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JIB SHEET  
òI must go down to the sea again, to the lonely sea and the sky;  

and all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by.ó -- John Masefield  

Commodoreõs Column 
by Kevin Ryan 

Wow! It seems like yesterday that I was composing my first message to you and now we 
are down to the last. The Yacht Club year goes by very rapidly. Aside from the August res-
pite it is just one function after another in rapid fire sequence. There is a job for every-
one willing to get involved; and I think nearly everyone in the club has been involved this 
year either as an officer, cruise director, party chair, or committee member. We work to 
have fun and it is fun to do the necessary work. Life in Port Ludlow has got to be close to 
paradise and PLYC functions contribute greatly. Shhhhh! Donõt tell the people in Califor-

nia. Letõm think it rains here all the time. 

Except for the funny hats we wear, serving as your Commodore has been a privilege, an 
honor, and a lot of fun. Thank you all for making the job at the top very easy. I hope that 

you have enjoyed the year as well.  

By the time this is published we expect to have our trophies displayed once again at the Beach Club. The 
Daves (Reid and Aho) prepared and painted the display case. The rest of the committee including Jerri 
Reid, Diane Purdy, Doug Pulling and Dave Harris designed and completed the display. Thanks to all of them 

for a quick response to a need.  

Have Fun é Be Safe 

COMING EVENTS  
 

PHRF Planning Meeting  
Friday, December 5, 9:30 a.m. Bay Club  

 
Change of Watch  

Saturday, December 6, 5 p.m. Bay Club 
 

Holiday Cruise  
Monday-Thursday, December 8-11 

 
Holiday On The Docks  

Friday-Saturday, December 12-13, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
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Rear Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

As the year comes to a close, I would like to summarize the events accomplished this 

year in my role as Rear Commodore.   

The most significant accomplishment  was developing training strategies for 2008 based 
on input from focus groups, evaluations from the Womenõs Basic Boating Course, and a 
specialized task force that helped refine and prioritize training needs. All of this input 

resulted in a decision to make training for club members a year -round process.   

As part of the training strategies, Basic Boating Skills for Women continued under the 
leadership of Sherry Robinson and Ann Purvis. More than 60 women have participated in 
this excellent program. Thanks to Sherryõs and Annõs leadership it will continue into 
2009. Dave Harris and other sailors initiated PLYC-sponsored sailing lessons in February. 

This was a great opportunity for those who did not own a sail boat to learn more about sailing, get a 

chance to crew on the racing boats, and enjoy the clubõs sailing program.  

Because of the extended opportunities for training throughout the year, the annual Training Day was short-
ened to a half day with a 16 percent increase in the number attending. Topics included course navigation, 
preparing boats for cruising, and marine weather and its effects  on safe boating. A series of interactive ex-
periences were provided that included hands -on use of fire extinguishers, use of personal flotation devices 
and survival gear with an opportunity to use them in the pool, and a nautical chart exercise. Attendees 
evaluated the training, suggested new opportunities for 2009, and commented that their goals were to 

learn something new, refresh skills, and socialize and support PLYC activities.  

In an effort to extend training opportunities throughout the year, Fleet Captain Mike Platt and I worked 
with the cruise directors to identify hands -on experiences that were appropriate to the various types of 
cruises. Cruisers had fun, refreshed skills, and learned new information by participating in a nautical trivia 
board game which included a section on safety regulations and rules of the road. Cruisers also captured 
cleats using a Dock Buddy, reviewed procedures for tossing lines, practiced yoga to loosen stiff cruising 
muscles, and participated in a crew overboard recovery exercise. Our new Rear Commodore, Mike Platt, 

and I hope to add other training experiences in the coming year, such as CPR and first aid.  

My last responsibility of the year is the Change of Watch. Many of you will have attended and enjoyed din-

ner, the member awards, installation of officers, and dancing to The Reflections.  

As with any PLYC event, success comes from committed volunteers who share a vision to get it done. I was 
extremely fortunate to have so many members who helped achieve all our successes in 2008. I look forward 

to serving as your Vice Commodore in the new year.  

Fleet Captainõs Report 
by Mike Platt  

On Thursday, November 13 the 2008 Cruisers Wrap Party and 2009 Cruise Planning Party 
was held at the Beach Club. Attendees brought appetizers and enjoyed beer, wine and 
sodas while trading cruising stories to wrap up the season. Several awards were given: 
The Avid Cruisers Award , given to the nonboard members participating in the most 
cruises, went to Janet and Terry Barnes for going on five of the seven cruises to date. 
The Double Dipper Award  for cruise directors leading more than one cruise went to 
Sheila and Harold Brunstad for directing two cruises. A unique award, the Devil or Angel 
Award, was given to Gordon Fountain for creating designated òDock Angels,ó a term that 
he came up with years ago. A new version of Johnny Angel was performed during the 
presentation by the PLYC Dock Angel Glee Club led by Hugh and Anne Jenings. We also 

presented a donated door prize, one nightõs free moorage at either Bremerton or Port Orchard, won by 
Janet Barnes. During the activities, we were treated to a continuous slide show prepared by Vic Draper 

with pictures provided by Vic, Harold Brunstad, Brad Lee, Sue Platt, and Liz Healy.  
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Many cruise-related recommendations and training activities were suggested. New ideas include unstruc-
tured days between destinations to allow more flexibility, continuing after a cruise to go further north as 
an informal group, and maintaining personal information on board in case of medical emergencies. Training 
recommendations included head maintenance and repair, a seminar on salvage rights and responsibilities, 
diesel maintenance, navigation, insurance, a commercial fishing seminar, winterizing boats, and use of fire 

extinguishers and flares.    

2009 Fleet Captain Harold Brunstad gave a preview of his ideas for cruises and sought volunteers for cruise 
directors next year. If you are interested in directing or helping with a cruise, please contact Harold at  

hbrunstad@cablespeed.com or 437-0482. 

In this last article as Fleet Captain, I want to conclude with some recommendations for the future, drawn 
from various cruise directors and cruisers, as well as from my own experience. Although it has been sug-
gested to reduce the number of cruises, I recommend keeping the schedule the same, letting the availabil-
ity of volunteer cruise directors determine the final schedule of cruises. If any cruises show no interest, cut 
them for that year but schedule them for the next season with the same strategy. I recommend staying at 
least two nights at each location, even if it means decreasing the cruiseõs range. I suggest continuing train-
ing activities on each cruise and making the morning briefings standard. My other recommendations are to 
include an emergency contact number on all cruise sign up forms, create a simple template of instructions 
for cruise directors, reduce the number of activities on cruises, encourage the Sail Captain to create a des-
tination rally for a sailor -friendly cruise, and create a standard personal information form for cruisers to 

complete and keep on board in case of emergency.  

Next yearõs Fleet Captain can review these recommendations and act on those that he thinks are useful. I 
want to thank all who volunteered to be cruise directors this year, the Board of Directors for their support, 
and everyone who cruised with us. Iõm looking forward to serving as Rear Commodore and joining you on 

the water next year.  

Sail Captainõs Report 
by Doug Pulling 

Our PHRF and Etchells season concluded with the annual Sailorõs Awards Luncheon on No-
vember 14 at the Beach Club. Those attending were treated to smoked pork òpigletsó over 
beans, slaw, cornbread, Full Sail Ales, a selection of wines, Washington State cider and 
special cupcakes. After lunch, Commodore Kevin Ryan presented awards for season cham-
pionships and for perpetual trophies to be displayed in the case at the Beach Club when 
renovation of the cabinet is complete. We then settled back to enjoy a video show of this 
yearõs Etchells and PHRF season accompanied by sailing songs and shanties:  Haul On The 

Bowline, The Sailorõs Prayer, The Sloop John B, If I Had A Boat, and My Gallant Crew. 

This seasonõs awards were presented to: 

Keta:  Dan Darrow, Hank West and Dick Schneider, the Etchellõs Season Championship. 

Norõwester: John Neesz and Crew, 1st place, overall:  Icebreaker Race; Scatchet Head Race . 

Tomfoolery:  Tom Peters and Crew, 1st place, NFS Class: Scatchet Head Race; Hood Head Race . 

Sail La Vie: Jerry Wentworth and Crew, 1 st place, overall: Tala Point Race . 

Norõwester: John and Diane Neesz, 1st place: Jack and Jill Race . 

Rush: Frank Lawson, 1st place: Single-Handed Race. 

Shadowdance: Grant Colby and Crew, 1st place overall: Commodoreõs Cup. 

Hychka: Doug Pulling and Crew, Boat of the Year , NFS Class; 1st place NFS Class: Icebreaker Race, Tala 

Point Race, Marrowstone Island Race . 

Kuippo: Horst Frychel and Crew, Boat of the Year,  FS Class; 1st place overall: Hood Head Race; 1st place 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:hbrunstad@cablespeed.com
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FS Class: Commodoreõs Cup. 

The John Golden Trophy  for outstanding individual contributions to the Etchells sailing program was 

awarded this year to Dick Schneider.  

We are looking forward to a fine season in 2009, when forecasters have promised Saturday winds in excess 
of 10 knots. To express your interest in how the next season is fashioned, be sure to attend the PHRF plan-

ning session at the Bay Club on December 5 at 9:30 a.m. 

May there be many beautiful bottoms next year!  

(Sail Captainôs report continued from page 3) 


