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òI am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship.  Louisa May Alcott  

Commodoreõs Column 
by David Aho 

A new year brings new challenges. January is named for the Roman god Janus who had 
two faces, one looking forward and one looking backward. He was usually placed at the 
doorway, the homeõs entrance, seeing what came in and what went out. As we enter 
2009 we look forward to the New Year, but we also look back at the happenings of 

2008. 

The Jib Sheet articles summarized the past yearõs happenings, so I wonõt reiterate. I 
will say, however, òJob well done to all of you who volunteered your time and effort to 

make it a great and enjoyable year.ó 

You have elected Peggy Kulm as Vice Commodore, Mike Platt as Rear Commodore and 
me as Commodore. Along with our other officers, we will assist you in making 2009 as 

good as if not better than 2008.  

The 2009 environment will be greatly changed. We have a new president. We have a financial crisis unlike 
anything since the Great Depression. We are, as a Nation, also fighting two wars. On top of all of this we 
are facing an energy crisis. In September, fuel was over $5 a gallon, today it is under $2. Who knows what 

is next? 

As yacht club members, we will face new challenges and adventures on land and on the water this coming 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Visit the Club Web site at www.plyc.us  
to find picture galleries, cruise signup forms,  

and other Club information.  

year. Looking back on our past successes, we will work together to overcome any and all obstacles and 

make 2009 a good year. 

Be nice. Do good things. Enjoy sound adventures.  

(Commodoreôs Column continued from page 1) 

Vice Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

Greetings and a happy new year from your new Vice Commodore. For those of you who 

are wondering what I will be doing for the PLYC this year, here is a little taste.   

Recruiting and developing a marketing plan that introduces the benefits of our yacht 
club to potential new members will be a big part of my duties this year. I hope each of 
you will give me suggestions about effective ways to identify and recruit new members. 
As part of the plan, I will continue with the new membersõ welcome breakfast each 
quarter. In addition, I hope to market our club by having two social gatherings at the 

marina to interest potential members.  

As part of my responsibilities, I will manage and host the monthly social get together at 
Niblicks. The dates for the next quarter are: January 8, February 12, and March 12 all at 

5 p.m. The cover charge will be $6.50 per person, wine and beer $3.75, and spirits $4 to $6. The Niblicksõ 
staff are planning some great appetizers and will greet us with the same warm hospitality they have shown 

in the past.  

I will be chairing the Officersõ Open House on Saturday, March 7. There will be more to come on this event 
in the February Jib Sheet. In mid -April, I will be joining David Aho and Mike Platt in directing the Commo-
doreõs Wake Up cruise. We are planning some great activities, so look for more information in the next Jib 

Sheet.  

As part of the vice commodoreõs usual role, I will serve on the nominating committee for our 2010 Board 
and serve as the executive officer for our commodore by assisting David in the discharge of his duties. As 
you can see, it will be a busy year once again. Your comments and suggestions for any of the things that I 
do to serve our club are most welcome. I hope the snow gave you great joy, your Christmas was merry, and 

your new year got off to a fine start. I look forward to seeing all of you on the docks.  

CRAB FEST 2009! 

Itõs nearly time for the PLYC annual Crab Fest. Letõs hope the snow is well and truly gone by Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, the date for this yearõs event, which runs from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Bay Club. Sign up at either 

the Bay or Beach Clubs from Friday, January 2 until Friday, January 30. The cost is $30 per person.  

Essence of the Thymes will cater the event beginning with appetizers and then proceeding with the star of 
the show, Dungeness crab, along with pasta salad and jambalaya. Scrumptious lemon cake for dessert will 

round out the evening along with coffee and tea.  

Please be sure to sign up early for this very popular event in which we celebrate our òlocal heroó the crab. 
Meet and greet friends old and new as we look forward to the upcoming cruising season after a long, chilly 

winter.  

If you have questions, please call or email Esther or Dave Wickersham at 437 -9156, wick@cablespeed.com 

or Teresa Forrest at 437-1191. 

mailto:wick@cablespeed.com


 

3 

From the Editor  
by Liz Healy, Communications Officer  

There will be changes in the Jib Sheet beginning with this edition. We will be keeping 
the printed, mailed version to eight pages with no inserts in order to save on printing 
and mailing costs. All registration forms for cruises and other events will be included in 
the online version of the Jib Sheet, and placed on the Web site where they are nor-
mally located. If you need a cruise or other registration form and cannot download one 

from the PLYC Web site, please let me know and I'll get one to you.  

All items to be published in the Jib Sheet should emailed to me by the 21st of the 
month to appear in the following month's edition. If you are including photos, please 

reduce them in size prior to sending.   

If we receive content that cannot fit in an eight -page printed Jib Sheet, we will post 
an expanded version on the Web site. We will continue sending broadcast emails with important informa-

tion you need to know.  

I also want to second what youõve heard from Mike Platt and Harold Brunstad, among others. The cruises 
we enjoy each season are paramount to PLYCõs agenda, and these cruises donõt happen without planning 
and direction. Working with your fellow members to plan a cruise is more fun than you may realize, and 
the perfect way to get to know others in the club. If you havenõt yet volunteered to help plan and lead a 

cruise, nowõs the time to let Harold know youõre ready to do your part. I promise you wonõt regret it! 

Happy New Year!  

David Aho, Commodore  

David was born in Oakland, CA in 1940 growing up on a prune and grape ranch. He 

went to elementary and high school in Ukiah.  

David was a Survival Instructor at the U.S. Air Force Advanced Global Survival School, 
Stead AFB in the 1960s. Afterwards, he attended San Jose State University receiving a 
bachelors and graduate degrees. He became a high school teacher, department head, 

program coordinator, basketball and tennis coach in the 1960s and 70s.  

David is married to his wonderful wife, Linda, whoõs a mixed doubles tennis partner 
and first mate. They have two fantastic children, Amy Lynn, who lives in New York 

City and Neil David, who lives in Berkeley, CA.  

While in California, David directed tennis tournaments for the Northern California 
Tennis Association in his spare time for ten years. He achieved adult ranking in singles, doubles, and mixed 

tournament play.  

David worked in management in software and light manufacturing industry in San Jose in 1980s. He re-
turned to high school teaching in 1987 and retired from the Eastside Union High School District in San Jose 

in 2000.  

The Ahos moved to South Bay Lane in Port Ludlow in August 2000. They own a Flying Dutchman 380 40 foot 

motor yacht, Duchess, and a cocker spaniel, Duke. 

David has been involved in PLYC activities since 2000 serving as treasurer, rear commodore, and vice com-
modore. He also volunteers with the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary as coxswain, instructor, vessel examiner, 

and marine safety officer.  

In addition, David is a member of the Port Ludlow Menõs Golf Association and the Menõs Niners Golf, index 

11.5. 

Meet the 2009 Port Ludlow Yacht Club Board of Trustees  
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David is also a member of the Computer Club, Free Spirits, and Village Emergency Response Team Block 

Captain and is CERT qualified.  

Peggy Kulm, Vice Commodore  

Peggy is a Philadelphia native and a retired Army Nurse Corps officer. She and her hus-
band, Gale, moved from Houston to Port Ludlow in February 2001 after Peggy retired 
from a second career in nursing education and administration in pediatric oncology. In 
addition to the PLYC, Peggy remains active in many volunteer activities for the Chil-

drenõs Oncology Group and the Army Nurse Corps Association.   

Peggy and her husband own the TomCat, a 24 foot power catamaran located on C dock. 
Peggy has been boating with her husband for 20 years. They owned a 22 foot SeaRay 
while in Houston and leased boats out of Anacortes cruising the San Juan Islands and 
Canada each summer. Since becoming a member of the yacht club, Peggy has been 
cruise director on a number of cruises and chaired many PLYC social events. In addition, 

Peggy was the social director for the yacht club in 2003, and rear commodore in 2008.    

As vice commodore, Peggy is responsible for welcoming new members into the yacht club, hosting the 
monthly social get together at Niblicks, serving on the nominating committee, and performing the duties of 

executive officer by assisting the commodore in the discharge of his duties.  

Look for an on-going Jib Sheet column from Peggy in the New Year.  

Mike Platt, Rear Commodore  

Mike Platt was born in Pomona, California in 1946. He and his family moved to Alaska 
and homesteaded in 1959. Mike finished high school there and then attended the Uni-

versity of Alaska at Fairbanks, graduating in 1969.   

Mike taught at Kodiak High School from 1971 to 1993, and there met and married Sue in 
1975. While at Kodiak High, he taught social studies, primarily U.S. history, coached 
cross country, track, girlsõ basketball, sponsored the student council and was athletic 

director.  

Mike retired from Kodiak and moved to the Oregon Coast in 1993, where he resumed 
teaching this time at Taft High School in Lincoln City. At Taft, he taught U.S. history 
and was social studies department chair in addition to coaching girlsõ basketball and 

track.  

Mike retired a second time in 2004, moving to Port Ludlow to take up boating. He and Sue own Razmataz, a 
1981 32-foot Bayliner Explorer. They have cruised the past 4 seasons, mainly on PLYC cruises overnighting 
hundreds of times in those 4 seasons!  Mike and Sue generally cruise to the San Juans and Canadian Gulf 

Islands, and are looking forward to reaching Desolation Sound and Princess Louisa.  

Vic Draper, Secretary  
Vic is a native of Toronto, Canada and reared in southern California. He attended St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School, San Bernardino Valley College and UC Berkeley. He holds 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in Material Science and Engineering with special-
ties in metallurgy and ceramics. He was also a licensed commercial, instrument and 

instructor pilot.  

He retired in 2006 from Ricoh Electronics, Inc. as senior vice president responsible for 

North American manufacturing support operations.  

Vic has over 35 years experience in R&D and manufacturing operations. Before joining 
Ricoh, he held management and marketing positions with Ceradyne, Inc. in Costa 
Mesa, CA. Prior to this assignment, he held management and technical positions with 

Spectra-Physics, Inc., Mountain View, CA, as well as technical positions with Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratories and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories.  
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Additionally, Vic served four years in the U.S. Air Force as a navigation systems specialist with travels 

throughout the U.S., Europe and Southeast Asia.  

Vic has been married to Sharon for 23 years. Between them, they have three children and three grandchil-
dren. The two boys live in southern and northern California while their daughter lives in Kenmore, just 

across the Sound. 

Vic began sailing out of Newport Beach, CA in 1986. He has been fortunate to have sailed many different 
boats ranging from 18 footers to 50+ foot yachts on various charter trips. In addition to the southern Cali-
fornia waters, he has sailed San Francisco and Chesapeake Bays, the Caribbean and was fortunate to com-

plete a race crewing a 12 -meter Americaõs Cup boat.  

With time and age, the desire shifted to power boating and Vic and Sharon began chartering here in Puget 
Sound in 2003. After numerous trips to the area, they realized this is where they would retire, moving to 

Port Ludlow in the Fall of 2006. They continue to charter but do plan eventually to purchase a powerboat.  

Vic is also involved with one of the local investment clubs and the computer club.  

As Secretary, his duties will include maintaining the membership database, processing new member appli-

cations, annual dues assessments, board meeting minutes, and directory publication and distribution.  

Harold Brunstad, Fleet Captain  

Harold grew up in the Tri -Cities of Southeast Washington where he met his wife Sheila. 
He graduated in Zoology from WSU and then completed  Air Force meteorology school at 
St. Louis University. After finishing a tour in Germany as a weather officer, Har-
old returned to the Northwest and  received his Masters in Chemistry and Physiology at 
the University of Idaho. Harold and Sheila have lived in Salem, Oregon; Yorba Linda, 

California; and Camas, Washington before moving to Port Ludlow three years ago.   

Haroldõs professional career involved several sales management positions in pharmaceu-
ticals, chemical water treatment and the tire industry.  He retired  one and a half 

years ago after 20 years with Yokohama Tire Corporation.  

Harold and Sheila, married 43 years,  have been coming to the Port Ludlow area since the mid 1970s while 
visiting Haroldõs parents, who retired here. The Brunstads have enjoyed the boating, fishing, so-
cial  and travel opportunities this area has to offer.  They are visited often  by their two children  who live in 

the Seattle area, Kevin and Signe, along with son -in-law, Adam Naeve. 

We will continue to introduce the new Board of Trustees in next monthõs Jib Sheet  

Photos From Holiday on the Docks  
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Change of Watch Highlights  

The 2008 PLYC Change of Watch dinner was a great success. One hundred forty people enjoyed Cham-
pagne, martinis and Manhattans, a wonderful selection of appetizers, a reflective invocation by Past Com-
modore Howard Slack, an elegant dinner by the Silverwater Café of Port Townsend, dancing to the music of 

The Reflections, and photos to remember taken by our own Larry Carter and Ron Racki.  

A round of applause goes to the Rear Commodore, Peggy Kulm, for chairing the event and to all of the sub-
committee chairs: Anne Arscott for the lovely poster announcing the event; Diane Straderõs team for the 
beautiful programs and name cards; Vic Draper for registration; June Antoine and Dee Little for creating 
elegant, simple decorations; a great selection of wines and pre -dinner drinks by Jan and Arn Ditmar; and 
clean up led by Kay Cathcart. Special kudos go to Jim Strader for a year of managing our bar inventory and 
to Steve Antoine for taking up the challenge for 2009. More than 35 club members helped make this event 

a success.   

Following dinner, Commodore Kevin Ryan welcomed our 2008 new members and past commodores, 
thanked the 2008 Board, and presented the Distinguished Service award to Peter and Jeanne Joseph; the 
Longest Cruise award to Richard and Mandy Rein; and a special recognition to our Sail Captain, Doug Pull-
ing. The tiller was then passed to our new Commodore for 2009, David Aho. David then presented the past 

commodoreõs flag and a special gift of thanks to Kevin Ryan for his years of service to the club. 

Our new Rear Commodore, Mike Platt, will chair this event for 2009. Please volunteer to help Mike with 

this event, which is the highlight of our social year. It is a big job and its success depends on each of you.  

 


