
 

  

Port Ludlow Yacht Club   

December, 2009  

òI am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship.  Louisa May Alcott  

Commodoreõs Column 
by David Aho 

Well, did the 2009 yachting season fly by or not?  Here it is December. Our boatõs lines 
are doubled-up and hatches and doors secured for the winter. Itõs been a good year, 
and we have accomplished a lot. Under the leadership of Fleet Captain Hal Brunstad, 
we had a most enjoyable cruising season. Our social events have been outstanding due 
to the hard work of Social Director Diane Strader and her magnificent committees. At 
our last event, 160 members thoroughly enjoyed the Election of Officers Italian Dinner 

and dancing. The upcoming Change of Watch will again be the highlight of the year.  

We accomplished a lot in 2009. Thanks to Liz Healy and Harlen Whitling, we greatly 
improved the Jib Sheet content by creating an enhanced version, with many more 
photos online. A great number of us enjoyed the new òCommodoreõs Night Outó at the 
Inn. The sailors, thanks to John and Diane Neesz, enjoyed òPort Ludlow Sailsó on 

Wednesday nights in July and August. And last but not least we now have our own Yacht Club Facility, the 

PLYC Wreck Room. Our first Open House will be December 15 at 4 p.m. 

Under the leadership of Mary Ann Callahan, many members have been working hard cleaning, painting, and 
decorating the Wreck Room to prepare it for Decemberõs Open House. I believe the PLYC Wreck Room will 
become the òplace to beó in Port Ludlow. I know I will enjoy my leisurely duties as Immediate Past Com-

modore sipping an evening cognac on the terrace on summer evenings. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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At the Change of Watch, I stand down as your Commodore and hand over the tiller to the most capable 

Peggy Kulm and an outstanding Board of Directors. 

It has been my great pleasure being your Commodore this past year. Thank you for your support and en-

couragement. A good Finn would say, òKiitos paljon.ó Thank you very much.   

Be nice. Do good things. Enjoy Sound Adventures. 

(Commodoreõs column continued from page 1) 

Vice Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

This will be my last column to you as your Vice Commodore. Some of you have asked 
what I did during the year to help our Club so here is a brief summary. I chaired the Offi-
cersõ Open House in March, served as co-director for the Wake -up cruise, participated in 
all of the cruises, put together two new -member breakfasts and evaluated the outcome, 
managed and hosted the monthly socials at Niblicks, served on the nominating commit-
tee for our 2010 Board, attended the womenõs boating classes, participated in the reno-
vation of the crisis cabins, worked with the Board and the Facilities Committee to lease 
the Wreck Room for our pilot land facility program,  and of course, assisted our Commo-

dore in the discharge of his duties.  

As I mentioned last month, our new members, their sponsors and the participating Board 
members had an opportunity to comment on the new member breakfasts. Meeting Board members infor-
mally and hearing about their various duties was the highlight of the event. The program was just right in 
length, well balanced and not overwhelming. Sunday brunch was favored by almost everyone. They were 
an enthusiastic group who wanted to help with the many yacht club events and cruises. As a result of the 
comments, the current format of informal brunch with introduction of new members, brief overview of 
Board responsibilities, and consolidated òways to participateó will continue. A few improvements will be 
made. There will be larger tables and assigned seating that accommodates a mix of sponsors, members of 
the board, and new members. A list of upcoming club events will be available for new members who want 

to volunteer right away. The new -members breakfast will most likely be held in the Wreck Room in 2010.  

As 2009 comes to a close, I hope you will take the time to celebrate the opening of our new PLYC facility 
on December 15. Many members have contributed enormous time and talents transforming the Wreck 
Room into a Club of which weõll all be proud. I hope to see all of you òon the docksó for the Marina lighted 

boats event.  

Thank you for your support over the past year. I look forward to seeing many of you at the Change of 

Watch as we celebrate the accomplishments of our Commodore and I begin my turn at the helm.   

Fleet Captainõs Report 
by Harold Brunstad 

The cruising season is not over! Donõt forget the December Cruise to Bell Harbor in Seat-
tle. This is a wonderful opportunity for Land Cruisers to join the festivities and shopping. 

The dates are Monday-Thursday, December 7 to 10. 

Sheila and I had the privilege of hosting a Cruise Director party at our house recently to 
thank them all for their exceptional efforts. The 2009 cruising season was a great suc-
cess thanks to their hard work. We also proved that we really know how to have fun. The 
Cruise Director slots are filling up for 2010. I suggest you call Steve Antoine soon to sign 

up for next year. Donõt miss out on the fun and a chance to do a cruise your way! 

Except for the December cruise, we brought the 2009 cruising season to an end with the 
Wrap Party. We had a chance to revisit all the adventures we shared plus look ahead to planning for 2010. 

Thanks again to all of you who helped make my term as Fleet Captain a successful and fun adventure.  
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Port Captainõs Report 
by Randy Duhon 

For PLYC, Holiday on the Docks will be a two-day event. Tuesday, December 15 will be 
an Open House for the first place we can call our own, The Wreck Room. The Open House 
starts at 4 p.m. Details about the Open House are in this Jib Sheet, but I also want to 
point out that during the evening some of our members will graciously open their boats 
for members only to celebrate the opening of the Wreck Room. It will also be our way to 

begin an early celebration of Holiday on the Docks. So this night will be just for us.   

The festivities continue the next evening, December 16 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. for the en-
tire village. Everyone with a boat in the marina has been invited to participate in the 
Lighted Boat Display with a monthõs free moorage going to the winner. A warm fire will 
be blazing at the pit and cider and cookies will be served. And, oh yes, our own òspecialó 

Santa will make òhisó appearance as well. Sign up for lighted boats continues at the marina office. 

This will be my last Jib Sheet article as Port Captain. I will be leaving you in the very capable hands of Ann 
Whipple. I would like to thank everyone for your tremendous support over the past year. You have become 

like family to Cindy and me and we canõt thank you enough. 

Social Directorõs Column 
by Diane Strader 

How did December get here so quickly? Here we are nearly at the end of 2009 with an-
other Election of Officers under our belt. I'm pleased that this event was such a good 
time for all.   Our caterer, Essence of the Thymes, from Port Orchard did a fabulous job 
with the food and our "Crooner," Charlie Ferris from Port Angeles, had everyone up and 
dancing. We couldn't have asked for a more delightful Saturday night. Thanks again to 
all those who helped make this event a rollicking success. Iõd like to thank Teresa 
Forrest especially for the enormous amount of time and effort sheõs devoted to helping 

me make sure our social events are first class.   

The 2010 Board will have a several new officers. And now with our own facility, which I 
know will become popular and much appreciated by our members, weõve truly begun a 
new chapter for club. I'm looking forward to the Change of Watch on Saturday, Decem-
ber 12, and our PLYC Wreck Room Open House on Tuesday, December 15. And then it's 

on to 2010 and February's Crab Fest! I would also like to wish Karen Hashagen a wonderful year as our new 

Social Director.  

New Canadian Cruising Requirement  

According to an article in the December issue of Sea Magazine, as of September 15, 2009, all boaters are 
required to have a Pleasure Craft Operator Card in order to operate a powered watercraft in Canada. The 
new law is part of the Canadian safe boating laws and regulations. Anyone operating a powered watercraft, 
which includes watercraft fitted with any size motor, even an electric trolling motor, is required to carry a 

card. There is no grandfather clause or age exemption; the law applies to all boaters.  

If a boater is caught operating a craft without a card, the fine is $250. The law will be enforced by peace 

officers and requires all boaters to carry the cards as well as proof of age with them at all times.  

Nonresidents who plan to boat in Canada only need to obtain a card if they are operating their powered 
watercraft for more than 45 consecutive days or if the boat they are operating is registered or licensed in 

Canada (this includes rental boats).  

For more information on how to obtain a Pleasure Craft Operator Card, call 800 -622-6232 or go to Service 

Canadaõs Web site: www.servicecanada.gc.ca 

http://www.servicecanada.gc.ca
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NEW MEMBERS  
Ahoy & Welcome Aboard!  

Bob and Jan Quick are the newest PLYC members having been 
welcomed to the club at the Election of Officersõ Dinner. Bob and 

Jan came to Port Ludlow from California.  

Born in Stockton, Bob graduated from the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy and served with the Military Sealift Command afloat and 
ashore. When he retired, Bob graduated from Cosumnes River Col-
lege as a registered veterinary technician and began work with 

Guide Dogs for the Blind.  

Jan, born in Turlock and reared in Patterson, graduated from the 
University of the Pacific with a degree in education, going on to 

an M.A. in Public Administration from California State University at Hayward. Jan taught elementary 

school in Sunnyvale, and worked with Diablo Valley College in the schoolõs dental programs.  

Jan and Bob have two children and two grandchildren.  

Bob raced dinghies in college, and both raced dinghies in the Bay Area. About Time , their Beneteau 343, 

moored in Port Ludlow, is their first keel boat.  

Welcome aboard! 

PLYC Womenõs Group Holiday Luncheon 
by Karen Hashagen 

On Thursday, November 19, the PLYC Womenõs Group held its annual Holiday Luncheon once again at the 
beautiful Wing Point Golf and Country Club on Bainbridge Island. Fifty -four women braved the elements to 

enjoy a wonderful lunch and fashion show featuring clothes from Lindsleyõs of Winslow. 

After socializing, we were welcomed by Sharon Lynch, and then enjoyed a delicious lunch. During dessert 
we were treated to a fashion show narrated by Judy Lindsley as our very own lively models Mary Ann Calla-
han, Sharon Draper, Peggy Kulm, Margaret Nelson, Sue Platt and Jerri Reid wowed us with their flare and 

style. They truly made it a fun show!  

Sharon Draper gave a review of this yearõs social events and encouraged people to sign up to organize next 
yearõs events. This terrific group never lacks energetic and talented women to volunteer each year, so it 

will be fun to see whatõs in store for our group in 2010! 

One of this yearõs highlights was the completion of the project that Jamie Bima presented to our group at 
last yearõs Holiday Luncheon. Called the òCrisis Cabin Rehab Project,ó the Womenõs Group worked hard to 
turn these transitional cabins into clean, warm homes for the people in crisis who will live there for a short 
time. Jamie was honored for all her hard work in making this project a success, and was presented with a 

gift thanking her for her amazing efforts.  

I want to thank Sharon Draper who served as Event Coordinator, and Betty Kingston who served as Financial 

Coordinator, for their help and support this year. It has been a real joy to work with these women.  

The luncheon concluded with the announcement of next yearõs leadership team: Diane Purdy as Leadership 
Coordinator, Kay Cathcart as Event Coordinator and Diane Neesz as Financial Coordinator. We thank you for 

accepting these roles, and wish you all the best as you lead us in 2010.  

Many thanks go to Sharon Lynch and her committee, Sheila Brunstad and Sharon Draper, for organizing such 
a special day, and to Diane Neesz and Joanne Racki for helping at the sign-in table. We would also like to 
thank Marilyn Hampton for making it possible to hold this elegant event at Wing Point Golf and Country 
Club. I understand Marilyn has secured Wing Point for next year. Make sure you donõt miss this very special 

event next year!  
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The 2009 PLYC Womenõs Group Crisis Cabin Rehab Project 
by Jamie Bima 

Early in November we completed work on our seventh and final 
cabin. Thanks to the generosity and countless hours of physical 
energy of our members, we were able to turn seven grim and 

inhospitable cabins into welcoming temporary homes.   

We began with a pledge to òtouchó each cabin. After our 
luncheon last November, the enthusiasm and support for the 
project grew quickly. Donations and pledges of support began 
to flow. We had donations ranging from used but useable lin-
ens to the entire contents of a house. After only a few weeks, 

members who volunteered to 
gather and store linens, kitchen-
ware and other donated items 
found their garages bursting. 
Several of our members went shopping and generously donated new micro-
wave ovens, dishes, new linens, and other items needed. Other members so-
licited donations from businesses so we were able buy hardware and wood at 
wholesale prices and put carpet down to cover unsightly and worn vinyl 

floors.  

Even with this level of generosity, we needed dollars. The PLYC Womenõs Group 
provided $400 seed money and members gave over $800. After presenting the re-
sults of the first cabin rehab at an all -member meeting, enthusiasm and generos-
ity spiked and the entire project was supported by the membership without a 

fundraiser. We received a total of just over $3,000 in cash donations.  

The entire project was done with volunteer skill and labor. It took hundreds of 
hours of labor to empty (and deliver to the dump), clean (an enormous effort requiring rubber gloves, 
bleach, courage, and fortitude), repair (as in fixing a hole the size of a softball in a wall), paint (up to 

three coats sometimes), build beds, cut and lay carpet, sew curtains, 
install new furniture, linens, and kitchen contents, and then add homey 
touches like stuffed animals on the beds and books and toys for the chil-
dren who will use the cabins. Many of our volunteers worked on several 

cabins and a courageous few, on all seven! 

Was it worth it? Just look at the photos of the 
cabins. You may see items you donated like 
òMickey Mooseó donated by the May Cruise 
naming contest winners. Several of us got to 

meet families who moved into the finished cabins. One afternoon, a mother of 
three living in the second cabin we rehabbed, brought us bottled water. She said 
she wanted us to know how grateful she is for having a safe, comfortable place to 
live after leaving an abusive situation with only her car and clothes for herself 
and her children. Another young mother of a 19 -month-old son was thrilled to 

have us work in her cabin even while she occu-
pied it. With great pride, she showed us how she reads 
to him every day and how he actually reads several sim-
ple phrases. She loves to cook and was delighted to get 

decent pots and pans to use. 

Was it worth it to give women, children, and families a 
safe, comfortable, happy home to enjoy while they re-
build their lives? The answer is a resounding yes fol-
lowed by applause and appreciation for the PLYC 

women, their spouses and friends who made it happen.   


