
 

  

Port Ludlow Yacht Club   

June, 2009  

òI am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship.  Louisa May Alcott  

Commodoreõs Column 
by David Aho 

Opening Day began for the Commodore with a fabulous breakfast hosted by the Past 
Commodores.  Next, with all of the officers, piper and drummer assembling, a large 
adult bald eagle circled above the Marina about 15 minutes before the Opening Day 

ceremony was to begin. Was this an omen?  

We followed the piper and drummer into the fire circle at the Marina Pavilion. We rec-
ognized and honored those who had crossed the bar by sounding a bell and playing  
Amazing Grace. We raised the flags of the United States, Canada, the USCG Auxiliary, 
Washington State and the Yacht Club. The Commodore commanded that one cannon 
shot be fired and the Yacht Club season was opened. We then proceeded to the docks to 
christen membersõ new boats. Champagne was poured over the bows and wishes of good 

fortune and good cruising were made. Champagne toasts were given with smiles, laughter and joy.  

Twenty-plus boats were then commanded to form a parade and pass in front of the Commodoreõs boat ren-
dering appropriate salutes. The event was well organized and everyone seemed to have a great time. All 
boats returned to their slips without any mishaps. Some entertaining followed on the newly christened 
boats, as well as others, and then the group headed to the Marina tent area for a sumptuous barbeque 
lunch prepared by a terrific group of Yacht Club volunteers. All the while the weather cooperated and the 

lunch attendance was the largest in Club history. Thanks to all who made this event such a success.  
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Almost immediately after the barbeque, some of the Yacht Club members took off on the May cruise to the 
San Juan and Gulf Islands. The early departure was due to the impending bad weather coming Monday. 

With all the planning, the preparation, and the pleasure, Yachting Season has begun indeed!  

Be nice. Do good things. Enjoy Sound adventures.  

(Commodoreõs column continued from page 1) 

Vice Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

Thirty -eight members celebrated with Mexican appetizers at our Niblickõs event on May 
7. Join your yacht club friends as we approach the Summer Solstice and swap cruising 
stories at Niblickõs on Thursday, June 18 at 6 pm. With any luck the sun will be out and 
we can talk about the fun we had at the June BBQ and on the June cruise. The following 

three Niblickõs events are July 16, August 13 and September 3 at 6 pm.  

I joined the May Northern Exposure cruise that went to my favorite places. It was great 
fun with sunny weather to match. Please congratulate the wonderful directors for their 
great efforts when you see them: Vic and Sharon Draper, Bill and Teddy Clark, Chris and 

Karen Hashagen, and new members, Jim and Sue Milner.   

As I reported in the last Jib Sheet, we had our first new membersõ breakfast of the year. New members 
found meeting the officers and hearing about their duties and the basic structure of the PLYC to be most 
beneficial. In general, they were overwhelmed by the amount of volunteer opportunities they could be-
come involved in to support the club. They heartily endorsed continuing the event for future members. 
Sponsors were encouraged to keep in touch with their new members to help them feel welcome at the nu-

merous club activities.  

As a member of the Nominating Committee, I hope you took advantage of the invitation to submit nominee 

suggestions for our 2010 Board. The deadline was June 1.  

As always, your comments and suggestions for any of the things that I do to serve our Club are most wel-

come. 

Rear Commodoreõs Training Day Report 
by Mike Platt  

Despite several schedule conflicts on Saturday, April 25, Training Day 2009 was a surpris-
ing success. Since we were competing with the marina's Boats for Sale by Owner boat 
show and the marina swap meet, the format for Training Day was changed. The theme 
was Getting Ready for the Cruising Season and featured a vendorsõ seminar and hands-
on safety activities. Participants used various types of fire extinguishers, fired a variety 
of flares and attended a towing practicum on the dock. The schedule was more flexible 
than in the past to allow participants to attend the swap meet and boat show at the ma-
rina. Property Officer Joanne Racki treated participants to a Training Day discount on 

PLYC logo apparel clearing out a lot of left -over inventory.  

We annually invite members of 11 neighboring yacht clubs to join us for Training Day and 
two members from other yacht clubs did, as well as 45 PLYC members. The vendorsõ seminar was designed 
to acquaint members with various businesses providing services locally for boaters. Of the 23 vendors con-
tacted by Fleet Captain Harold Brunstad, eight representing seven businesses attended the Training Day 
seminar: Mike Novack from UltiMate Diver Detail, Cody Patterson from Sound Maintenance, Peter Kopetzky 
from North Wind Welding, Joe Sifton and Teresa Miller from Sea Bear Canvas, Gary Coleman from Coleman 
Diesel, Jim Blair representing Madrona Hill Urgent Care, and Jerry Wentworth from Gold Star Marine. Ven-

dors gave presentations explaining what services their companies provide.  

Following this seminar, firefighters from Fire District #3 gave a presentation about fires and extinguishers, 
and supervised an opportunity for Training Day attendees to use various types of fire extinguishers. This 
was an activity that was part of Training Day last year, but important to repeat. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flo-
tilla 41 past and present commanders David Aho and Joe Langjahr demonstrated the proper use of flares 
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and provided an opportunity for all participants to try the various flares used in boating emergencies. Many 
attendees brought out -dated flares for the exercise, and additional flares were provided by Bob Bima and 
John Fort. This was a popular exercise because it isn't something that most boaters get to do. You can't fire 
flares for fun without Coast Guard permission. Training Day ended with Kevin Ryan conducting a towing 
seminar on the dock with the assistance of Wally Cathcart and Chris Hashagen. This was especially timely 

because two of our members towed disabled boats during cruises last season. 

Even with the impending Hood Canal Bridge closure and other activities, attendance was greater than ex-
pected; everyone seemed to enjoy the activities and get a lot out of the day. Coordinating with the marina 
activities gave a big -time boat show quality to Training Day.  Some tweaking of the schedule with the ma-

rina could provide a model for a new and improved Training Day in the future.  

I would like to thank Wally and Kay Cathcart, Harold Brunstad, Kevin Ryan, David Aho, Joe Langjahr, Chris 
Hashagen, Bob Bima, John Fort, the firefighters of Fire District #3 and, especially my wife, Sue, for all 

their help in making Training Day 2009 a success. 

Port Captainõs Report 
by Randy Duhon 

There are two items Iõd like to discuss for the summer.   

Reciprocals . We are very fortunate to have the use of reciprocal slips throughout much 
of Puget Sound and into Canada. Some members have never used this privilege while oth-
ers use them frequently. It is quite easy to use the facilities that other yacht clubs pro-
vide for us. Many are free while some charge a nominal fee for electricity. I recommend 
checking the Web site of the yacht club whose facility you plan to use. The reciprocal 
yacht clubs are listed in the back of the PLYC directory; youõll have to Google the yacht 
club name to get to their site. Another source of information is the Burgee Book. Itõs al-
ways a good idea to call the yacht club or marina before you arrive at the phone number 
theyõve listed or on your VHF when youõre underway. And remember, always fly your bur-

gee. 

Watch Captains . Our Watch Captain program is unique to the area and we have received many compli-
ments. Itõs easy to do and quite rewarding. If other yacht club members are using our reciprocal slips, the 
Watch Captain gets a PLYC complementary packet for each vessel from the marina office. Ask the marina 

office staff for the names of boats and the yacht clubs represented.   

After picking up the packets, go to the reciprocal dock and introduce yourself as a greeter representing the 
PLYC. Present the owner with the packet and offer any local information they may require. Ask if they are 
being treated well and make them feel as welcome at our club accommodations as you would like to be 
treated at their marina. If there is no one aboard, just leave the packet on the boat, out of the weather if 

possible. 

This year the Watch Captain season runs from May 18 to September 7, Labor Day, with watches from Mon-
day through Sunday. I hope to have alternates available and the schedule will have names and phone num-
bers of all the volunteers in case you need to switch dates. The first two weeks are covered but the rest of 
the season is open. I need volunteers. If you have any questions about the program please contact me. En-

joy the season!  

Sail Captainõs Report 
by Doug Pulling 

Our springtime sailing season has begun, not with a bang, but a whimper, some might 
say. Winds have been light, though there is some evidence that we are picking up 
steam. The Thundermug race on May 2 was cancelled when forecasts of unruly gusts, 
which didnõt materialize until late in the day, caused the race committee to retrieve 

caution from the wind and fold up camp.  

For the Icebreaker race on April 4, we were presented with an uncommon southeasterly 
(Continued on page 4) 
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wind. We decided to go twice around the Foulweather Bluff buoy, and it seemed for a while that weõd 
have a spirited race. With good starts , Norõwester and Sail La Vie chose to tack up the Hood Canal, while 
Tomfoolery , Hychka and Flying J continued on starboard tacks further north. The boats in the Canal 
rounded the mark first, set spinnakers and headed toward dying winds while the rest found dead air at the 
Bluff after making the mark. The race was shortened when it was evident that the wind had blown its last 

gasps on our first circuit. Sail la Vie edged Norõwester by correcting just ahead of her.  

The Tala Point Regatta on April 18-19 featured a race each day and a barbecue to conclude the weekend 
on Sunday. Both races were delayed, but finally started in light winds and each proved a challenging com-
petition. On Saturday the race went to Kinney Point, notorious for its confluence of PT canal current and 
dead air below the land. Sail La Vie went upwind skillfully but lost sight of the mark and stumbled there 
while Hychka came around and was followed closely by Tomfoolery . Sail La Vie was quickly back in charge 
downwind, finding a light breeze on the western shore that took her to the finish clear ahead, but not 
enough to stave off Tomfoolery  in corrected standings. Sundayõs big surprise was the heavyweight, Shad-
owdance, making the upwind mark first in light air. It appeared a mirage to those aboard Hychka and Sail 
la Vie,  which had got off first and were carefully working up the western shore.  But there she was coming 
from a mile away! And again, there was Tomfoolery,  always in the game, finishing just behind Sail la Vie  

and Shadowdance to take the Regatta Cup going away.  

The early season will have concluded May 30 with the Hood Head race. June 28-29 we look forward to the 
Jack ôn Jill race, and in June to a new event coordinated by John Neesz, Port Ludlow Sails, sponsored in 

part by PLYC. Check for Johnõs article about this event elsewhere in the Jib Sheet. 

(Sail Captainõs report continued from page 3) 

Social Directorõs Column 
by Diane Strader 

If you havenõt signed up for the June BBQ on Saturday, June 6, there may still be time if 

you hustle on down to the Bay Club and sign up right away.  

Also, donõt forget about our October Land Cruise to Beautiful British Columbiaõs Harrison 
Hot Springs, one of the premier resorts and spas in this area. For the incredibly low price 
of $380 per person, you get everything, absolutely everything, included: transportation, 
three nights at the Harrison Hot Springs Lodge, full use of all five mineral springs pools, 
all meals, a cooking demonstration, opportunities for walks or easy hikes around the area, 
time for relaxing with friends or curled up with your favorite book, and just enjoying the 

spectacular beauty our part of the world provides.   

We had such a terrific time on last yearõs Land Cruise to Washingtonõs wine country. 
Please join us for a very different cruise adventure this October! Registration information is on the PLYC 

Web site.  

Womenõs Group Summer Luncheon 

The PLYC Womenõs Group is planning a luncheon on Wednesday, July 8, at the charming Breezy Hill Bistro 

in Silverdale. A social hour will begin at 11:30 with lunch served at 12:30.  

The price of $20 includes your choice of entrée, bread and tapenade, a choice of non -alcoholic drinks, in-

cluding sodas, dessert, tax and tip. Wine by the glass is available at a fixed price including tax and tip.  

Entrée choices: lemon-chicken salad sandwich on a toasted croissant with pomme frites; warm crab and 
artichoke sandwich on an open-faced croissant with a side salad; vegetarian quiche with a side salad; or 
penne pasta with grilled chicken and sun -dried tomatoes in a rosé cream sauce. Dessert will be an assort-

ment of freshly baked cookies.  

The deadline for reservations and check receipt is Tuesday, June 30. Please mail your check with your en-

trée choice to Joanne Racki, 53 Jackson Lane, Port Ludlow 98365.  

Email or call Anne Jenings (anne@ourserendipity.com  437-5162) or Betty Kingston (bkingston@olympus.net 

437-9243) with questions.  

mailto:anne@ourserendipity.com
mailto:bkingston@olympus.net
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Classified Advertisements  

SEA LION, 1985 43' Ocean Alexander: Many upgrades. Twin Lehman 135, 4.4 kw Genset, Espar heater, 10' 
AB RIB with 15 hp 4 stroke Honda on electric davit, 2 Vacuflush heads and 2 showers, new bimini.  Call 
Terry at 360-710-8660 or view specifications and photos at http://www.aurorayachtservices.com/
boat4sale/index.html  
 

MOKI III, 1981 34õ CHB Tricabin Trawler: Ford Lehman diesel engine. Great shape! Two heads! V-berth, 
double & single bed in stern. Call Tom Conley at 360 -301-3433.  

Mayõs Northern Exposure  Cruise a Great Success 
by Vic Draper 

PLYCõs May Cruise was a great success! Nearly everyone left a day early due to pending poor weather. Hap-
pily, the forecasts were not reliable and Monday and Tuesday at Roche Harbor were sunny and fabulous. 
The Tri Tip BBQ on Roche Harborõs dock was delicious as were the side dishes and desserts provided by 
members. Before dinner, Sherry Robinson and Harold Brunstad provided an excellent demonstration on 
properly equipping your dinghy. Many members took advantage of the dinghy lesson by zipping over to Eng-

lish Camp where they spent a few hours walking around this lovely area with such an interesting history.  

An early Wednesday crossing to Sidney avoided a late-in-the-day front that moved through the area provid-
ing copious amounts of wind and rain. Thursday was gorgeous and most cruisers took a B.C. Transit bus to 
Canoe Cove for a late breakfast followed that evening by a Brats Dinner, again with delicious side dishes, 

and table games late into the evening.  

Friday had the fleet repositioning to Ganges for a busy weekend of roaming around the art galleries, 
Gangesõ wonderful Saturday Market, and then a delicious buffet at Harbour House Restaurant. Throughout 
the cruise, our moose mascot attended every event. Each boat was asked to name the moose with a winner 
to be chosen at the end of the cruise. Many interesting, creative names were proposed with first place go-
ing to Steve Shanklin, Sherry Robinson and Monica Brown with a vocal rendition of Mickey Moose. Ten 

members returned to Port Ludlow, while the other ten headed to points north.  

Port Ludlow Sails  
Twilight Celebration of Sailing  

by John Neesz 

Modeled on similarly sponsored, low-key, weeknight sailing activities around the country, Port Ludlow Sails 

offers local sailors opportunities to get together this summer and share their favorite activity.  

Each Wednesday evening in June and during Port Ludlow Days (Wednesday, August 12) all sailors and 
friends are invited to meet at Port Ludlowõs Marina at 5 pm to sail for a few hours followed by food, cama-

raderie, and door -prize drawings for skippers and crew under the big tent.   

The PLYC, the Resort at Port Ludlow, and 11 other area sponsors are supporting these nights to foster more 
organized, fun sailing at Port Ludlow. Our beautiful bay and its surrounding scenery are all the more majes-
tic when painted by the late afternoon sun. What could be better than enjoying all of this while sailing 

over our shimmering waters? 

For more information, contact John Neesz at 437 -9605.    

VIEW THE EXCELLENT PHOTOS TAKEN BY OUR MEMBER PHOTOGRAPHERS ON 
THE PLYC WEB SITE AT WWW.PLYC.US! PHOTOS ARE FROM  

TRAINING DAY, OPENING DAY AND THE MAY CRUISE. 

Thanks to photographers Vic Draper, Liz Healy, Frank Lawson,  
Sue Platt, Ron Racki, and Harlen Whitling.  

http://www.aurorayachtservices.com/boat4sale/index.html
http://www.aurorayachtservices.com/boat4sale/index.html
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Training Day Photos  

Opening Day Photos 


