
 

  

Port Ludlow Yacht Club  

February 2010 

“The art of the sailor is to leave nothing to chance. “  Annie Van de Wiele 

Commodore’s Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

An early happy Valentine’s Day to all of you. The rain in our little corner of the world 
sent many of you off to spend time in warmer, sunnier climates. For those who stayed, 
the Wreck Room brought us together for some wonderful social events. January 8 
brought 100 of our members together for delicious appetizers. We had an Elvis appear-
ance and a cake to celebrate my birthday. I could not have planned a better way to 
celebrate the day. A pizza party on the 21st was put together by Jerri Reid and her 
crew of volunteers. Ninety-plus members had a terrific time with an assortment of 
pizza from Cucina Pizza. Read Member-at-Large Mary Ann Callahan’s column for more 
details and the list of volunteers who contributed their time to make these events suc-

cessful.  

Be sure to take a look at our new Wreck Room page on the PLYC Web site for photos of the fun times and 
details about upcoming events. Also, the Wreck Room regular hours are posted on the upper right-hand 
corner of the Web site on the Home, Events and Activities, Social, and Wreck Room pages – you can’t miss 

it! The hours posted on the site will be updated as they change during the seasons.   

Since our Vice Commodore is among those visiting other places, offers to volunteer and questions regarding 

scheduling for the Wreck Room can be sent to me through February 16.   
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Your board invites you to attend the Officers’ Open House and All Members’ Meeting on Saturday, March 6. 
Social Director Karen Hashagen’s column will give you more information on this year’s first large social 

event.   

At the February Board meeting, we will be discussing the plans for Training Day and Opening Day; details 
about those events will be in the March Jib Sheet and posted on the Web site. Please send us your sugges-

tions for these events – the sooner, the better. 

I cannot end this column without thanking all of you who have been so quick to volunteer your time to help 
with the Wreck Room. The response has been tremendous and I am grateful to all of you for making the 

Wreck Room a place that our members are truly enjoying. 

(Commodoreõs column continued from page 1) 

Sail Captain’s Column 
by Terry Barnes 

What happens during January and February is key to the success of the boating season, 

and applies to boat maintenance and event planning. 

With the help of a group of dedicated sailors, we have been able to develop the racing 
and social schedules for the Handicap Racing and Etchells fleets. These are already on 

the PLYC Web site, and will be published shortly in the 2010 PLYC Directory. 

Both sailing groups requested a later start to the official races so that’s the way it is; 
racing begins in April! The sailors’ preview meeting is Friday, March 19 at 10am in the 

Wreck Room. 

Several people have come forward to help with the organization of our 2010 program: Etchells Fleet Cap-
tain Ron Campo; Evening Sails Coordinator Jim Milner; Port Townsend Sailing Association Liaison Sym Sebas-

tian; and Race Committee Boat Coordinator Roy Kraft.  

Roy has already signed up some race committee boat volunteers, and is keen to sign up more. There are 10 

Handicap Racing events and the Etchells Two-Day Regatta which need committee boats.  

Being a committee boat is a good opportunity for power and sail boaters to help the racing fleets, and have 
an enjoyable time doing it. The basic requirement for most races is to anchor at the entrance to Ludlow 
Bay near the new daymarker (formerly N2), start the race and record the finish times. You then return to 

the marina for a beer with the racers. 

Most races are held on Saturday afternoons with a noon start and finish around 4pm. 

An experienced sailboat starter/timer will be on board to help you, and will bring the flags, clock, and 
horn, if requested. Those who have served on committee boats say it’s a lovely way to spend a relaxing 
afternoon on the water, with the promise of an exciting finish as the sailors cross the line. The bottom fish-

ing can also be fun in this area.  

To volunteer as a committee boat, please contact Roy at 437-2086 or roykraft@cablespeed.com.  

Social Director’s Column 
by Karen Hashagen 

The New Year has begun and I’m excited about this year’s social events. There will be new opportunities to 
meet casually at the Wreck Room, and we will still enjoy our annual events held at the Bay Club. Each year 
volunteers bring a new look to events with their own style and flair when choosing themes, food and deco-

rations. 

We kick off our social calendar with an invitation to the Officers’ Open House and All Members’ Meeting on 
Saturday, March 6 at the Bay Club beginning at 4pm. We will start with a brief presentation and update 
from the Board, then enjoy cocktails and a light meal. Due to this event, the Wreck Room will close at 3pm 

on Saturday, March 6.  

Please be sure to sign up for this event at the Bay Club between February 8 and 24, or email Communica-
tions Officer Liz Healy at lizhealy@broadstripe.net that you plan to attend. Since this is a NO FEE event, 

mailto:roykraft@cablespeed.com
mailto:lizhealy@broadstripe.net
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it’s very important that we know how many members to expect so the caterer has an accurate count. If 
you sign up and your plans change, please call Liz at 437-7937 or email her to cancel. The caterer charges 
for the amount of food we order, not the number of people attending, so it’s important to be as accurate 

as possible. 

We have all enjoyed many wonderful evenings through the years with friends at PLYC social events. We’ve 
enjoyed the decorations as we enter the Bay Club, eaten a variety of meals, either catered or prepared by 
our fellow members, and socialized with friends, danced and been entertained by fashion shows and skits. 

All these evenings were possible because of the volunteers who came forward to help.   

Our future events are: 

¶ Summer BBQ on June 5 

¶ Nomination of Officers on September 25 

¶ Election of Officers on November 6 (chaired by Jan Ditmar and Joy Herring) 

¶ Change of Watch on December 4 (chaired by Harold Brunstad). 

As you can see, we need chairs for the June and September events. Please consider co-chairing with new 
members so they may learn how the process works. Working on a committee is a fun and easy way to get to 
know members better. Whether you would like to chair the committee and share your creative ideas, or 
prefer being a “worker bee,” there is a spot for you. Your help will be greatly appreciated. Please call me 
to volunteer at 437-9095. Together, let’s make this another year of sharing wonderful memories with our 

fellow yachters! 

Member-at-Large’s Column 
by Mary Ann Callahan 

We are now in the 110th day of the liquor license application process and there is light at 
the end of the tunnel. A private club temporary pre-approval permit was issued on Janu-

ary 21. Our first night operating under this permit will be Friday, February 5.   

The event calendar and regular Wreck Room schedule are posted on the Wreck Room 
doors and the PLYC Web site. During the first quarter, we are open every Friday from 
5pm to 8pm and every Saturday from noon to 8pm with the bar closed between 2pm and 
5pm. The Inn has provided us with a great menu at reasonable prices from which you can 

order during regular operating hours. 

Future special events will be the Super Bowl Party on Sunday, February 7 from 3pm to 
8pm, the “Yet To Be Named” third Wednesday socials from 5pm to 7pm, and a new spe-

cial event coming soon on the first Thursday of every month – Game Night. The Wreck Room will close early 
on Saturday, March 6 at 3pm so everyone can attend the Officers’ Open House and All Members’ Meeting 

which begins at 4pm. 

Our two social events held in January were a huge success. A big thanks to Harvey Portz and Tom Callahan 
for bartending, Kay Cathcart, Mike Platt and all of the members who stayed to help clean up after the 
January 8 event. For the January 21 “You Name It Party” a big thank you to the Special Events Committee – 
Jerri Reid, Lee Brush, Betty Kingston, and Joanne Harrington – for organizing a great pizza feed, Dick 
Schneider and Gale Kulm for bartending, Nancy Schneider, Kay Cathcart and Monica Brown for checking 
members in, and Peggy Kulm for supervising. I think everyone who attended will agree we had a great 

time! 

If you have items you’d like to donate for use in the Wreck Room, please call me at 437-7775 before leav-
ing any items at the front door. We may or may not be able to use all of them, but we greatly appreciate 
the offer. The Decorating Committee will let me know when they need anything, and we will post the in-

formation on the Web site, in the Jib Sheet, or send an email.   

A ship’s bell is located behind the bar to be used for Last Call. The bell was donated by Tom Leasure from 

West Marine, and my husband, Tom, and me.  

Join us on February 5 when the Wreck Room bar opens for business. This is going to be an exciting year for 

PLYC on land and sea! 
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New Members 

Ahoy & Welcome Aboard! 

BJ and Ned Luce moved to Port Ludlow in September of 2008 from Lee’s Summit, MO 
to be closer to the children of their children, their three grandsons. They attended 
small colleges in Indiana, BJ to DePauw University in Greencastle, and Ned to Wa-

bash College in Crawfordsville. 

The Luces were married in March 1968 shortly before Ned joined the U.S. Navy. Af-
ter almost four years in the Navy, Ned returned to IBM and worked in various posi-
tions in Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Endicott, San Francisco, and Kansas City. Life after 
IBM retirement in 1995 included work in the equipment financing business, much of 

it with equipment in the micro-brewing industry.  

BJ began working as a computer programmer for McDonnell Douglas in St. Louis in 
1966, and has a rich resume of companies for whom she worked as the Navy and IBM moved them around. The Luces 
were very active in charities in the Kansas City area and are 25-year members of the Porsche Club of America. Here 
in Port Ludlow, BJ is an AARP tax aide volunteer and in several other groups. Ned is in the East Jefferson Rotary and 
on the Ludlow Maintenance Commission Finance Committee. Ned is also the Port Ludlow correspondent for The 

Leader and writes a weekly column. 

Basic Boating Skills for Women 
by Sherry Robinson 

We’re back! After a three-month break, we will be starting the final two series for this year’s Basic Boating 
Skills for Women classes in March at the Port Ludlow Fire and Rescue Station. As we announced earlier in 
the year, we will not be offering these classes next year. So, if you want to benefit from all the sessions in 

each of these series, plan now to attend this spring.   

Series III will cover Sailing ð Moving with the Wind, and it has been scheduled differently.  There will be 
three sessions offered in a classroom. Following completion of the three sessions, there will be an opportu-
nity to go out on a small sailing vessel with an instructor. The in-class sessions will be held in one week 
with the first on Monday, March 15, the second Wednesday, March 17 and the third Friday, March 19. The 
focus of this series is sailing: Design Characteristics and Balance of Sailing; Rigging, Points of Sail and Wind; 
and Performance Sailing, Sailing in the Groove. The On-The-Water class will be held at a future pre-

arranged time and day. We want to wait until the weather is more predictable and a bit warmer. 

Series IV will cover Operating Your Vessel under Power, and will follow the sailing series with sessions be-
ginning on Tuesday, March 23. The focus of this series will be on propulsion, driving your vessel, anchoring, 
leaving and returning to a dock and other aspects of vessel operation. We will also talk about seamanship, 
the use of check lists, preparing for boating, line handling and relevant knots. There will be four in-class 
sessions and a fifth will be on board either a power boat or a sailboat for hands-on experience. We will 
meet twice a week on Tuesdays and Fridays for two and a half weeks with the last session on Tuesday, 

April 6. 

All sessions in both series will be held from 1pm to 4pm at the Port Ludlow Fire and Rescue Station. The 
cost for each series is $25 and materials will be provided along with snacks and beverages. In addition to 
these materials, there will also be Quick Books on Sailing, on Anchoring and on Handling Your Vessel under 
Power available for purchase.  These Quick Books are the same as provided in the earlier series on safety 

and navigation.  

Series III: Strictly Sailing – Moving with the Wind, 1pm to 4pm 

Monday, March 15; Wednesday, March 17; and Friday, March 19 

Series IV: Boat Handling – Operating Your Vessel under Power, 1pm to 4pm 

Tuesdays: March 23, 30 and April 6;  Fridays: March 26, and April 2      

Please contact Ann Purvis at 437-8121 or purvisa@hotmail.com or me at 437-7948 or sarrobinson@msn.com 
if you are interested in attending either or both of these series. 

mailto:purvisa@hotmail.com
mailto:sarrobinson@msn.com
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PLYC 2010 Board Biographies 

Mary Ann Callahan, Member at Large  

Mary Ann was born and raised in Bremerton, making her a true Washington native.  After 
graduating from West High School, she went on to Seattle University, graduating in ac-
counting in 1965. After graduation, she accepted a temporary position with a structural 
engineering firm, Skilling Ward Magnusson Barkshire, helping them computerize their ac-

counting system. That temporary position lasted 34 years and she retired in 1999. 

A year before she started Skilling, the engineering firm opened an office in New York City 
taking over responsibility for the structural design on the 110 story twin towers called the 
World Trade Center. Needless to say, on September 11 it was doubly devastating to 
watch the towers come down. In her career with the Skilling firm, she was their CFO and 
served on the Board of Directors, which she continued to do for three years after retire-

ment. 

While negotiating the Skilling office lease, Mary Ann met Tom, her future husband.  Who would have 
thought she would marry her landlord! They were married in 1991. A year later, a good friend offered to 
sell them his condo in Sun Valley. That started their love affair with Sun Valley, where they bought a sec-
ond home. They were positive that was where they would finally settle, but they found Port Ludlow in the 
summer of 2000 and moved here in 2001. They left Sun Valley in August 2004 and moved into their dream 

home on the water Memorial Day weekend 2005. 

Their boat is a 40-foot Concord fast trawler, Bonanza, which is now permanently moored in Port Ludlow. It 
was finished in October and sea trials were completed by mid November. They are outfitting her and will 

do some winter cruising after the New Year. 

Tom and Mary Ann joined the yacht club in 2004, and Mary Ann served as the Secretary in 2006 and 2007. 

They are now looking forward to enjoying the new yacht club facility at the Wreck Room. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Training 

Weekend Navigator  

The Weekend Navigator course will be held at the Kingston Cove Yacht Club in Kingston on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, February 2, 4, 9, 11, 23 and 25 from 6:30pm to 9:30pm.  

The Weekend Navigator is a comprehensive course to prepare boaters with the knowledge needed to safely 

pilot a boat. 

¶ Learn to navigate quickly 

¶ Be able to navigate if your GPS quits 

¶ Practical use of paper and digital charts 

¶ Get the full picture with radar and depth sounders 

¶ Comprehensive guide to electronic navigation 

Thanks to modern electronic navigation tools, getting from one place to another on the water has never 
been easier or safer. And thanks to the Weekend Navigator, learning to use these tools quickly and cor-
rectly is now easier than ever. This complete practical, step-by-step guide gets you out on the water 

quickly and lets you perfect your navigation skills as you enjoy hours afloat. 

For additional details, and to register for the course, please call Al Burgan at 360-638-0521. The cost is $75 
per person, which includes all materials. The cost for each additional family member who attends, sharing 

the course materials, is $35.  
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JIB SHEET 
P.O. Box 65338  

Port Ludlow, WA 98365  

Port Ludlow Yacht Club 

  

The Jib Sheet is published monthly 

by volunteers from the Port Ludlow 

Yacht Club. The opinions expressed 

in the Jib Sheet represent the views 

of the contributors and are not to be 

construed as the official position of 

the Port Ludlow Yacht Club, the 

members, officers, or the Editor. 

Please email articles, photos and 

classified ads by the 23rd of the 

month to Editor Liz Healy at  

lizhealy@broadstripe.net. 

Email address corrections to  

Vic Draper, Secretary at                                          

foglifter@cablespeed.com 
 

Board Meeting Highlights from January 6, 2010 

Second reading for Ned and BJ Luce was approved; sponsored by Drapers and Milners. 

Treasurer Wally Cathcart reported (preliminary) club assets of $220,896. Treasurer Cathcart 

reported PLYC now has an account with Kitsap Bank. 

Secretary Vic Draper reported on Jib Sheet archive progress; targeted request will be sent to 
members in attempt to acquire missing issues. Secretary Draper reported on marketing efforts 
directed at new marina tenants who are not PLYC members. Secretary Draper provided samples 

of new Vendor Recognition and Member Discount pages planned for 2010 directory. 

Annual dues assessment process is underway; closes January 31. 2010 directory will go to press 

in early February. 

Commodore Peggy Kulm read a thank you letter from a cruising couple whose husband was 
pulled from the water in La Conner by PLYC cruisers. Click or copy this link to read: 

http://tinyurl.com/LaConnerLetter 

Fleet Captain Steve Antoine reported that PLYC still needs cruise directors for three cruises: 

July Short Cruise, October and December. 

Vice Commodore Mike Platt reported 2009 Change of Watch was over budget.  

Member-at-Large Mary Ann Callahan reported Wreck Room liquor license is still in process; lo-
cal enforcement officer has been scheduled for inspection. Initial request for volunteers re-
sulted in 42 signing up; additional request will be sent to members. Marketing information is 

being sent to reciprocal clubs prior to this year’s cruising season.  


