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JIB SHEET  
òA boat is safe in harbor, but thatõs not what a boat is for.ó  Anonymous  

Commodoreõs Column 
by David Aho 

PLYC began its 2009 yachting season in April with the Wake-Up Cruise, which was also 
the Commodoreõs Cruise. We headed down Hood Canal to Pleasant Harbor and Alder-
brook, two highly popular cruise locations for PLYC. Did you know Hood Canal is the only 

fjord in the continental United States?  

Well, this year the cruise got off to a shaky start. The weather was bad with reports in-
dicating it would get worse. Three boats decided for various reasons not to join the 
cruise. Another planned to head to Pleasant Harbor the next day. Less than an hour af-
ter I left the dock at Port Ludlow, I received a phone call indicating one of our boats 
was turning back due to an overheated engine caused by a seacock valve malfunction. I 
discovered three minor boat problems on my boat: first the diesel heater was not work-

ing, second the battery for the generator was dead, and third the drive belt for the radar antenna had 
come off of its sprocket. These were found too late to repair before the cruise, so I decided they might be 

repaired on the way and we would work around them.  

The next morning, after getting underway, one of the boats lost its AC electrical power. This was a prob-
lem since it was cold; the microwave and TV would also not be able to function.  Fortunately we have ex-
perts on each cruise who can usually remedy any problem, medical or mechanical. By the next day, my ra-

dar problem had been repaired and the electrical problem was fixed by resetting a circuit breaker.  
(Continued on page 2) 
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As we discussed the mechanical problems during our cocktail parties, some members suggested renaming 
the cruise to Shake-Down or Break-Down. I recall that a mechanic at Port Townsend Marine once told me 
that cruising was really òrepairing your boat in exotic places.ó There may be more truth than poetry in that 

statement.  

Overall the cruise was great. PLYC cruisers are among the finest and friendliest people anywhere. The 

scenery in the Pacific Northwest is unparalleled. It doesnõt get much better than this.  

Be nice. Do good things. Enjoy sound adventures!  

(Commodoreôs column continued from page 1) 

Vice Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

Fifty -eight members welcomed spring at Niblickõs on April 9. If youõre stuck on this side 
of the Hood Canal Bridge, then join your friends on Thursday, May 7 at 6 pm for our next 
Niblickõs gathering. The following three Niblickõs events are at 6 pm on June 18, July 16 

and August 13. 

The Commodoreõs Wake-up cruise was great fun, even though the weather got us off to a 
rocky start. Thirteen boats made the trip and 10 land cruisers joined us at the different 
stops. The chili cook -off at Pleasant Harbor was a great success with 8 different chilis to 
taste. The marina staff generously opened the deli lunch area so we could eat in com-
fort. Vic Draper took first prize for his bean -free chili and Jean Kraft took second for her 
zippy-tasting chili. For those who love the heat, Henry Nelsonõs award winning chili-

rubbed buffalo meat chili left many of us in tears. We continued onto Alderbrook Marina where we had an 
impromptu oyster feast as a result of the oysters collected by local gatherers. Our new members, Jim and 
Marilyn Colee, prepared them for us on the grill with Marilynõs secret sauce. Alderbrook graciously allowed 
us to use their beautiful lobby for our cocktail hours and book exchange. On Thursday, it was back to Pleas-
ant Harbor for our brat and beer night. Sue Platt brought along her laptop and showed all of the terrific 

pictures that she took during the cruise. It was a great way to cap off the trip.  

Our first New Membersõ Breakfast for the year was held on Sunday, April 26 at The Resort at Port Ludlow. 
New members Jim and Marilyn Colee, Irene Holt and Dean Rosenthal, Cam and Judy Perrotta, Randy and 
Sandra Verrue, and Richard and Mary Wall, were joined by their sponsors and several board members. After 
a delicious buffet breakfast and remarks by Commodore David Aho, board members discussed their duties 

and encouraged new members to get involved by helping with cruises, sailing events, and social functions.   

The Nominating Committee is requesting nominations for board officers for 2010. Past Commodore Kevin 

Ryan has a notice in this Jib Sheet with information about the process.  

As always, your comments and suggestions for any of the things that I do to serve our Club are most wel-

come. 

Fleet Captainõs Report 
by Harold Brunstad 

The Wake Up Cruise was safe and fun-filled. Thanks go to Commodore Dave, Vice Com-
modore Peggy, and Rear Commodore Mike and their spouses for making this a grand kick-
off to our 2009 cruising season. You can read all about the cruise in the Commodoreõs 

and Vice Commodoreõs reports in this issue.  

The May Cruise, Northern Exposure, is just around the corner. A pre -cruise briefing will 
be held Friday, May 1, 4 pm at the Bay Club. Cruisers are due to depart for Roche Harbor 
on Monday, May 11. Other stops include Sidney, B.C., Ganges on Salt Spring Island, and 
Friday Harbor. Some cruisers will be heading north from Ganges rather than returning 

home via Friday Harbor.  

Donõt forget to sign up for the June Capital Cruise . The registration form is on the PLYC Web site on the 
cruise page. The cruise page and registration form include all the exciting locations and activities that 



 

3 

NEW MEMBERS  
Ahoy & Welcome Aboard!  

Jim and Marilyn Colee moved from Astoria to Port Townsend in 2005. 
Jim was a lifelong Oregon resident spending 25 years working in 
manufacturing as a metal fabricator. In 1993, he joined Oregonõs fish 
and wildlife service as a fish hatchery technician. Marilyn is a Mon-
tana native, moving to Oregon in 1967 where she became an RN 

working for 35 years in labor and delivery.  

The Colees have been married and boating for 35 years enjoying wa-
tersports, boat camping and fishing. Theyõve cruised the Columbia 
River and fished in the Pacific for salmon. Theyõre excited about 
cruising here and exploring Puget Sound and Canadian waters. Join-

ing PLYC will be a great way to meet others interested in and knowledgeable about cruising in this area.  

Jim and Marilyn knew little about Port Ludlow before owning their current boat. They feel the Port Ludlow 
Marina is by far the best of the six moorages theyõve had over the years! Located in an area of unsur-
passed beauty, Port Ludlow is a boaterõs paradise with a strong sense of community spirit not found every-

where else. Welcome aboard!  

Cruise Directors Terry and Janet Barnes and their committee have planned. The June cruise departs Tues-
day, June 9 and will explore our beautiful South Puget Sound while visiting Tacoma, Fair Harbor, Olympia, 

Gig Harbor, and Bell Harbor in Seattle.  

If you are planning to cross the straits this year, a handy source for reporting sea conditions and weather is 
Dial-A-Buoy, 1-888-701-8992. When asked you will need to enter the 5 digit number for a buoy location. 
Here are some that I use most frequently: Smith Island 74791; Hein Bank 46088; Friday Harbor 37391; Point 

Wilson 78991; Saanich Inlet 46134; and Port Angeles 78291. I look forward to seeing you on the water!  

April Cruise Photos  
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Marine items for sale, trade,  

wanted or giveaway  

MOKI III For Sale!  

1981 34 foot CHB  
Tricabin Trawler.  Ford Lehman die-

sel engine. Great shape! Two 
heads! V berth; double & single 
bed in stern.  Call Tom Conley at 

360-301-3433. 

PLYC SHOP 

Purchase PLYC logo merchandise at 
most social events. If you need  

new burgees, license plate holders, 
name tags, clothing, etc. before the 
next event, however, please contact 
Property Officer Joanne Racki at 437 -

7748 or jandr@cablespeed.com.  

Also, remember to check the PLYC Web 
site for information about direct 
sources for PLYC logo items at 

www.plyc.us.  

Port Captainõs Report 
by Randy Duhon 

OPENING DAY is quickly approaching. If you havenõt signed up, NOW IS THE TIME. The 

last day to sign up is May 4, but the sooner the better!  

Remember, there are three events you may sign up for. The first is Christening of the 

Boats for those who have a boat to christen or re -christen. No boat is too small.  

The second event is the Parade of Boats, open to all yacht club members. Decorate your 
boat to your heartõs content or just put the old pressure washer to it and launch her. 

But do get her out there joining in the parade, which is always impressive.  

The third event, open to the entire community, is the Yacht Club BBQ. The cost is $5 

per person plus a side dish to share with others when you show up for the grub.  

The celebration starts at 10 am on Saturday, May 9 with ceremonies worthy of the first official day of boat-

ing.   

Signup is at the PLYC bulletin board at the marina, but I prefer if you email me and Iõll put you on the list, 

randyduhon@hotmail.com. 

Thanks! 

Social Directorõs Column 
by Diane Strader 

By now, you should have received an email from PLYC about the June BBQ scheduled 
for Saturday, June 6. With the Hood Canal Bridge closing for six weeks beginning May 1, 
many members may plan on being gone and unable to attend the BBQ. Please call or 
email Vic Draper or me right away to let us know if you will attend the BBQ:  Vic: 
437-5112 foglifter@cablespeed.com and me: 437-9697 straders@cablespeed.com. 

Please let us know either way .    

This October 25-28, weõll be holding our next land cruise, this time to Harrison Hot 
Springs in British Columbia. The bus ride up and back should be lovely this time of year. 
Relaxing in the five mineral hot springs pools, and enjoying the other many amenities 
at Harrison will be truly delightful. If you were on the land cruise to Washington Wine 
Country last October, you know what a wonderful time we had, even me with a broken 
arm! This year will be just as spectacular so donõt miss it. Details and the registration 

form are on the Social Functions page of the Web site. The cost of $380 per person includes everything  
except any extra spa treatments you may want to enjoy. Like last year, Iõve negotiated another excep-
tional, low rate so take advantage of a wonderful experience and sign up soon! You can also check out Har-

rison Hot Springs by going to their Web site at www.harrisonresort.com . 
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