to highlight benefits of yacht club membership. This will link
to our Web site which is available to the public and which also highlights our activities.

We have concluded an agreement with the Beach Club to display once again our trophies
and other symbols in the display case of the main meeting room. We have also asked the SBCA Long Range
Planning Committee to consider a similar display of our items at the Bay Club. This would help bring our
existence to the attention of the public.

Vice Commodore David Aho is working with the marina office to identify nonmembers who have boats at
the marina. We plan to have a reception, similar to our new member breakfasts, to explain the PLYC and

(Continued on pagg)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

COMING EVENTS

Basic Boating Skills for Women
Tuesdays November 425, 1 to 4 pm, Port Ludlow Fire Station

Election of Officers Meeting
Saturday November 8, 4 pm, Bay Club

Crui sersd Wrap Party

Fl eet Captainds ( 2 1
Sail Captainds Re 3

Port Captainds Re 3

Etchells Racing Season Ends 4 Thursday November 13, 5 pm, Beach Club
USCG Auxiliary Class 4 Sailorsd Award Luncheon
Friday November 14, Noon, Beach Club
2008 Wrap Party 4 ~ .
Womenoés Holiday Lunchea@n
Wine Country Land Cruise 5 Thursday November 20, Noon, Wing Point Golf & Country Club

Change of Watch Dinner

Fall Fill -up Cruise 6
Saturday December 6, 5 pm, Bay Club

PLYC Womends Grolt 7 1cheon




(Commodoreds Columi) continued from page

invite applications.

By far, the most potent recruiting mechanism we have is . . . YOU. If you speak favorably about the club to
your neighbors and social acquaintances, provide them with an application form and offer to sponsor them,
things are apt to happen. Consider inviting guests to our functions to have them meet the members. See if
your boating friends in the larger area outside of Port Ludlow might be interested in joining.

Recruitment is a job for all of us.
Have Fun . .. Be Safe

FIl eet Captainds Report
by Mike Platt

My wi f e, Sue, and | recently hosted a meetin
to thank them for all their help, and get input from this very experienced and dedicated

. group to evaluate the year®s <cruising season
| and suggestions for the future, but we were still going strong after two hours. On Thurs-

day, November 13, we will have the Wrap Party at 4 p.m. at the Beach Club for all mem-

bers who cruised this year or are interested in cruising next year. At this time | will be

seeking their ideas as well. In my final article as Fleet Captain, | will make recommenda-

tions compiled from all information received. In the meantime, | would like to share some
suggestions from this yeards cruise director s

Stay at least two nights at most destinations.

Continue including a training activity on each cruise.

Develop a list of training activities that might be included.

Include more car-friendly destinations.

Avoid duplicating destinations.

Include a sailor/slow boat -friendly cruise with shorter travel and more anchoring.

Continue morning briefings.

Include an anchoring training activity.

Reduce the number of activities on cruises.

Start each cruise at our marina so everyone has the latest information before leaving.
Reduce the number of cruises by eliminating the July Short Cruise and/or the October Cruise.
Repl ace the October Cruise with a |l and cruise si mi
Standardize destinations for the April and October cruises to insure safer travel.

Allow the December Cruise to explore new destinations besides Seattle.

Assign buddy boats to all new cruisers with social as well as boating responsibilities.

Explore the concept of a Cruise to Nowhere. Stay at Ludlow and have local activities.

Use the cruise sign-up deadline as a cut-off for cancellation refunds.

Coordinate cancellation refunds with the Social Director and develop a policy for it.

Explore cost-cutting measures for cruises such as: reusing three ring binders for cruise packets; send-
ing most cruise information via email; developing a template of timelines and guidelines for cruise
directors as Gordon Fountain did three years ago when he was Fleet Captain.
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We also discussed general ways to save money for all PLYC activities, exploring the issue of reducing our
budget or raising dues. Most people present were in favor of reducing costs rather than increasing dues,
but this is an issue for the PLYC Board to wrestle with. It was a lively meeting and a lot of good ideas were
generated. | would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank all of my cruise directors for their efforts

and input this year.



Sai l Captainds Report
by Doug Pulling

As the PHRF and Etchells racing season concludes in October, we are poised to cele-
brate the completion of our season at the e
be on November 14 from noon to 2 p.m. at the Beach Club. This year we will enjoy

some Southern BBQ while we revel in our successes and bemoan lost opportunities dur-

ing the last season. So if you want to enjoy the company of fellow sailors with some

good food and drink, sign up before November 7 and bring your crew. You must regis-

ter in advance; there is a coupon to do so in this edition of the  Jib Sheet.

This year the Commodoreds Cup race was a |
uled for September 20, but was cancelled then for a lack of wind. Rescheduled for
September 27, it was again cancelled, this time for weak attendance; only = Tomfoolery

was present for the race. Finally on October 11, a day when a brisk northerly would

steadily blow all day, a few stalwarts appeared for the season -ending race, including Kuippo, Shadow-

dance, Hychka and Tomfoolery. It was, by all appearances, a fine day for sailing.

The Cup race started at the Etchells buoys within Ludlow Bay. The first leg, against a flood tide, was to N2;
there we turned south for a run to the Bird Cage in Hood Canal and then beat back to N2 for the finish.
With steady winds between 15 and 18 knots, it was, at last, S h a d o w dsadayc Fo@foolery, cleverly
ducking into back -eddies to defeat the current against her and fighting hard against a wind threatening to
overpower her, made it first to N2. But once in the open water  Shadowdance dogged much of the way by
Tomfoolery, took advantage of the conditions favoring her greater speed, separated from the pack and
gathered in her first win of the season. All hail the Little People.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Frank Lawson for the fine job he has done as the Etchells
Fleet Captain this year. The Etchells program has been well sustained, with a conspicuous esprit de corps,
under his leadership. Frank has also managed PHRF racing during the absence of the Sail Captain, and filled
in with Zephyr for committee boat duty on short notice. Thanks, Frank!

I hope to see you all at the Awards Luncheon, and a
which will be held in February on a date to be determined. Before the Preview Meeting, | will call a Skip-

per's Planning meeting. At this meeting skippers will have a chance to fashion the way the program will be

run during the next season. If there are changes you would like to see in the program, be sure and attend

so that your voice will be heard.

Port Captainds Report

by David Reid
It is never too early to start thinking about Lighted Boats . Or, as the old waterman in
South Carolina told us . . . O0he was fixind6

First item: Check your calendar and make sure you have Friday, December 12 and Satur-
day, December 13 scheduled for this Christmas tradition.

Second item: Shake out the old Christmas lights and think of a new creative way to dis-
play your boat. Remember, this is almost as competitive as PHRF racing, but without the
| rule book.

BeFinal item: I1tdés all about t hdeck fulkof lighted bodth i s
and do her best to get the party concentrated in that area. The more the merrier, so
make your plans and watch for the sign -up opportunities. More information will follow.

Change of Watch Signup Reminder!

There is still time to sign up for the Change of Watch Dinner on Saturday, December 6. Sign up at the Bay
Club until November 14. Dondt miss this fun, festli ve




Etchells Racing Season Ends
by Frank Lawson

The final Etchells racing for the 2008 season took place Thursday. NOAA forecast our stage to be wet and
windy with small craft warnings aloft. However, as they say, a lot of life is just showing up, and the 15
Etchells sailors that showed up to race five boats were treated to a very fine southerly sailing breeze,
brightish skies, and a wonderful afternoon of racing. Windspeeds varied from about 14 out in the bay to
below 10 in the lee of the Tala shore. There was the usual off -the-land shifting of both direction and pres-
sure, so the sail adjustments were in a constant state of flux and life was interesting.

The first race was from the Snake Rock start up to the Ludlow Harbor starting line buoy and back to lee-
ward, twice around. It was one of those days when a boat with a small lead can choose her breeze and al-
ways be free to ride a lift, unconstrained by opposing tactics of nearby boats. = Rushwas able to do so on
the first beat and then was quick to gybe onto port after the windward mark to sail away from the blanket-

ing effect of the Tala shore and into fresher breeze. Her lead looked good and Chris Grace was promoted
from amidships crewman to steering the boat for the second lap; he did an excellent job to secure the win.
Ramb | i ndghowBdogsoel speed up the beat and worked out away from the rest of the fleet on the first
run and sailed well to hold onto second place ahead of Keta, Bananas, and Libertarian .

The breeze was softening before the second start so the intermediate buoy was chosen for the weather
mark, followed by a run back to the start and a long beat to finish at the usual start line. Bananasand Rush
closely shadowed each other up the first beat and split on the run with  Bananasgaining and all but over-
lapped at the leeward mark. It would be a classic case of covering to the finish. Professional sailing photog-
rapher, Michael Berman, sailing on Rushfor his first Etchells ride, took over the helm at the lee mark and
showed his superb dinghyracing talents to excellent effect, covering well, staying in the best of the
breeze, and getting the gun at the finish. Bananaswas close astern and we had to watch the line closely to
determine that it was Roseedging Keta at a very close finish, then Libertarian .

Dan Darrow and Dick Schneider onKeta won the Season Championship; Frank Lawson and Gary Dotson sail-
ing with Sym Sebastian, Terry Barnes and others on Rushwere second. Bananas sailed by Dave Harris and
Ron Campo, was third for the season. Additionally, Rushwon the Etchells Annual Regatta and the Etchells
Match racing, which for some reason that escapes me, do not count for the Season Championship.

So ended a season of some 45 races in these wonderful boats: Spring Series, 10 races; Summer Series, 11
races; PLYC Singlehanded Race; Marine Science Charity, 2 races; Match Racing, 6 races; Annual Regatta, 6
races; Fall Series, 9 races.

So . . . if you are looking for active racing in affordable, low -maintenance boats that are exceedingly sweet
to sail, the Port Ludlow Etchells Fleet offers all that. Racing begins again at the end of March 2009. We 6 | |
look forward to seeing you on the water!

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Boating Class
How to Read a Nautical Chart

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 41, will offer a public course, How to Read a Nautical Chart, on
Monday-Wednesday, November 3 and 5, at the Port Ludlow Fire Station on Oak Bay Road.

Would you like to better understand the symbols and markings used on paper and electronic charts? How
accurate are charts? How are they produced? There is a lot of detail on modern charts. Learn to use it to
track your position and avoid navigational hazards. All this and more is covered in the course offering.

The course fee is $40 per person and includes class materials. Each additional family member is $10. Please
register as soon as possible prior to the class.

For information on registration, contact Dan Johnston at (360) 437 -2368 or danj@cablespeed.com

2008 Cruisersodo Wrap Party

2008 cruisers and 2009 potential cruisers are invited to join your Fleet Captain for the 2008 Wrap Party at 4
p.m. on Thursday, November 13 at the Beach Club. We will serve light appetizers and beer, wine and soft
drinks while we debrief on the 2008 season and get a preview of the 2009 season. Please join us!
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Wine Country Land Cruise
by Liz Healy, Communications Officer
The first PLYC |l and cruise to Washingtonds wi
Strader deserves a round of applause for arranging a terrific trip at an affordable cost, and
.| for performing beyond the call of duty!

We got underway on Saturday, October 11 heading around Hood Canal to I-90 and on to
Vantage where we crossed the Columbia. We headed downriver toward Richland while
Dave, our superb driver from Genie Tours, pointed out various sights in this part of Wash-
ington so wildly different from the Olympic Peninsula.

A i We arrived at Richland, checked into the hotel with great speed in spite of our numbers,
and then assembled later on for a delicious buffet dinner. From the various conversations | heard, everyone
was having a ball, glad to be at our destination, and looking forward to some serious wine tasting the next
day.

And taste we did. Dave drove us to Airfield Estate Winery, Apex, Masquerade Wine Company, Milbrandt
Vineyards, Olsen Estates, River Aerie Cellars, The Winemakers Loft, Thurston Wolfe Winery and Willow
Crest, all in Prosser. Their tasting rooms were beautifully appointed with a good number of wines being
poured. The staff were very knowledgeable about what they were serving, and about the wine -making
process overall.

We had even more fun chatting about the merits of ec¢
about. Happily, many of these wines are available here at QFC and Costco, though some of the rarer finds
could only be purchased on location.

Dave collected us, and we drove on to Terra Blanca Winery in a gorgeous location. We enjoyed box lunches
while sitting in the warm sunshine on the stone terraces overlooking the countryside dotted with vineyards
and other wineries. Terra Blanca was also open for tasting, which spurred several purchases a few of us
enjoyed with lunch. After lunch we drove to Kiona Winery for the last tasting of the day.

That evening, we enjoyed a superb dinner at Ant hony
lovely, relaxed evening spent with good wine and even better friends.

On Monday, we headed to Cowan Vineyards, Hogue Cellars, and Kestrel Vintners and also returned to the
wineries we visited on Sunday due to popular demand. The hold of the bus was stuffed to bursting with
wine and luggage, but we made one more stop at a fruit and vegetable market for fresh produce and other
treats.

After lunch at a rest area in Selah we headed out of the sunshine into the rain, but happily home to Port
Ludl ow after a memorable | and cruise to this stateds

As | said earlier, Diane performed beyond the call of duty. As she was ready to board the bus when we
were heading out, she felland dlong story short b r ok e her wri st. Diane didnot
ting all the way over to Richland in very considerable pain, going to the ER, and having it attended to.

Di ane missed the wine tours on Sunday, but was feel
where Nancy Conley presented her, on behalf of us all, with a cookbook and bottle of wine as thanks for

arranging such a terrific event, and because shedd h
By all accounts, this |l and cruise was a great succes

PLYC SHOP

Purchase PLYC logo merchandise at most social events. If you need new burgees, li-
cense plate holders, name tags, clothing, etc. before the next event, however, please

contact: Property Officer Kathy Traci at 437  -7874 or tracipkt@aol.com.

Also, remember to check the PLYC Web site for information about direct sources for
PLYC logo items at www.plyc.us.




October Fall Fill -Up Cruise
by Anne Whipple

Oct ober 0 sup Eraide was Bdfinitély one for the flexible! Challenging weather caused some cruisers
to |l eave early, some to take circuitous routes and o

The first official night of the cruise found us gathering at the marina of the historic Rosario Resort. Cruisers
shared cocktails and hors ddoeuvr e drurahaforesmaking theestiortc r o s
hike to the Moran Mansion. At the mansion, we enjoyed the talents of Christopher Peacock as he played

both the 1913 Aeolian pipe organ and the 1900 Steinway grand piano. He also shared stories and photos
about Rosariods <colorful history, then wowed wus wit
Steinway and accompanied by the photography of two local photo artists celebrating the wildlife and scen-

ery of the San Juan Islands.

Returning to the marina, in the rain, dinner was served by the cruise directors aboard  Dolphin Spirit : hot
homemade beef stew, crusty breads and |l ots of desser
and his kitty, Baby, joined us for dinner and stayed to enjoy the camaraderie, generously sharing some of

his thoughts on the changes taking place at Rosario Resort.

Day two found us watching for breaks in the wind to navigate off the docks at Rosario for our trek to Bel-

l ingham. The winds did cooperate, finally, and we al
arriving en masse. Docking was very quick! As boats docked, one at a time, those cruisers rushed to help

the next boat make the dock. I n about 20 minutes we
boats were settled comfortably djust in time for the rain to start.

That evening, we took our own cocktails and hors doo
t wo hours of I earning about, and communing with, Puc

son, gave a short but informative training presentation about the effects of marine pollution on marine life

and habitat. Noel and her assistant, Stuart, allowed us to help feed all the animals, including a Giant Pa-

cific Octopus, who definitely stole the show. We were sorry to see the evening end and many of us made a
point of walking by the octopus tank in the centeros

stay.

Day three was pleasant and sunny. Cruisers split up in several directions. Some headed for the Bellingham
Saturday Market and downtown Bellingham. Some enjoyed visiting the nearby chandleries who graciously
offered our cruisers a discount. Others visited the Bellingham International Airport for a tour of the Air
Traffic Control Tower and the nearby Heritage Flight Museum, courtesy of PLYC member and cruise partici-
pant via car, TJ Hill.

Evening found us cocktailing again, this time at the Bellingham Yacht Club. We enjoyed a pretty sunset
overlooking the harbor and met some very nice yacht club members.

Sunday morning, day four, we were all invited aboard Arunaf or TJd&ds speci al Bl oody
to a great brunch at Anthonyds. Having the rest of t
visited museums, explored Bellingham shops and the Fairhaven District, gathered to play games and, in
general, just enjoyed ourselves.

Day five brought stormy weather and much indecision about whether or not we would all be cruising to our

next scheduled destination of Oak Harbor. The predicted storm did not arrive quite on schedule so three of

our most intrepid cruisers headed out to make an unscheduled stop in Anacortes to take advantage of the

best fuel price. of cour se, thatds when the storm a
transmissions glad we had stayed in Bellingham, and
til it was far too late to make it into Oak Harbor. So the evening of day five found our cruisers split up but

safe: three intrepid but somewhat weather -battered boats on the reciprocal at La Conner while the storm

made another pass over, and the remainder still at Squalicum Harbor. The Bellingham contingency barbe-

gued hot dogs and hamburgers in the rain and settled in aboard Dolphin Spirit for dinner and dominos.

Day six found us all headed to Port Ludlow with less than favorable tides and currents but far gentler
weather so we were comfortable. There were lots of porpoises to be seen and Aruna even had an orca

sighting off Partridge Point.



PLYC Womends Group 0Get Ready for

The PLYC Women's Group is once again celebrating theirfinal event of the year at the beautiful Wing Point
Golf and Country Club. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather with your fellow yacht club members and
enjoy a relaxing afternoon of dining and shopping. All PLYC women are included in this invitation!

Where:  Wing Point Golf and Country Club
811 Cherry Street, Bainbridge Island, WA
When: Thursday, November 20 at noon

What: An elegant luncheon served in a quiet, pastoral setting. Choices include either a salad, a soup
and side salad, or a warm sandwich plus dessert. Beverages include coffee, tea, lemonade and
water. A no host bar will be available.

How: Send your check for $18 payable to PLYC to Sheila Brunstad, 691 Pioneer Drive,
Port Ludlow 98365 by Wednesday November 12.

If you have questions, please contact Sherry Robinson at 437-7948 or sarrobinson@msn.comor Sheila Brun-
stad at 437-0482 or hbrunstad@msn.com

Join us for an afternoon of good food, good shopping and good friends. And please remember to wear your
yacht club name badge!

Photos from the Wine Country Cruise Photos from the October Cruise
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More Photos from the Wine Country Cruise




