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òI am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship.  Louisa May Alcott  

Commodoreõs Column 
by David Aho 

Iõm beginning to see more of us on the docks getting ready for boating season, and am 

reminded of recent events which prompt me to comment about wearing life jackets.  

Two of our most experienced members recently fell overboard during calm, routine op-
erations. One was still at the dock when it happened. Falling overboard can happen to 

any of us, and in our cold waters hypothermia will quickly set in.  

The recent boating accident off Clearwater, Florida that took the lives of three people, 
two of them NFL players, tragically reminds us of the importance of wearing life jack-
ets. The Associated Press reported that one of the victims dove under the capsized boat 
to retrieve the life jackets on board. We know itõs nearly impossible to don a life jacket 
after you are in the water. If these men had been wearing life jackets before their ves-

sel capsized, they may have survived.  

The Coast Guard estimates that 80 percent of boating fatalities could have been avoided if those involved 
had been wearing a life jacket! Most of us donõt always wear life jackets when weõre on cruises, and to ex-
pect all boaters to do so may be unrealistic. There are, however, certain situations when a life jacket 

should always be worn: 

Whenever the weather starts to get rough . If you wait and the weather worsens, it may be too late. What 
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constitutes rough is relative to the boatõs ability to handle waves and dispense water on deck. A rule of 

thumb: if the boat is rocking uncomfortably, itõs time to don the life jackets. 

Whenever you might be on an open boat less than 25õ in unprotected waters. A large wave or wake can 

hit without warning possibly capsizing the boat sending passengers over the side.  

Whenever you are on a boat with low railings or lifelines.  If you lose your balance, you want a railing or 
lifeline to keep you from falling overboard. Generally, any waist -high railing is safe; from your upper thighs 
to your waist is marginal; and below your thighs requires wearing a life jacket. Also, if there is enough 

room for you to slip underneath the railings or lifeline, wear your life jacket.  

Whenever you are boating with children. Washington State law requires that children 12 years old and 
younger must wear a life jacket at all times when underway in a vessel less than 19õ unless they are in a 

fully enclosed area. Itõs far safer, though, for children on any size vessel to wear a life jacket all the time.  

Whenever you are docking or undocking the boat.  

Whenever youõre working on your boat at the dock, especially if youõre alone. Swimming to the nearest 

ladder in frigid water fully clothed can be difficult if not impossible .  

National Football League players Victor òMarquisó Cooper and Cory Smith along with former University of 
South Florida football players Will Bleakley and Nick Schuyler were typical boaters, except for their fame. 
They set off confident in their knowledge and boating skills, but were overpowered by the weather. Donõt 

let this happen to you or your friends. Life jackets save lives, but only when theyõre worn.  

 Be nice. Do good things. Enjoy sound adventures.  

(Commodoreõs Report continued from page 1) 

Vice Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

The Officersõ Open House on March 7 was attended by 137 members. Many compliments 
were received about the appetizers, mushroom bisque, and the sandwich buffet provided 
by the Silverwater Café. Sue and Kevin Ryan decorated the Bay Club using a wide assort-
ment of nautical flags and a special display of the officersõ flags. Vic Draper and his team 
ensured that members received their 2009 directory. Mike Platt, John Lynch, Steve An-
toine and their dedicated team of bartenders provided the liquid refreshments. The offi-
cers, decked out in dress uniforms, greeted arriving members. A brief business meeting 
was conducted; new members, Cam and Judy Perotta, Dean Rosenthal and Irene Holt, 
Randy and Sandra Verrue, Richard and Mary Wall, Victoria Gaston and Bill Snowden were 
introduced; Grant and Lori Colby received the Meritorious Service Award for assisting a 

vessel in distress; and Jamie Bima described the PLYC Womenõs Group project rehabilitating emergency 
shelter housing in Port Townsend. Four PLYC members were lucky winners of a drawing for PLYC logo cloth-
ing. Unfortunately, 16 members who signed up for the event were òno-showsó incurring a cost of $224. In 
these difficult financial times, we like many others are trying hard not to waste money. Please . . . if you 

cannot attend an event for which youõve signed up, let us know! 

The Niblickõs monthly social event continues to be popular. Join us to welcome the arrival of spring at the 
next Niblickõs event on Thursday, April 9 at 6 pm. The dates for the following three Niblickõs events are 

May 7, June 18, and July 16 all at 6 pm.  

Spring also brings the Commodoresõ Wake Up Cruise, which departs Monday, April 13 and returns to Port 
Ludlow on Friday, April 17 heading to Pleasant Harbor and Alderbrook Marinas. Land cruisers are invited to 
join the boaters at both destinations. The chili cook off at Pleasant Harbor on April 13 and the bratwurst 
and beer fest on April 16 will take place under the new, heated three -sided tent in the pool area. So far, 
14 boats have signed up with no land cruisers. The cruise registration is on the PLYC Web site, and the 

deadline for registration is April 2. Call or email me with any questions.   

Our first new membersõ breakfast for the year is scheduled for Sunday, April 26 at the Heron Beach Inn. 
New members will be joined by their sponsors and key members of the PLYC Board leadership. This is a 
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great opportunity for new members to meet with the Board officers, and hear about member responsibili-

ties and how they can become more involved with club activities.  

The Board is campaigning to encourage all members to receive the Jib Sheet electronically. This can save 
the club money in printing and mailing costs. When you receive the Jib Sheet electronically, you get it 
sooner than via mail. It may also be easier to read online, has color pictures instead of black and white, 

and can accommodate more articles than the printed version.    

(Pictures of the Officersõ Open House are in the Jib Sheet on the PLYC Web site.) 

Rear Commodoreõs Column 
by Mike Platt  

Preparations for another cruising season are underway. Spring means getting the boat 
ready for exciting PLYC cruises. This year weõre coordinating with the Port Ludlow Ma-
rina to bring you a weekend focused exclusively on preparations for cruising. The Marina 
is hosting a For Sale By Owner Boat Show at the marina on Saturday and Sunday, April 25 
and 26 starting at 9 am. They will also host the Marina Swap Meet at the marina pavilion 
on Saturday, April 25 at 9 am. PLYC will be hosting Training Day on Saturday, April 25 

with the focus on preparing for cruising season.  

Training Day will begin at 8:30 am with coffee and pastries in the Beach Club Bay View 
Room.  The general session will begin at 9 am with presentations by various vendors con-
cerning boat maintenance and preparation for the season. We hope to have local divers, 

mechanics, detailers, electronics experts, canvas professionals and upholsterers explain their services, 
hand out information, and answer questions. The general session will be followed by a presentation by Fire 
Chief Ed Wilkerson and a hands-on opportunity to use various fire extinguishers, flares, and life preservers. 
There will also be a towing seminar on the docks, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary will be available to do 
boat inspections. We will keep the schedule flexible so you may participate in the marinaõs swap meet and 

boat show. 

Registration for Training Day will be at the Beach Club from April 6 to 23. There is no cost for PLYC mem-
bers, but there will be a $10 registration fee for non -members. To provide enough flexibility to participate 
in the other activities that day, we will not include lunch and will end Training Day activities at the lunch 
hour. If you have any questions concerning Training Day, please call me at 360 -437-7242. PLYC will be issu-
ing a broadcast email later in April with the Training Day schedule of events. The schedule will also be 

posted on the Web site.  

Open House: Etchells Fleet # 26  
Friday, May 8 & Wednesday, May 20, 4 -7 pm 

Port Ludlow Marina  

The Port Ludlow Etchells sailboat fleet will be hosting two open houses (boats) at the Port Ludlow Marina 
on Friday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 20 from 4 to 7 pm on both days. Fleet members invite interested 

residents to come see the boats, meet the skippers, and go out for a short sail.  

Hereõs a chance for you to learn about those sailboats seen out on Port Ludlow Bay.  The 30-foot Etchells 
sailboat has a simple setup that makes it a premier one -design racer as well as an enjoyable day-sailer. For 
more information on the Etchells, check the International Class Web site at www.etchells.org  or the Port 
Ludlow Yacht Club Web site at www.plyc.us . The boat is sailed in comfort by a crew of two to four people.  

The fleet has a regular sailing schedule most Thursday afternoons from March through October.  

The skippers are always looking to introduce people to crewing and the pleasures of sailing. Everyone is 
welcome regardless of experience. Those attending the open house, who want to go out on the water, are 
asked to wear soft -soled shoes, bring a PFD (life jacket), and dress appropriately for the weather. A limited 
number of PFDs will be available if you do not have one. Meet at the Marina Gazebo. For additional infor-

mation, please contact Dick Schneider at 437 -2802 or Dan Darrow at 437-9208. 

http://www.etchells.org
http://www.plyc.us/
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Port Captainõs Report 
by Randy Duhon 

May is around the corner and weõre getting ready for the official first day of boating sea-
son. Opening Day on Saturday, May 9 will signal the start of what promises to be an excit-

ing boating season for our club.  

The ceremonies start at 1000 with the procession of officers, invocation, raising the col-
ors, and a bit more of the pomp and ceremony that will signal to everyone that boating 

season is here. 

Remember, there are three events for which you may sign up. The first event is the Chris-
tening of Boats. If you are new to the club, new to boating, have a new boat, or would like 
your boat re -christened, please join in this event. Weõll provide further details ahead of 

time.  

The second event is the Parade of Boats. All are welcome to participate and to decorate your boat for the 
procession around Ludlow Bay. If you are not a boat owner, ask to join a friend and come along. After the 

parade boat owners will return to the docks and may provide refreshments.  

The third event is the BBQ. Guests are welcome. The cost is $5 per person for hot dogs, hamburgers and 

even pulled pork. If you plan to attend the BBQ, please bring a salad, dessert, or side dish to share.    

Here is the tentative schedule of events:  

¶ 1000-1030: Opening Ceremonies 

¶ 1030-1100: Christenings 

¶ 1100ð1300: Parade of Boats 

¶ 1300-1400: Refreshments on the Dock 

¶ 1400-1600: BBQ in Marina Tent 

Signup is easy. There are signup sheets at the marina PLYC bulletin board for each event. Or just contact 
me at randyduhon@cablespeed.com. 

Fleet Captainõs Report 
by Harold Brunstad 

Cruising season is just around the corner! Log on to the PLYC Web site and register for the 
Commodoresõ Wake Up Cruise scheduled for April 13-16. This cruise to Pleasant Harbor and 
Alderbrook Resort will be a great start to the 2009 season. The May and June cruises will be 
here before we know it. Make sure you check out the exciting itineraries for these and the 

rest of our 2009 cruises on the Web site.  

Remember to send me your I-68 data before April 24 if you plan on enrolling in this pro-
gram. For vessels 30 feet in length or greater you will need to obtain a 2009 U.S. Customs 
Decal if you plan to cross the U.S. border. This must be ordered online at www.CPB.gov. 

The Web site is cumbersome and you may need to call 317-298-1245 for assistance.  

A great source of information regarding regulations for crossing the border by boat between the U.S. and 
Canada is the Waggoner Cruising Guide 2009, pages 12-16, or Northwest Boat Travel 2009 , pages 90-91. 
You will find answers to most of your questions in these publications or they will guide you to the proper 

Web sites. 

One exciting aspect of cruising in the Northwest is the opportunity to see orcas. I want to alert you to new 
legislation that was passed last year to reduce the impact of vessels to the southern resident orcas. Police 
may now hand out $500 fines to vessels approaching within 100 yards of the whales, positioning themselves 
ahead of the whales so that they will be òunexpectedlyó surrounded, or failing to disengage their engines if 
they find themselves too close to a pod. The area along the shore at Lime Kiln lighthouse on San Juan Is-

land is especially sensitive.  

Thanks to all of you whose support will make 2009 a fantastic cruising season for PLYC!  

mailto:randyduhon@cablespeed.com
http://www.CPB.gov
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Sail Captainõs Report 
by Doug Pulling 

As our blustery spring weather arrives, so does the new PHRF season. Our first race, the 
Icebreaker, is scheduled for April 4. If you have been on the cusp of participating this 
year, I encourage you to join in and give it a try. There is a racing registration form for 
the 2009 season available in the PHRF page on our website http://plyc.us/activities/
phrf/index.html . Fill it out and bring it with you to the Skipperõs Meeting at 10:30 am on 

race day. 

At the Sailorõs Preview meeting on March 20, we reviewed the schedule for this year. It 
differs from years past by concentrating racing in fewer weekends. There are two regat-
tas, one in the spring and one in the fall, in which races will be run on Saturday and Sun-

day. Each regatta weekend will also feature a BBQ. Also new this year is a Marrowstone Island race on Oc-
tober 3 -4 featuring an overnight at Fort Flagler State Park. We will work with the rangers to make the 

floating dock (normally removed at summerõs end) available for participants in this race. 

Our guest speaker at the Preview meeting was Sean Rankin of Northwest Sails, whose loft is located up-
stairs from the School for Wooden Boats in Port Hadlock. His sail maker, Kay, and wife Ingre, who operates 
Northwest Canvas, were present to answer questions about sail and canvas maintenance and repair. We are 
fortunate to have such capable and resourceful folks as neighbors. Sean introduced the Port Townsend Sail-
ing Association calendar of events for this year, which includes a Port -to-Port race on August 8-9 that over-
nights in Port Ludlow. This is an open date on our calendar and will include entrants from Port Townsend 

Yacht club. PLYC sailors are invited to join in this race and the potluck ashore.  

We are still looking for volunteers from PLYC power boaters to fill out the committee boat schedule. All of 
those who have stepped forward so far are doing double -duty, leaving three openings on our schedule: the 
Hood Head race on May 30; the Single-Handed race on July 18; and the Commodoreõs Cup on September 
19. We would also like coverage for alternate dates (see schedule below). Please send me a message at 

dpulling@earthlink.net  if you wish to volunteer.  

Port Ludlow Yacht Club  
2009 PHRF Events  

Date  Event  Venue  Time  Cmte. Boat  

March 20  Sailorsô Preview Meeting Beach Club  1000   

April 4  Icebreaker Race  Marina  1030  Escapade  

April 18 -19  Tala Point Regatta  Marina  1030  Dolphin Spirit  

May 2  Thundermug Race  Marina  1030  Red Knot  

May 30  Hood Head Race  Marina  1030  

June 28 -29  Jack ón Jill Race Marina  1030  Escapade  

July 18  Single -Handed Race  Marina  1030  

August 1 -2 Tala Point Regatta (alt)  Marina  1030  

August 29  Scatchet Head Race  Marina  1030  Red Knot  

Sept 19  Commodoreôs Cup Marina  1030  

Sept 26  Commodoreôs Cup (alt) Marina  1030  

Oct 3 -4 Marrowstone Island Race  Marina  1030  Dolphin Spirit  

Oct 17 -18  Fall Regatta  Marina  1030  Zephyr  

Nov 6  Sailorsô Awards Luncheon Beach Club  Noon  

http://plyc.us/activities/phrf/index.html
http://plyc.us/activities/phrf/index.html
mailto:dpulling@earthlink.net
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NEW MEMBERS 

Ahoy & Welcome Aboard!  

William Snowden and Victoria Gaston  live in Scottsdale, AZ, though 
Bill hails from Atlanta, and Victoria lived a few years in Florida. They 
have four children, and are expecting a sixth grandchild in August. 
Both Bill and Victoria retired after working for over 20 years for US 
Airways (formerly America West), Bill as captain of Boeing 737s, and 

Victoria as a flight attendant.  

Bill has nearly 50 years boating experience, joining the University 
Yacht Club in Atlanta as a junior in 1960. He joined the Atlanta Yacht 
Club in 1980 serving on the board for 3 years. He was regatta chairman 
for 2 years of the Snipe Halloween Regatta with over 120 boats. He 
also served as District Four Governor for the Snipe Class, chaired the 

entertainment committee for the Atlanta Yacht Club for 2 years, and was race committee and host for the 

Laser Southerns. 

In 2004, Bill and Victoria bought a J109, and joined CYC Seattle sailing in Puget Sound. They moved the 
boat to Southern California sailing actively there for the next 3 years. They purchased their current boat, 
a 2000 Wauquiez 43PS, in December 2008, and hope to begin cruising in April. Port Ludlow was their first 

choice for boat moorage, and Zest II should be here soon! 

Randall and Sandra Verrue  moved to Port Ludlow in 2008 from the Bay 
Area. They have two sons and four grandchildren; one son lives in Wash-

ington State and the other near Lake Tahoe.  

Randy is the President and CEO of HCV Pacific Partners, the manager of 
Port Ludlow Associates. Randy and Sandra look forward to being a part 

of the Port Ludlow community and seeing it prosper.  

The Verrues started boating with ski boats on Lake Arrowhead and 
cruised the San Juans and Gulf Islands with friends in the 1980s. When 
they moved to the Bay Area, they purchased a Carver 40 which they 
sold before moving to Port Ludlow. In 2005, Randy and Sandra chartered 

a Meridian 50 cruising in Canada, and bought their current boat, a Maxum 25, in 2007.  

The Verrues are looking forward to cruising the waters out of Port Ludlow, and joining PLYC activities.  

Richard and Mary Wall moved to Port Ludlow full time last May. 

Theyõre both retired, and active members of the community here. 

Moving beyond bathtub boats and an 11-foot Sea Snark sailboat, the 
Walls have been boating seriously for many years. They have sailed 
and cruised with friends on San Francisco Bay. They have owned a 55-
foot houseboat on Lake Shasta since 1981, cruising there multiple 

weeks every year. 

The Wallõs Port Ludlow boat, The Bucket List, is a new 18-foot Duffy 
electric boat perfect for dayboating and relaxing evening cruises 

around the area.  

Richard and Mary will enjoy the best of two very different boating lo-

cations, and look forward to becoming active PLYC members.  
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Womenõs Group February Luncheon 
by Sharon Draper 

There was snow on the ground, but the sun was shining and inside spring was in the air at the Fireside, Inn 
at Port Ludlow. On February 26, 40 members enjoyed the first PLYC Womenõs Group event of the year. Kay 
Cathcart and her committee, Sharon Walker, Gayle Ehler, and Marianne Hauptman, arranged a lovely 
luncheon. They carried out a spring theme with charming bird feeding stations as centerpieces. New mem-

bers were given a centerpiece and a drawing was held for the others.   

Jamie Bima presented details on the Crisis Cabin Rehab Project in Port Townsend and gave an update on its 
progress. She showed òbefore and afteró pictures of the first completed cabin ð an amazing transforma-
tion.  The cabins provide families in crisis (mostly women and children, many leaving abusive domestic 
situations or homelessness) with a safe place to live for up to 90 days.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 

the PLYC Women's Group to make a difference in their lives.   

The group will be concentrating their philanthropic endeavors on this project in 2009. There are six cabins 
remaining to be rehabbed. For full details on this worthwhile project, go to the PLYC Web site at 

www.plyc.us  and click on the link from the March 7 Announcement about it on the home page.  

May ôNorthern Exposureõ Cruise 
by Vic Draper 

Just 11 days after the bridge closes, plan to get away with PLYCõs Northern Exposure May cruise. Leave the 
hassles of being cutoff from points south and instead head for points north. With relaxing times in each 
port, Mayõs cruise is just whatõs needed to begin your cruising season or kick-off that trip farther north. 
Roche Harbor will be our first stop for two days of relaxation and exploration, plus a dinghy cruise to Eng-
lish Camp/Garrison Bay followed by a hosted dinner of BBQ Tri -Tip with all the fixings back at the docks. 
The Port of Sidney will be our next two -day layover for a Brats/Potluck dinner and the many opportunities 
Sidney and its surroundings offer. Another dinghy cruise over to Canoe Cove for a no -host lunch at Sofieõs 
Caf® will further complement your Sidney stay. Only a short hop away, weõll head to Ganges to explore 
markets, shops and unique restaurants. Join your fellow cruisers for a no -host dinner at the Harbour House 
restaurant with a bon voyage to those heading farther north and those returning home. A Friday Harbor 

layover awaits those returning to Port Ludlow.  

The May cruise application is posted on the Web siteõs Cruise Schedule page at www.plyc.us , and must be 
submitted by April 22 with no refunds after May 1. The cruise is limited to 30 boats. If you have questions, 
please contact me at (360) 633 -5104 or foglifter@cablespeed.com.  

The Capital Cruise  
Tuesday, June 9 to Tuesday, June 16  

No Straits ð No Stress! 

Join us for a cruise to South Sound Destinations. Weõll first visit Tacoma for a restaurant dinner, and Fair 
Harbor for a progressive pot luck on various boats. Weõll then spend two nights in Olympia, with a tour of 

the Capitol, if you wish, and a cocktail party on Shamrock.  

Next, weõre off to Gig Harbor for a Margarita glass decorating contest, with Margaritas on the dock fol-
lowed by dinner at a nearby Mexican restaurant. The final two nights will be at Bell Harbor Marina in down-

town Seattle, with a òLittle Italyó dinner on hosted boats on our final night. 

The Capital Cruise registration form is now available on the Web siteõs Cruise Schedule page at 
www.plyc.us . The registration form contains full details for each location, and other important informa-

tion. Marinas are usually full in June, so sign up early. The registration deadline is May 4!  

Cruise Directors: Terry and Janet Barnes (437-2431), Wally and Kay Cathcart (437-8044), Randy and Cindy 

Duhon (437-7823), and Cam and Judy Perrotta (437-9421).  

http://www.plyc.us
http://www.plyc.us
mailto:foglifter@cablespeed.com
http://www.plyc.us
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Officersõ Open House Photos 


