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Commodoreds Col umn
by David Aho

You have probably heard rumors to the effect that the Yacht Club is in negotiations
with PLA for a facility at the Harbormaster Restaurant. The rumors are true, but noth-
ing is final as of yet. We have many details to work out. Most of the questions | re-
ceive are: What is it going to cost? Are the dues going up?

The Board of Directors is pursuing leasing the Wreck Room level of the Harbormaster
Restaurant . The Boardds intention is for t
on a trial basis. This would give the club
on a property which would resemble the 0Ne\
Having a Yacht Club facility is a transformational event. This temporary facility would

be used for the vast number of social events, meetings and classes which would not

need a larger venue. Some new events and uses, which have not been scheduled in

the past because the c¢club did not have a facility,
Club facility concept without long term obligation. The Yacht Club intends to lease the Wreck Room for

one year with the option to renew the lease year -to-year until the current building status changes.

The next question is what will it cost? PLYC will pay $2200 per month plus some utilities. How will we pay

for it? The plan is to use funds from the capital account as an extraordinary purpose for the first year. If

the membership agrees that a facility is a good idea, an increase in dues may be appropriate to cover ordi-
(Continued on page 2)
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nary operating expenses in future years. Most agree that the project is a good idea that will benefit the
whole membership. Your Board and Committees are working hard to make this project happen.

Remember, Be nice! Do good things! Enjoy Sound Adventures!

Vice Commodoreods Col umn
by Peggy Kulm

|Our turnout for the September Niblickds soc
| So, the Board has recommended that we skip October and re-evaluate whether we

should do one in November. It would still be necessary to start at 4:30 p.m. due to the

Il imitations of overtime placed on the Nibl
think.

| plan to arrange a New Members Breakfast in October. | received lots of feedback after
the last one and hope to continue to improve the experience for our newest members.

o | saw quite a few boaters from other yacht clubs during my tenure as Watch Captain in
September; they were very appreciative of the program. The Marina kindly added our
new PLYC brochure to the handouts that they provide to boaters when they arrive. The
brochure is a beauty and quite informative. Many thanks to Liz Healy and her team for such a great job.
The brochure can be viewed on the PLYC Web site by clicking the brochure link located on the Home Page
at the end of the Commodoreds wel come.

By the time you get this Jib Sheet, the slate of nominees for the 2010 Board will have been announced at
the Officersd Nomination Dinner. My sincerest t hank:
Kevin Ryan for leading the effort to prepare the slate.

As the Change of Watch gets closer, | am beginning to think about my theme for the year in which | will
serve as your Commodore. | am reminded of a quote from a famous woman: Life is a dream, realize it; Life
is a challenge, meet it; Life is an adventure, dare it . A bottle of Champagne for toasting to realizing
dreams, meeting challenges, and having great boating adventures in 2010 to the first PLYC member who
can tell me the name of the famous woman.

FI eet Captainds Report
by Harold Brunstad

The summer cruising season concluded with an exciting September cruise. It was varied
in its destinations and full of exciting adventures and social activities. Thanks to the
Hashagens, Ryans and Nelsons for their planning and execution of this cruise. There are
other cruise articles in this Jib Sheet edition so be sure to read about our excellent Is-
land Adventure .

We are basically done for the official cruising season except for some Christmas shop-
ping and fun on the December <cruise to Seat
of going on all of the cruises this year and | have been amazed at the creativity, organi-
zation, dedication and hard work that our cruise directors have put in to make it all

: - possible. Please take the time to thank them. Their names are on our Web site next to
their respective cruises. My wife Sheila and | have never had so much fun cruising. There is no better way
to enjoy cruising, getting to know and having fun with your fellow PLYC members all at the same time.

Pl anning for next yeards cruises wil/l begin before \
year. This is your opportunity to get involved and patrticipate in highly valuable club activities. When our

new Fleet Captain, Steve Antoine, asks for volunteers, give him some help if you can. | know there are a
multitude of ideas out there on what makes a successful cruise and by volunteering to help you have a
chance to odo it your way.©o

Thanks again to the cruise directors and participants for making this a wonderful PLYC cruising season.
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Sai l Captainds Report
by Doug Pulling
It may be my opinion only, but this has been a wonderful year for sailing and for PHRF

racing. Wedve had only one race <cancell ed,
much wind! Light air has stildl been a <cha
scribed later, was interrupted by a squall that all but doused the race. But no races

have been curtailed. Along with the splendi

outdoor activities wedve been blessed with
rescheduled and run along with the Scatchet Head Race during a two -race weekend
August 1-2 with Flying J running very well in both races!

Our next opportunity to use our share of fair wind comes this weekend with the Mar-

: rowstone Island races on October 3 and 4. This event includes a sail outside of Mar-
rowstone Island and around its northern point to a finish in Port Townsend Bay. The racers will spend that
evening at Fort Flagler and enjoy a BBQ ashore, then return to sleeping quarters aboard or at home and
rise the next day for a race home to Port Ludlow. Plans for this race are still underway at this writing with
auto shulttles to the park at Flagler a critical piece.

The race for the Commodoreds Cup, the most distingui
on a day with strong currents and changeable weather. Duchess manned by Commodore David Aho and
Past Commodore Kevin Ryan, anchored the starting line. Although a full complement of race boats were
expected, Flying J and Tom Foolery had to withdraw on race day, leaving Nor 6 we st er , Sai l L
and the defending victor, Shadowdance to compete for the trophy. The forecast for southerlies never ma-
terialized, and the fleet started upwind in slack tide into a sometimes  -brisk northerly toward the first mark

at Lip Lip. Nor 0 wemessed by Sail La Vie, was first to the mark (or, rather, the vicinity of the mark)
where briskness fizzled and finickiness set in. The two lead boats only flirted with the tetrahedron as they
chased wisps; they dawdled there long enough for Hychka to join the quest. The three finally turned the
mark, followed later by Shadowdance and headed downwind toward Foulweather Bluff as the flood tide
was building. N o r 0 w easdtSailrLa Vie, flying spinnakers, sailed together on a direct course toward the
mark, while Hychka, on a broad reach, sailed high on a starboard tack hoping to capture more current.
When the flying sails boats approached the buoy at Foulweather Bluff, the current was running strong.
They came in low and after dousing their spinnakers sailed back up on a reach before gybing around the
buoy. Hychka, wing-in-wing as she fetched the mark, returned to her former course then gybed to a port
tack just before the buoy, allowing the current to carry her through the turn and into a position to chal-
lenge the leaders crossing the Hood Canal. Just then a squall set in, and with it a complete dissipation of
the wind. For what seemed perpetuity, our leaders loitered in the Hood Canal, no more animated than the
flotsam drifting about their hulls. Meanwhile, Shadowdancerounded the buoy at Foulweather Bluff and
gained on the leaders for a while, until her air failed and slight breezes ahead got the leaders going again.

N o r 6 w easdtSailrLa Vie had a three-knot duel at the finish with N o r & w em®dsiegrseconds ahead. But
Hychka, sailing close, crossed in time to take the Cup by a comfortable margin in corrected time.

Our 2009 PHRF season will conclude with the Fall Regatta, scheduled for October 17-18.

Soci al Directordos Col umn
by Diane Strader

Our next big social event is the Election of Officers Dinner on Saturday, November 14,
which is going to be a wonderful Italian dinner with an open bar, antipasti, tasty food

. and wine at the table, and an assortment of Italian pastries for dessert. To complement

_; the food we're also planning professional entertainment for your listening and dancing

i pleasure. This is one of those fine events supplemented by PLYC so the cost per person
Jis only $15. How can you beat that? We're expecting a large crowd this year so signups
will begin on Monday, October 12 and end on Friday, November 6. Please sign up early
and join your friends on November 14 to congratulate and welcome the new 2010 PLYC
Board.
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September Island Adventure Cruise
by Chris and Karen Hashagen

After a stormy weekend, our cruise began under fair skies and calm seas as we made our way to La Conner,
our first stop. Many cruisers left a day early to break up the long journey traveling to Langley, Coupeville,

or Hunter Bay for their first night. Once gathered in La Conner, we enjoyed our first evening together on
the dock, then a day of beer tasting, wine tasting, and wandering the streets of La Conner without the
busy summer crowds.

—

The next morning we headed north to Sucia Island, the start of our true island
adventure. Harold and Sheila Brunstad were our early scouting party and re-
ported back that, unfortunately, they were not greeted with the empty moor-
ing buoys that we had hoped for. However, they
did an excellent job, along with Wally Cathcart,
of securing the limited dock space for some of E
our cruisers, and helping the others secure the
mooring buoys as they became available. With

- the aid of some o0ding
ashore that evening for a delicious potluck barbecue at the shelter. Sue
Pl att and Doug Pulling got in the
eras, 6 while Mike Platt manned the |

done (thanks, Mike dthe salmon was terrific!). We returned to our boats un-
der a beautiful Sucia sunset and spent our first quiet evening under a sky full of stars and no city sounds.

Next stop 8 Port Browning. We cleared customs at Bedwell and, surprising to us, a few brave souls decided
to go through the North Pender Channel, so we followed. With The Captain Cooper and Razmataz already
safely through and docked, Escapadeled the way for China Clipper, Freedom and
Island Drifter , and what fun it was! It is always nice to have something new to add
to the log, which brings the confidence level up a notch! Once in Port Browning, sev-
eral of us walked to the Driftwood Center for our last provisioning stop. With no
food or liquor stores until our last night on Lopez Island, we were beginning to feel
like real adventurers! That night we came together at the Port Browning Café for
. . Y another fun group dinner, and congratulated Margaret and Henry Nelson who were
.i celebrating their 10 " Anniversary.

On to Montague Harbour where, unlike Sucia, we were very happy to see an
abundance of mooring buoys available. Although most of our boats chose to
dock, we did have a number who anchored or grabbed a mooring buoy. We had
two nights in Montague so our cruisers had time to explore the harbor by din-
ghy, walk the beautiful beaches, and hike through the park. The weather was
perfect to enjoy this beautiful location on our cruise.

The first night was our hosted boat dinners. We want to thank all the boats who
hosted guests aboard, and all the cruisers who participated and made this a fun ;
evening, especially those who had to dinghy out to their host boats. This was a minor challenge, but no
casualties were reported. We crossed paths with White Cap and Temblor in Montague, so they were able to
join us for this fun evening.

Unfortunately, the Bak-
ery Boat did not show FESEESSES
up as expected. Hope-
fully this will be some-

thing to experience
next summer if you put
Montague on your boat-
% ing schedule.

However, t h
t o Remember




up to its name as our cruisers made their way to
the Hummingbird Pub the next evening. For those
who wondered and asked about the ride, now you
& = know! The bus driver kept everyone entertained

wi t h what we under st an I Iy
jokes that had not been around a hundred years.

And the pub was ready for us and did a great job

taking care of our diners, even though they were a |

bit short staffed. 't s ver

Evening to Remember o6 at the Hummi nghbi

We made the short trip to Otter Bay the next morning, again with glorious weather. That evening we had a
wonderful appetizer spread up on the flag deck, and, with rumors of orca sightings, we stayed until dusk

hoping to see these elusive creatures go by. No luck, but we tried again the next morning when we re-
turned to the deck for o0Breakfast in a Bag.o6 Many t
needed for this fun and novel way to cook breakfast.

The day was free to explore, and some of our cruisers took advantage of the moped rentals and had a little

ride around the island and over to Hope Bay. Others enjoyed the delicious shrimp stirfry prepared by the

chef on the dock. What a find. With a five star chef at a little marina store, who needs a grocery store!

And, hopefully, everyone was busy getting ready for
cruisers with the announcement of a hat contest, the rules being that the hat had to be made from things

on your boat. No purchases allowed!

That evening we were pleasantly surprised to see that cruisers really got into the spirit of things showing

up for cocktails wearing some amazing nautical creations. What a talented group! From hats cleverly made

out of chart s, to ones containing oOeverything but t
decorated colander on her head, it was a fun parade of creativity by our cruisers.
Although it was very hard to pick the winners, first prize went to Bill Gaston who
cleverly created a sailboat with its own little PLYC burgee, and second prize to
Mike Platt who adorned a life ring with survival gear and proudly wore it on his
head. Many thanks to everyone who participated and gave us some good laughs to
share. After an ice cream sundae dessert, we sang Happy Birthday to Diane
Neesz.

The next morning most of our cruisers went their separate ways, but seven boats
put their power cords away and headed to Stuart Island to again anchor out or
grab a mooring buoy. Unfortunately, our good weather ran out and the brave
souls who made the hike to the school and Turn Point Lighthouse did so with rain gear. Those who made it
== all the way to the lighthouse were treated to a little wine and

chocolate. That evening, the rain eased and we were able to enjoy
SOmores around the campfire. Althot
to the campfire, as we sat on our bow enjoying the calm evening,
. we could certainly hear the laughter coming from the direction of

) the campfire, and later it was confirmed that our small group was
lindeed enjoying an evening of jokes and good cheer along with
P roasting marshmallows. | hear a little Port may have taken any chill
off the evening.

We all journeyed to Fishermand6s Bay the next morning
to be rejoined by Alley Cat, and as we enjoyed potluck appetizers and dinner on the dock, we recalled
what fun we had over the last 10 days.

The weather held and the next morning we all left Sterling Silver t o enj oy Fi shermands f
fore heading back into Canada, and headed out across the straight. Our timing was perfect, and it was one
of those dream crossings dblue skies and amazingly calm water for the Straight of Juan de Fuca.

We want to thank all of you who joined us on our Island Adventure. We hope we introduced you to some
new places and adventures.



More September Cruise Photos




