
 

  

Port Ludlow Yacht Club   

June, 2010  

òThe boundless vista and the horizon far and dim are all here, And this is oceanõs poem.ó  Walt Whitman 

Commodoreõs Column 
by Peggy Kulm 

The cruising season opened with spectacular May events. I had the privilege of attend-
ing the Seattle Yacht Club opening day festivities, while our vice commodore enjoyed 
fun and boating activities with the Sequim Yacht Club. Both of us were treated as VIPs 

and enjoyed the experience.  

May 5 had us celebrating Cinco de Mayo at the Wreck Room, a huge success thanks to 
Jerri Reid, Terri Ross, and David Reidõs excellent margaritas. See more about this in 

the Member-At-large column.  

PLYC held its opening day ceremonies on May 8. Thanks to the efforts of Port Captain 
Anne Whipple, it was terrific fun, particularly for me as commodore. The weather was 
ideal, the cannon fired perfectly thanks to Bruce Kramer, the flags were raised, and 

we remembered all of our boating comrades who crossed the bar. Seven PLYC boats were christened, and 
Fleet Captain Steve Antoine orchestrated the boat parade. Commodore Jean Heessels-Petit from Sequim 
Yacht Club joined me on Alley Cat .  Grant and Lori Colby graciously invited the bagpipers and drummers 
aboard Whitecap and stationed their boat next to us. It was a great show as each parading boat was piped 
past the commodore, making things even more festive. The fun continued as members and guests visited 
one another's boats on A dock. That afternoon, we ended the day with a terrific BBQ at the Wreck Room 
where members and guests enjoyed hamburgers, brats (special recipe by Vice Commodore Mike Platt) and 
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great salads from the Inn.  

Thanks to all who participated and helped to make this day memorable. And thanks also to our excellent 

Marina staff for their help in ensuring a great opening day.  

The May Commodores' Cruise began the following day with 14 boats enjoying fabulous weather that fol-
lowed us the entire cruise. Our crossing of the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Georgia were met with smiling 
faces as the calm seas made the trip almost effortless. Friday Harbor was the jump off point for our trek 
north. Thanks to our port captain, we celebrated Mother's Day with some tasty leftovers from opening day 
and began three days of Nautical Olympics, created by Sue Platt. The questions covered boat safety, navi-
gation, and nautical terminology. In Otter Bay, we had a terrific international dinner by the local chef. 
Then it was on to Coal Harbour and Bowen Island. It was then that we learned the results of the Nautical 
Olympics. Competition was keen and tie breakers were the rule of the day. The gold medal for best all 
around Nautical Olympians with the most points (60 of 63), and medals for boat safety and nautical termi-
nology went to Kevin and Sue Ryan. Mandy and Dick Rein and Joe and Cinda Langjahr were joint medal win-
ners for navigation. Bowen Island was the jump off point for our members continuing north, so we said a 
fond farewell and continued onto Blaine and Anacortes where we were joined by more members who en-
joyed the Waterfront Festival and used Anacortes as their starting point for a month or so in the great wa-

ters of Canada. The weather was so perfect that five cruisers stopped at Langley on the way home.  

By the time you get the Jib Sheet, we will have started our ever popular Watch Captain program. I know 
that our port captain needs a few more members to fill in some dates in August, so please volunteer by 

emailing dnawhipple@gmail.com. 

June will bring more fun activities: the Old West BBQ at the Bay Club run by "a few good men," the Mystery 

Cruise, another Wednesday at the Wreck, lots of visiting yacht clubs, sailing races and Evening Sails.  

Enjoy it!  

(Commodoreõs column continued from page 1) 

Member-at-Largeõs Column 
By Mary Ann Callahan 

May was a very busy month!   

It began May 5 with our Cinco de Mayo celebration. Thanks to the hard work of Jerri 
Reid, Terri Ross and their team of helpers everyone enjoyed tacos with all the trim-
mings from the Inn and delicious salad and rice donated by Lanny and Terri Ross. Of 

course the big hit of the evening was David Reidõs fantastic margaritas! 

May 8 was Port Ludlow Yacht Clubõs Opening Day of yachting season. After the opening 
ceremony and the parade of boats, 152 members and guests gathered at the Wreck 
Room to enjoy barbequed hamburgers, brats and salads. The weather couldnõt have 
been better for enjoying the end of the day out on the deck and talking about upcom-
ing cruises. Anne Whipple and her crew of cooks and servers did a marvelous job of 

keeping everyoneõs plate full.   

Wednesday at the Wreck found 65 members enjoying a Clam Chowder Fest generously prepared, delivered 
and served by Larry and Bugsy Carter. All the food critics agreed, this chowder rates five stars! Bugsy has 

graciously agreed to provide her chowder recipe, which will be published in the July Jib Sheet.   

We have a small request from the bartenders. When paying your bar tab, we would appreciate if you pay 
with bills no larger than $50, though smaller bills are preferred. During May, members paid five times using 
$100 bills. Since we donõt keep a large amount of cash on hand our reserve is quickly depleted when mak-

ing change for $100. Checks are also accepted for payment.  

It goes without saying that we greatly appreciate the hard work of our members who generously donate 
their time to volunteer. You are the reason the Wreck Room is such a success and we could not do it with-

out you. Thank you so very much!  

mailto:dnawhipple@gmail.com
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Port Captainõs Column 
by Anne Whipple 

The 2010 PLYC yachting season was officially opened on May 8, 2010, at Port Ludlow 
Marina, with a Colors Ceremony and a brief speech from Commodore Peggy Kulm to the 

accompaniment of bagpipers, drummers, and spectacular weather.  

There were seven new-to-PLYC boats christened into our fleet, followed by a parade of 
20 plus boats circling Port Ludlow Bay to pass in review before the commodore. Bagpip-
ers and drummers on the bow of Grant and Lori Colby's beautiful Whitecap piped each 

parading boat past the commodore as she was saluted by skipper and crew.    

After a brief social hour on the dock, revelers adjourned to the Wreck Room for a BBQ 

of burgers and brats.  

If the cruising days of this 2010 season are anything like our glorious opening day, they are not to be 

missed. Enjoy the season! Cruise often! Cruise safely!  

Sail Captainõs Column 
by Terry Barnes 

HANDICAP RACING 

Six sailboats, a committee boat, a chase boat and crews showed up for the Thunder-
mug Race. If you are interested in what the Thundermug Trophy looks like, it is with 
the other trophies in the new display case. This is the centerpiece of the Wreck Room 

foyer, the front entrance we hope to use, at least for the summer.  

A reasonably long race course was selected, as all reports predicted increasing winds 
in the afternoon. Course #2 goes from the start line between marker 2 near Colvos 
rocks and the committee boat, to and round a tetrahedron at Liplip Point on the 
southeast corner of Marrowstone Island, to and round the Foul Weather Bluff buoy R2, 

and back through the start/finish line.  

The tetrahedron was set, and the mark roundings monitored by the chase boat and crew. With the wind 
still light, all six boats eventually rounded the Liplip mark, then split into two groups, three heading along 

the Oak Bay shore, and three going out to a wind and current line near the shipping lanes.  

Both groups made slow progress, but the inshore group rounded R2 first. By the time the other group 
rounded the mark, the wind had dropped, and the three boats went backwards due to the current! Flying J 
and Hychka gave up, but Tomfoolery  finished under sail, and delivered her finish time to the sail captain at 

the Wreck Room, where skippers, crew and spouses had already gathered for much needed refreshment.  

Frank Lawsonõs John B won the race, followed by Jack Armesõs Gypsy, and John Neeszõs Norõwester. Many 
thanks to Kevin Ryan for providing the committee boat, and to Roy Kraft as crew, and to Paul Burger for 

providing the chase boat, and to Clark Ruggles as crew.  

The Hood Head race was held on May 29. Six sailboats and a committee boat and crew showed up on a mis-
erable, cold, rainy and almost windless day to figure out what to do. We discussed delays, postponements, 

and possible courses that needed to go in the general direction of Hood Head.  

Ultimately the group decided to attempt a noon start, use course #4 only once around, and hope that we 
could make it to the òBirdcageó mark in Hood Canal near Hood Head Island against the ebb current, and 
then back against the flood! The 3 or 4 knot breeze from the southeast backed around to northeast, and 
chutes were up halfway to òBirdcage.ó Then it was a beat back to the finish, with the finish order after 
correction being John B, Norõwester, and Gypsy. Many thanks to David and Linda Aho for providing the 

committee boat, and to Peter Phillips for horn, flag and gun duty.  

The next race day is the Tala Point Regatta (two races) on June 19, with the skippers meeting at 9:30 a.m.    

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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ETCHELLS RACING 

The Etchells season started late this year, as did the Handicap season, to avoid the frequently miserable 

sailing weather in March.  

The Etchells Spring Series, however, suffered badly in April and May, with no wind for a second race on 

April 22, and too few eager competitors to stage races in the high winds and gusty conditions on May 20!  

The Spring Series is now complete, with the finishing order being  Keta, Ramblinõ Rose, and Bananas. The 
first races of the Summer Series were held on May 27. This time the weather cooperated, and it was a fan-
tastic afternoon of close, fast racing. Six boats came out to play, including Kers Clausen on Wild Woman for 
the first time, and Bob and Jan Quick on Gringo, also for the first time. Kers brought Wild Woman from the 

Bay area, and Gringo is US 285, previously owned and raced by Francis and Andrea Marik. 

The somewhat surprising results were Bananas, Wild Woman and Ramblinõ Rose in the first race, and 

Gringo, Bananas, and Wild Woman in the second, a great result for Bob and Jan!   

LEUKEMIA CUP REGATTA 

This regatta is to be held in Elliott Bay on Saturday, June 12. There is a poster with all details on the Ma-

rina notice board; registration is at www.leukemiacup.org/wa . 

ALL BOATERS ð EVENING SAILS 

Jim Milner is organizing these fun events. Details are in his separate Jib Sheet article.  

Only Jim knows what the door prizes are, but I have a strong suspicion that there are some incredible ones 

to be won by participating skippers!  

(Sail Captainõs column continued from page 3) 

Brett and Sue Oemichen grew up in Minnesota, spent 22 years in Fargo, North Dakota, and three years in 

Great Falls, Montana before arriving in Port Ludlow in the fall of 2008. They have two adult daughters.  

The Oemichens love nature and the outdoors, and are thrilled with the multitude of opportunities the Pa-
cific Northwest provides. Theyõre especially excited about being able to view nature from the water on 

their boat,  Harbor Inn. 

Sue retired from full -time employment as a chief nursing officer, but continues to work one week a month 
surveying hospitals for the Joint Commission. Brett will be retiring the end of June from his job of 34 years, 

most recently as a research scientist.  

Boating in the Northwest will be Brett and Sueõs first experience with salt-water boating. They have spent 
a lot of time learning from fellow boaters, taking classes, and reading books. They owned boats in Minne-

sota over the years, mainly for waterskiing and fishing.  

Harbor Inn is a lovely 2004 31 foot Camano. Brett and Sue are looking forward to many wonderful hours 

aboard cruising in our magnificent waters.  

 

Mike and Jan Richings are newly retired and still active greatly enjoying the outdoor life including boat-

ing, fishing, crabbing, gardening, hiking and community activities.  

The Richings have lived and travelled around much of the world. Jan worked as an x -ray technician and 
nurse. Mike is a mining engineer who still travels extensively, but enjoys spending as much time as possible 

at home.  

(Continued on page 5) 

NEW MEMBERS 

Ahoy & Welcome Aboard! 

http://www.leukemiacup.org/wa
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The Richingsõs combined sailing and boating experience is extensive. They have owned and/or operated a 
range of sailing and power boats cruising and racing in The Solent, Lake Athabasca and Lake Beaverlodge, 
Northern Saskatchewan, Northern Vancouver Island, Melbourne, Australia, Virgin Islands and the Caribbean, 
Colorado lakes, Bermuda and Annapolis, the Chesapeake, South Atlantic, and Southern Florida. And Puget 

Sound! 

For 10 years, the Richings chartered and captained/crewed 33 to 44 foot sloops in the Caribbean. They own 
an Island Packet 40 and currently cruise seasonally in the Caribbean. In addition, they own a 2005 25 foot C

-Dory cruiser located in Port Ludlowõs marina. 

 

Mark and Bev Vailenski  moved to the area from San Francisco in October 2007. They donõt currently own a 
boat, but were part owners of a 34 foot Hunter for a number of years. Theyõre looking forward to partici-

pating and volunteering in club events, and crewing with sailing couples on evening and weekend sails.  

Mike is ASA bareboat certified and has chartered in the BVIs, La Paz, the Florida Keys and the San Juans. 
He also participated in the 1996 Baja Ha Ha from San Francisco to Mazatlan and back, a two -month sailing 

adventure!  

The Vailenskis plan to charter a 34 foot Catalina in July and sail in the San Juans. They love the water and 

nature, have enjoyed the Port Ludlow walking trails and the area beaches.  

Welcome aboard to our new members!  

(New Members continued from page 4) 

Second Annual Port Ludlow Evening Sails  
by Jim Milner  

Following last yearõs popular program established by John and Diane Neesz, the Evening Sails have now be-

come an annual event. A low -key, weeknight activity the Evening Sails offer sailors an opportunity to get 

together this summer and share their favorite activity with family and friends.  

Each Wednesday evening in late June and early July all skippers and crew are invited to meet at the Port 

Ludlow Marina for a two -hour sail followed by food, camaraderie, and door prizes under the big tent.   

This year, the Evening Sails will take place on June 23, June 30, July 7, and July 14. The general organiza-

tion for each evening will be registration from 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., sailing from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., and din-

ner at 7:30 p.m. followed by social activities.  

 Dinners will include a June 23 BBQ hosted by the Port Ludlow Marina; a June 30 Chowder, Sandwich, Salad 

and Dessert dinner and  a July 7 Chicken Pad Thai dinner both hosted by The Inn at Port Ludlow, and a July 

14 BBQ hosted by Gold Star Marine. There is a $5 charge for the June 30 dinner while all others are com-

plementary. All dinners are BYOB except for the closing BBQ at which complimentary beer and wine will be 

served. 

We thank the Marina, The Resort, Gold Star and our other area sponsors for supporting these evenings to 

foster more organized, fun sailing at Port Ludlow.   

For more information, contact Jim Milner at jgmilner@q.com or 437-7862. 

Womenõs Group Summer Luncheon at Nemoõs 

Thursday, August 5 is the date for our Women's Group summer luncheon at Nemo's, overlooking Port Town-
send Bay. We're looking forward to a tasty menu prepared by Chef Santschi, C.E.C., using the finest ingre-
dients available. Sylvia Smith of Valley Nursery will present our program on "growing your own cut flower 
garden." Save the date and plan to meet your friends at this lively get -together. All PLYC women are in-
vited. Further details and signup information will be in the July Jib Sheet and posted on the Women's 
Group page on the PLYC Web site.  

mailto:jgmilner@q.com
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Opening Day Photos (courtesy of Anne Jenings)  
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More Opening Day Photos  


