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òThe sea finds out everything you did wrong.ó   Francis Stokes  

Commodoreõs Column 
by David Aho 

One of the first things I noticed about Port Ludlow, other than that it was one of the 
most beautiful places in the Northwest, was the people. They are fantastic. Our Yacht 
Club members are especially so. The PLYC is one of the most sharing organizations I 
have ever belonged to. Members readily share their skills and take time to 

teach boating classes, sailing programs, cooking, and sometimes lessons in life.  

On the recent June Cruise to the South Sound, many examples of sharing were exhib-
ited: the time and effort of the cruise directors, the individual hosts for dinners or 
cocktails, assistance in mooring at each marina, a friendly radio call if you did not show 

up on time, route planning, fishing tips and tactics, where to eat, and where to shop.  

One thing that binds members of the Yacht Club together is the willingness of the more 
veteran amongst us to assist and mentor newer members. This sharing is most evident on cruises where we 

are together for an extended period. One cruise can create close bonds of friendship that last many years.  

Members also share their wealth of cruising experiences from Alaska to Mexico, the Caribbean, the Chesa-
peake, and around Europe. They also share humorous and serious boating experiences. This sharing has 

helped spur new members to become interested in cruising to more distant ports of call.  
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PLYC is an exceptional yacht club because of you . . . just thought Iõd share this. 

Be nice! Do good things! Enjoy Sound Adventures!  

(Commodoreõs column continued from page 1) 

Vice Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

As we approached the Summer Solstice, 32 PLYC members attended the Niblickõs social 
on June 18. The numbers of members attending are steadily decreasing over time. Let 
me hear from you if you think we should do away with the tradition or change the fre-
quency. Our next two Niblickõs events are on July 16 and August 13 at 6 pm and will con-

tinue until I get feedback from you.  

I joined the June Capital Cruise  that headed south to many places I had not been by 
boat. It was terrific with the best weather ever! When you see the directors, please 
thank them for their immense efforts in making this cruise a success: Terry and Janet 
Barnes, Wally and Kay Cathcart, Randy and Cindy Duhon, and new members, Cam and 
Judy Perrotta. Cam went all out on the final night by preparing his delicious Pasta Per-

fecto for all of us!   

The Nominating Committee will be meeting at the end of June. We look forward to finding members to 

serve on the 2010 Board.  

We will be breaking as usual in August, so my next column will be in the September Jib Sheet. By then, I 
will have cruised with our Club on the short and long July cruises, visited my mother in Philly to celebrate 
her 85th birthday, attended an Army Nurse Corps Association Board meeting and visited Disneyland. All 

these fun activities make the summer seem really short.   

As always, your comments and suggestions for any of the things I do to serve our Club are most welcome. 

Be sure to give me your opinion about continuing with our monthly Niblickõs social events. 

Fleet Captainõs Report 
by Harold Brunstad 

The cruising season is going strong! The weather for all of the cruises so far this year 
has been fantastic. The May and June cruises were both great successes thanks to the 
efforts of the cruise directors. Please express your appreciation to these volunteers. 
They are all listed with their respective cruises on the PLYC Web site. You still have a 
chance to join the fun on the July and September cruises. The July short cruise has 22 
boats and four land cruisers signed up! And remember, you donõt need to follow the 
exact itinerary for any cruise. If you are only able, or desire, to attend certain seg-
ments, thatõs fine! We just ask that you let the cruise directors know of your changes 

when you sign up. 

I have had the opportunity to join all of the cruises so far this year and it has allowed 
me to explore the San Juan Islands, Gulf Islands, Desolation Sound, and then back to the South Sound. 
While cruising to Princess Louisa Inlet, we enjoyed a real bonus beyond the unbelievable scenery and 
weather. Five PLYC boats showed up at the same time and we were able to celebrate Pat Cooperõs birth-

day together. It was almost like we planned it.  

I will let the respective cruise directors describe their cruises in detail. We have taken advantage of excit-
ing itineraries, activities and sunny weather in the mid 70s. I am convinced this is the best and most excit-
ing way to get to explore our beautiful part of the world and share this experience with your fellow yacht 

club members. If you havenõt been able to come on a cruise this year, sign up now!  

If you want wind and wave conditions for the Strait of Juan de Fuca, you may want to use this link: http://
www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=46088 . This site gives you current wind and wave conditions 
for Hein Bank, which is just west of the route usually taken from Port Townsend to Cattle Pass. Forecasts 

http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=46088
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=46088
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for the strait can also be found on this Web site. In addition, you can use the map of buoys to obtain infor-
mation for other buoys including some in the Strait of Georgia. The buoys are diamond shaped on the map 
and you just click on the desired location. You can zoom out on the map to include the Strait of Georgia. 
For example, I find the buoy for Halibut Bank to be the best one to use for a crossing from Nanaimo to the 

Sunshine Coast. 

I hope to see you on a cruise soon! 

Sail Captainõs Report 
by Doug Pulling 

The highlight of June sailing has been the Wednesday evening Port Ludlow Sails, spon-
sored in part by the PLYC. An afternoon of relaxed sailing for all in the splendid setting 
of Port Ludlow Bay had been the inspiration of John Neesz, who as Sail Captain could 
see the value of such an event to draw sailors with a boat berthed at Port Ludlow into 
a communal sailing activity. The results have been spectacular, due in part to great 
weather, but mostly to the enthusiasm created by the organizers, John and Diane 
Neesz. Only the turbulent air late on June 24 kept boats at the dock, and even then a 
turnout of 50+ enjoyed a BBQ dinner compliments of Port Ludlow Marina.  Ten to 
twelve boats and fifty to sixty -five sailors participated in each of the first three 
events, which included a relaxed race to the buoy near Colvos Rocks and back, then a 

dinner and prize drawing under the tent at the marina. Forty -five sponsors have contributed over 100 
prizes awarded over the five nights of Port Ludlow Sails.  Cucina Pizza and the Resort at Port Ludlow have 
also supported the dinners. The concluding Sails event will be held Wednesday, August 12 in conjunction 

with Port Ludlow Days. We are expecting the last night of this series to be its climax.  

Turning to the PHRF program, the Hood Head Race on May 30 was scheduled to be a two-part race that in-
cluded lunch at anchor near the newly completed Hood Canal Bridge. But with the prospect of light north-
erly winds fading, we decided to get underway and continue without pause at the Port Gamble buoy. At 
the Etchells buoys all got off to a good start with Kuippo and Sail la Vie out front for the turn at N2.  Going 
downwind in the Canal, Shadowdance, the only boat without a flying sail, found the best wind along the 
eastern shore, while Sail la Vie worked through some dead air along Tala Point. Kuippo and Flying J made 
steady progress down the middle and at the Port Gamble turn Shadowdance was surprisingly in the mix 
with the lighter boats flying spinnakers. Hychka had turned her gennaker into a figure eight during a gybe 
before Hood Head and was out of it. On the upwind leg to N2, Sail La Vie made steady gains on Kuippo, but 
Flying J stayed close and, crossing just behind Kuippo, corrected ahead of both. Shadowdance, dogged by 

Hychka on the upwind leg, caught a breeze just before the finish to bring her in ahead.   

The Jack and Jill race will have been run at printing and will be reported next month.  Our next scheduled 

PHRF race is the Single-Handed on July 18. 

Port Captainõs Report 
by Randy Duhon 

The Watch Captain program for the season is going well, but I still need volunteers for a 
few remaining weeks: July 6, July 27, August 17, and August 24. If you can help out on 
these I would be most appreciative. It takes but a few minutes of your time and benefits 

our club, Port Ludlow, and most of all, other yacht club members who use our dock.  

By the way, I hope you have been using reciprocal slips this season. I spoke with a couple 
from the Sequim Bay Yacht Club last week. They had spent a few days on Whidbey Island 
and were returning home, so they dropped in to spend the night and enjoy a beautiful 
summer evening looking at our view of the Olympics. In the entire month of May, only 11 
boats used our reciprocal dock. If we can project from that, we might assume that their 

docks have lots of empty space during the month.   

Being on your boat is a great reason to smile -- a lot!  
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Social Directorõs Column 
by Diane Strader 

Thanks to the great help we had for our June BBQ, this popular event was a real success 
and everyone seemed to have a good time. I especially want to thank Eve MacDougall for 
securing the miniature horses and our singing duo, The Port Townsend Trolleys, who kept 
us all entertained. Special thanks also go to our crew of servers who did a great job as 
usual. Eve and Jeanne Joseph handled the creative decorations, which provided a touch 
of the West. Thanks also go to our wonderful, hardworking bartenders who kept every-

oneõs glass full! 

Our next event is the annual Salmon Bake on Saturday, September 26. Please mark your 

calendars so you donõt miss this one!  

If plan to join the Land Cruise to Harrison Hot Springs Resort in Canada October 25 
through October 28, it's time to sign up. Registration will open to non -PLYC members on August 1 if there is 
space available. The registration form is on the Web site on the Social Functions page in the list of events. 
Donõt miss this opportunity to visit Harrison Hot Springs for such an incredible price! I hope all of you have 

a wonderful, safe summer.  

June Cruise ð Sunshine All the Way!  
by Janet and Terry Barnes 

Three boats left a day early. One went to Poulsbo and the other 
two anchored at Blakely Harbor. Over cocktails these two dis-
covered a mostly obscured sign which read òCaution Cable 

Area.ó Oops, another local hazard to be aware of! 

The official start of the cruise was Tacoma where cruise direc-
tors Kay and Wally Cathcart had arranged dinner at Woodyõs res-

taurant, where we were made most welcome.  

Early Wednesday off we went through The Narrows to Fair Har-
bor Marina. Situated at the end of lovely Case Inlet it is a beau-

tiful little marina though barely able to accommodate our 11 boats. Luckily, cruise directors Cam and Judy 
Perrotta had experience with stern -in rafting. With the assistance of fel-
low cruisers we were able to dock Red Knot, Queen B and China Clipper 

into one side tie slip.  

We had our first dinner aboard the cruise directorsõ boats, and Duchess, 

that evening giving people an opportunity to get acquainted.  

When we arrived in Olympia it was hot and sunny. A walk to the farmers 
market proved fruitless; they close at 3 pm, but another short walk to An-
thonyõs Hearthfire restaurant provided refreshment and a fabulous three-

course dinner at a ridiculously low price.  

Fridayõs tour of the Capitol was very interesting. The guide was well informed, and encouraged a òhands on 
experienceó which led to the highlight of the tour, Liz Healy playing an abbreviated version of Beethovenõs 

Für Elise on the 100-year old Bluthner grand piano in the Governorõs Reception Room.  

That evening took us aboard Shamrock for a cocktail party 
hosted by Sharon and John Lynch. 
Sharon and the cruise directors 
provided hors dõoeuvres, whilst 
John provided high-quality liba-
tions. Another evening to remem-

ber.  

Saturday brought us to Gig Harbor 
where cruise directors Cindy and 
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Randy Duhon had arranged a 
Margarita glass decorating com-
petition. The glasses were dis-
played on the dock for voting 
prior to the serving of Margari-
tas at the customary 5 pm cock-
tail hour. The creativity was 
amazing: the winners were Terri 
Ross, Henry Nelson, and Lanny 
Ross. Thanks go to Randy and 
Wally who valiantly perfected 
the recipe and then kept the 
Margaritas flowing. Some of the 

ladies were not able to vote because they had been driven to Chicoõs, 
where they were treated to light refreshments while they shopped 
before being driven back to the marina. They did, however, arrive in 

time for the Margaritas.  

A very pleasant meal at El Pueblito just across the street rounded off another lovely day. Thank you, 

Lanny, for making it very special indeed.  

On Sunday Gail and Peggy Kulm 
arranged for us to enjoy the 
fabulous Champagne brunch at 
the Tacoma Yacht Club. We 
zipped over in Tomcat, Xtsea, 
and Wild Goose and were able 
to enjoy a superb spread and 
return to Gig Harbor before 
checkout time and then head to 
Bell Harbor. Appetizers on the 

dock that evening rounded off yet another great day.  

Our last day was spent at leisure until 6 pm when we gathered once again on host boats to enjoy an Italian 
meal with Pasta Perfecto prepared by our Italian chef Cam Perrotta. What do you do after a meal like that? 
Why you lift someone out of his seat using only your fingers. Randy Duhon was our first subject, followed 
by Harold Brunstad. Thank you Maggie Brown for re-introducing this tradition on the May cruise. It is amaz-

ing! 

After an uneventful trip home, our sunshine cruise was all done. Special thanks to the Ahos, Lynches, and 
Rosses, and kudos to our cruise directors, the Cathcarts, Duhons and Perrottas, who put so much effort into 

making the cruise a success. 


